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THE SPEAKER (Mr Michael Barnett) rook the Chair at 2.00 pm, and mead prayers.

PETITION - DUCK SHOOTING
Prohibition Legislation Support

MRS WATKINS (Wanneroo) [2.04 pm]: I have a petition couched in the following
terms -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We, the undersigned petitioners of Western Australia and residents, urge you not to
declare Duck Shooting Seasons and to legislate for the prohibition of any future Duck
Shooting in this State because of the cruelty inflicted on our wildlife; the loss of
significant wazerbird breeding habitat; the pollution of the wetlands from lead pellets,
cartridges and other rubbish, and community disapproval of recreational shooting of
wildlife.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 1 267 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of
the Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 116.]

PETITION - JUVENILE OFFENDERS
Cautioning Policy Review - Child Welfare Act Amendment

MR KOBELKE (Nollamara) [2.05 pm]: The petition I present reads -
To the Hon Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of
Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We, the undersigned citizens of Western Australia:
Request the Parliament of Western Australia through the Minister for Police and the
Minister for Community Services to urgently review the policy on "cautioning" of
juvenile offenders which we believe has the potential to greatly escalate juvenile
crime and we further request that the following action be taken:
1 . Section Four of the Child Welfare Act be amended to include:

a. First offence for stealing or unlawful use of a vehicle, common assault
and wilful damage to property;

b. Second offence break and enters, stealing from private property, and
unlawful entry to private property.

2. Oral cautions not to be issued where an offence has already been committed.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 11I signatures and I certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 117.]

PETITION . RAILWAYS
South West Suburbs Passenger Service Extension Support

MR THOMAS (Cockburn) [2.06 pm]. I have a petition expressed in the following terms -
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To the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliamient of
Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We the undersigned support the extension of the suburban passenger railway service
to the suburbs of the south west corridor.
This part of the metropolitan area is growing and is widely recognised as one of the
most desirable options for the long term expansion of the City of Perth.
Moreover, as recent international events have shown, it is prudent to minimise
dependence on oil and environmental considerations support the extension and
enhancement of our public transport system.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners as in duty bound will ever pray.

The petition bears 39 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 118.1

STATEMENT BY THE SPEiAKER
Chamber Seating Arrangements -Members for Murray amd Morley

THE SPEAKER (Mr Michael Barnett): I advise members that for the time being I will be
recognising the member for Morley from the position in the Chamber previously occupied by
the member for Murray; and I shall be recognising the member for Murray from the position
previously occupied by the member for Morley.

APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND) BILL
Estimates Committee A - Estimates of Expenditure Report Consideration

DR ALEXANDER (Perth) 12.14 pm]: I report to the House that Estimates Committee A
has considered Pasts 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 9, 10, 16 and 17 of the Estimates of Expenditure under the
Appropriation (Consolidated Revenue Fund) Bill 1991-92, and I move -

That the expenditures proposed in the Estimates be agreed to.
Amendment to Motion

MR STRICKLAND (Scarborough) (2.15 pml: I move -

To add the following -

but in relation to Part 16, Division 91 - Community Services, the House
requests the Minister to rearrange the subprogram expenditure within the
Family Services program allocation of $58 764 000 so as to make provision to
maintain the One Parent Centre at 193 Canning Highway, East Fremantle at
the same level of service as provided for in the 1990-91 Budget, such
expenditure not to exceed $270 000.

The amendment has been circulated to members, who may wish to speak to it. Sessional
orders place a time constraint of one hour on the total debate on the report of Estimates
Committee A. I will speak briefly in order to allow an opportunity for others to speak. This
amendment provides an opportunity for members to respond in a meaningful way to
community needs which have been brought to the attention of the Parliament during the
budgetary process. The Minister for Community Services has failed to convince the
Opposition that his proposal to replace the One Parent Centre at East Fremantle, which has a
specialised function of servicing the needs of single parents suddenly in crisis, with a
multipurpose neighbourhood house model addresses the problem at hand. It is proposed to
change the service rather than replace it. Single parent families are subject to special and
inherent stress such as loss, separation, sole responsibility for children, no respite from
children and the absence of support networks. The resources provided to achieve results -
that is. the eight part time family resource workers, and full time positions of senior social
worker, coordinator, child care worker and a secretarial support person - will be taken away.
Grants will be made to community or neighbourhood houses to cover operational and staff
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employment, but this new model will have financial support of $43 000 as opposed to
$270 000 to the One Parent Centre. The necessary professional expertise which ties together
a support network servicing 300 single parents and 500 children will go. If one divides those
500 children into the $270 000, it equates to $500 a child a year as opposed to the cost, for
instance, of foster care which is $11 000 a child a year. When one considers the juvenile
delinquency problem and the detention cost of $50 000 a child a year, the expenditure of
$500 a year, or $10 a week, is not a huge amount of money. The success of the One Parent
Centre at East Fremantle is due to many things. Firstly, it is an early intervention model and
it is immediately accessible. That distinguishes the model which is working, the present One
Parent Cenwre, from the other services to which Minister has referred. We have been told at
public meetings that there is a time lag of up to six weeks before the Department for
Community Services can help these people. If one's spouse dies suddenly and one has a
child, a mortgage to pay, and food to provide one needs help immediately; one cannot hang
around for weeks waiting for support. The One Parent Centre, through its network of part
time resource workers and its Outreach program, gives very valuable and important
assistance to people in this position. The One Parent Centre recognises that the welfare of
children and their parents is inextricably related and has devised specialised programs to
assist them. It recognises that the most critical stage in the development of children is in the
under six age group. Research shows that the most care must be taken at this stage. Any
debate which fosters the impression that the WA Inc chickens have come home to roost
resulting in the funding cuts in this area is merely an attempt to mask the fact that the
Government has made a conscious decision to change its priorities. I am not arguing with
the right of Governments to reassess their directions and priorities from year to year.
However, it is within the Government's capacity to maintain this service, and it has made a
conscious decision not to.
The Parent Help Centre in Mt Lawley and the Southwell Child Health Services Centre refer
sole parents to the One Parent Centre. The Southwell centre has a four week waiting period
for individual counselling and a two month waiting period to see a child psychologist. The
Ngala Family Resource Centre - it had its funding cut by, I think, $50 000 - also refers sole
parents to the One Parent Centre. Grevillia House, a program run jointly by Princess
Margaret Hospital for Children and Lady Lawley Cottage of the Red Cross Society, has a
waiting list until next year. I have received many letters from individuals which I will not
have time to place on the record. However, the following is a list of organisations which
have written to me: The South West Metropolitan Social Development Council indicated the
importance of the intervention model. It believes a gap will be created which cannot be
filled by overutilised resources. The Coolbellup Family Support Service is concerned about
the loss of programs on self-esteem and grief management. The south west metropolitan
children's services planning committee has indicated that the One Parent Centre is unique
because it offers an intensive parenting course. It played an excellent role in decreasing the
potential for juvenile delinquency. The Marriage Guidance Council of Western Australia
refers clients to the OPC and points out that an investigation which was conducted over
approximately five months indicates that the service should be expanded, not cut. The
department of social work and social administration at the University of Western Australia
brought to my attention the large percentage of delinquents who come from stressed and
unsupported families. Tefoeit strongly supports the retention of the One Parent Centre.
The Meeting Place Community Centre is another. The Multicultural Women's Health
Centre indicates the importance of early intervention when problems in families arise. It also
said that the Department for Community Services was pretty slow off the mark in helping
those people. The Western Australian Association of Medical Women regards the decision
as reckless. The scores of letters from individuals have also brought those points to my
attention.
The point has been made that, because this program has been the only one operating for
15 years, it is some sort of pilot program. Fifteen years is not the amount of time over which
a pilot program operates. The OPC has received ongoing funding and the success of these
operations must be measured by results. I am convinced that much good work is being done
and solutions for people in crisis are being very well enhanced by the centre, which covers
about 26 suburbs. The outreach program allows people who would normally live in isolation
and in unsatisfactory circumstances to be reached by the program,
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I will examine how it may be possible for the Minister to consider the request, should the
House decide to ask him to do that. Last year. the vote in the Budget for the Department for
Community Services was underspent by $2.3 million. It has a history of under spending. I
believe under spending will be evident again when next year's Budget is being considered.
Potential exists within the Budget to allow the Minister to define where under spending may
appear. Under the Family Services Program, which was allocated $58 million in this year's
Budget, are subprograms. The Government's actual expenditure last year for family and
individual support was $23.9 million. The allocation this year has been reduced by
$1.1 million to $22.8 million. That is the program through which the One Parent Centre has
been funded in the past. Another subprogram is the out of home and alternative care
program. Last year's allocation was $25 million; it has been reduced marginally to
$24.7 million this year that is a reduction of $300 000. The actual difference of $270 000 is
simply one per cent of that program. I know from discussions with DCS people that theme is
a trend is to move away from foster came and institutional care, and to maximnise the
opportunity for people to remain in care with the core family. Should the Government be
successful in that aim - it is a good direction - large savings may well come from that
program. Perhaps savings will eventuate as a result of the redundancy package being put
together. I have no details on that, but perhaps it can be examined. Department for
Community Services administration costs in head office are heavy; perhaps those costs can
be examined and some adjustments made.
Itris critical that assistance is available when it is needed. The One Parent Centre concept is
successful because it employs pan time professionals with expertise who get our and about.
They put families in touch with other people in similar difficulties and build a supportive
network. I am sure that many of the men and women involved have made lifetime
friendships and built support networks which will save this Scare an enormous amount of
money because the natural parents will be able to continue to bring up their children.
Nonetheless they need assistance. In the past the Government has acknowledged that; it
should acknowledge it now.
In moving this amendment, the Opposition is providing the opportunity for Parliament to
form a viewpoint on the matter: Should the amendment be successful, we look forward to
the Minister's listening to the House and to the people and to giving consideration to how
problems can be addressed. During emergency situations, professional help must be
available; it cannot be provided by volunteers at neighbourhood houses. They are excellent
institutions, but they do not address the specific problems concerning single parent families.
MR SHAVE (Melville) [2.29 pm]: I reiterate a comment made by Hon Kay Hallahan in
another place when she opened the One Parent Centre in May 1988. During the opening of
the centre she said that she was more than confident that the centre was entering a new phase
and that the development of the program would be very positive. She also said -

There are very few family support programs in Western Australia which have run as
long, or as successfully as the One Parent Centre.

However, the reality is that in 1988 the Government, through its agents, spent money on the
centre and has now said that because it is a pilot program and because the programn does not
operate in other places it is not necessary to continue the program. I support the comments
made by the member for Morley outside this place this afternoon. He said that rather than
cutting the funding to this facility the Government should be looking at expanding the
facility. Members opposite wilt say that they do not have the money, but I put it to the
Government that it is a matter of priorities and that what is happening with this Government
is the same as what is happening with the Federal Government: They ame choking the money
off at the grass roots and using it in the administrative area. The member for Morley also
said outside this place that 20 per cent of the money allocated to facilities such as the One
Parent Centre is spent on administration. It is the same old story. That is why the Liberal
Party is opposed to centralised government and why it supports locay based Governments,
because at the base level people administer money better. When it is left to a centralised
group we arrive at the same result; that is, the money is used in administration. That is the
sad story of this Government and of its Federal counterpart; they use the money in
administration and the people at the bottom of the heap receive nothing.
What a classic example from a Labor Government at a time of crisis. This same centralist

5517



Government told us that no children would be living in poverty by 1990, This State has
massive social problems with kids going off the rails and becoming involved in crime, and
what has the Government done about these problems? It has chopped the funds because it
does not have the hear nor the courage to get rid of some of its advisers; those people in
cushy jobs who are close to Government members. The Government continues to take
money away from the people who cannot afford to protect themselves. The Minister
obviously does not understand the situation at the One Parent Centre, especially when he
says that because there is no centre in Balga there should be no centre in East rem antle.
Five different areas feed into that centre in Fremantle because Government departments are
overloaded with work as a result of the crises occurring in the community. If the Minister
does not convince his colleagues to accede to the continuance of this facility be should have
the courage to step aside and allow someone who does have the courage to take his place.
The Government does not understand that it is important to do things other than look after
itself and its mates. The Government has done nothing to address the problems in the
commiunity. The Government is saying to the member for Fremantle that it does not have
any political obligation in this issue, so it will just do nothing and in 12 months' time the
people will forget about it. That is not good enough.
When the people protested in front of the member for Fremantle's office he said that he was
opposed to the Government's inaction. I was led to believe that the member for Fremantle
had influence in the Cabinet room. [ do not know what influence he really has, but why was
he not at the meeting when those people aired their grievances? The member for Fremantle
is ducking his responsibilities and is taking the easy option because one of his colleagues was
rolled in the Cabinet room and did not protect the interests of those people. If the Minister
for Community Services thinks he is financially smart - I have a little more experience in
business and financial matters than he does - and thinks that he is saving money by making a
saving of $250 000, he should think again; because in 10 years' time the Government will be
spending three times that amount on social and welfare problems when it is picing these
kids up o~ff the streets. The Government has lost sight of the fact that if we do not solve the
problems at the base level we will never solve the problems. The Minister says that he is
compassionate and cares about working people. The Minister and the member for Fremantle
do not care at all because if they did they would have the courage of their convictions and
when this matter is put to the test they would support this motion. The Minister has a moral
responsibility to do that.
This place is about protecting the rights of people, but everything the Government does is of
a political nature. The Government cannot make a decision which will assist people who
cannot protect themselves. All the Government can do is relate everything to votes. It does
not matter whether an election is coming up, whether the Government is fund raising and
doing deals with its friends who subscribe heavily to the Government's campaigns, or
whether the Covemnment is dealing with issues such as this one; it should not differentiate
between those issues. The inister for Transport can sit there and look concerned because
she is one of the people who will suffer at the next election as a result of this Government's
attempts to protect its political backside while not caring for the welfare of Western
Australian people.
Mrs Beggs: You have never cared about anything in your life except yourself.
Mr SHAVE: The Minister can scowl, interject and make whatever comments she likes, but
she knows as well as I do that a whole tribe of advisers have come from the Labor Party who
could not get jobs in private enterprise. Thbe Government is propping up those people with
taxpayers' money. Why does the Government need those people? If the Ministers cannot do
their jobs they should let their advisers do them. Even if the Ministers can do their jobs they
are still neglecting their responsibilities.
Mr Catania: Put the record on.
Mr SHAVE: That backbencher can make his comments, but he is the fortunate one because
he was not in the Cabinet room when all that money was misappropriated. The day of
judgment is coming for those Ministers, and the inister for Transport is one of the people
who will pay the price for what is happening now. The Minister for Community Services
should have the courage to stand up and support these people.
The Minister should not come in here with his empty rhetoric that, because it is not in one
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area, it should not be in Mnother area. That is like saying that a hospital that has penicillin
should not have it because all the other hospitals do not have it because Medicare does not
work. That is how this situation will finish up if it keeps going the way it is.
I urge all people in this place to support this motion to protect these people in the face of an
attempt by the Labor Party to totally alienate those people who thought at one time it had a
social conscience.
MR RIPPER (Belmont - Minister for Community Services) [2.40 pm]: It is interesting that
the Opposition wishes to play a pant in the making of financial decisions in this State. It is
interesting that members opposite wish to shoulder some of the burden of making difficult
decisions between competing priorities.
Dr Gallop: They are not doing that.
Mr RIPPER: It would be nice to think they were doing that. They are making a gesture in
that direction because the responsibility is the Government's alone. The motion is phrased in
terms of a request and therefore cannot be considered as binding on the Government.
Nevertheless, it is interesting to see the way in which the Opposition has approached this
matter because, as my colleague the Minister for Microeconomic Reform has pointed out,
while the Opposition might appear to be undertaking the difficult task of choosing between
competing priorities, it has not done that because it has not indicated in its motion what
precisely it would reduce to restore the funding to the One Parent Centre. The motion is not
so much a promise to the One Parent Centre as a threat to everything else in the family
services program of the Department for Community Services. The family services program
is divided into five subprograms, the first of which is the family and individual support
subprogram.
Mr Macinnon: Which program do the security guards come under?
Mr RIPPER: I imagine they are under the portfolio of the Minister for Police. I am
surprised that, as a former Minister, the Leader of the Opposition is not aware of that. That
was a most naive remark.
Mr Macinnon: Who pays for them? You pay for them, Minister.
Mr RIPPER: Would the Leader of the Opposition like to hear my explanation or does he
want to make a speech? Why does he not hop up in the debate?
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr RIPPER: Amongst other things, the family and individual support subprogram pays for
the community and neighbourhood houses across the State. It pays also for the Parent Help
Centre. Is the Opposition suggesting that the Government should cut funding to community
and neighbourhood houses across this State? Is the Opposition suggesting that we should cut
funding to the Parent Help Centre to provide funding for the One Parent Centre?
Mr Macl~innon: Stop paying security guards.
Mr RIPPER: That is not what the motion suggests. It asks the Government to rearrange the
family services program to provide funds for the One Parent Centre. I suggest that that puts
many other programs under threat. Which ones would the Opposition target were it in
Government and this motion were passed?
Mr Macinnon: You did not even listen to the member for Scarborough.
Mr RIPPER: That is an absurd proposition, Mr Speaker. Anyone with any powers of
observation would have observed me here taking notes as the member for Scarborough
spoke.
Mr Shave interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! The level of interjections is extraordinarily low and unnecessary. I
will not rule them out totally because, as members know, that is not my wont. However, I
noted that while the mover of the motion and the seconder made their speeches the Minister
for Community Services was in his seat and did not interject. I think it is only fair that he be
given the same courtesy.
Mr RIPPER: It is important that we have a rational and considered debate on this question of
budgetary priorities. It is a question of priorities and, in debating the motion, we need to
OQU83
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consider other programs that would be affected were the Opposition's suggestion adopted. I
have indicated some of the things covered in the family and individual support subprogram
that could be affected.
The education services subprogram is the second subprogram under the family services
program. Two vital programs are involved in that, the first of which is the early intervention
program, which aims to improve the language skills of parents in disadvantaged families in
order to enhance the education of their children. If we cut funding to that program we would
be attacking some of the most disadvantaged people in the community and we would be
threatening the educational prospects of their children. The second part of the education
services subprogram is the provision of support to families with children who are having
difficulties at school. We know that many Aboriginal children run into difficulties at school
and it is useful for the whole community, including the Aboriginal community, that there is
support for those families in their negotiations with the schools, so that the education of the
children will be improved. A reduction in funding to either of those programs in line with
the Opposition's suggestion would have a significant effect on the educational prospects of
children from some very disadvantaged families.
The next subprogram under the family services program is the youth subprogram. Is the
member for Scarborough, who is a member of the Select Committee into Youth Affairs,
suggesting in his motion that we should make further inroads into youth services in order to
fund the One Parent Centre? Is he suggesting that we curtail youth programs? Perhaps I
should tell all non-Government youth programs that the Opposition thinks their funding
should be cut and that I will take $ 10 000 off 27 of them until we get enough money to fund
the One Parent Centre. That does not seem to be a rational suggestion.
The SPEAKER: Order! The level of background conversation is unacceptable. I know we
have been away for a while, but the standard of behaviour has dropped to an unacceptable
level. I think we should be setting a much better example.
Mr RIPPER: Given the Opposition's previous lukewarm approach, maybe it would prefer
that the Government cut the children's services subprogram. This may be the real target of
the Opposition's motion. I remember the member for Mandurah being all over the place
when he spoke about children's services, and refusing to make an explicit commitment to the
expansion of the children's services subprogram to which this Government and the
Commonwealth Government are committed. Hansard reveals that the member for
Mandurah was all over the place on children's services and child care. Perhaps this is t
area he believes should be targeted to fund the One Parent Centre.
Mr Pearce: The member for Mandurali was all over the place with regard to single parents.
He said in his speech in the Budget debate that one parent families were a burden on the
taxpayer.
Mr RIPPER: That was an interesting comment which highlights the hypocrisy which is
evident in some of the contributions to this debate. Under this Budget, the State
Government, in conjunction with the Commonwealth Government, will provide
299 additional long day care places, 200 additional occasional child cam places and 420 out
of school child care places, and those child care places constitute a very practical form of
support for families, including sole parent families. is the member asking me to cut the
expansion of the child care program? Is he asking me to remove that practical support from
families and to disappoint parents at Pannawonica, One Arm Point and Esperance who will
have access to additional child care services as a result of this Budget? Should we cut
funding in those areas? Perhaps not.
The member for Scarborough commented on the provisions in this yewr's Budget for out of
home and alternative care. What was he attacking? He was attacking subsidies to foster
parents which, it is proposed, will be increased from 1 December this year or payments to the
major church-based residential child care organisations. Should the Government contact the
Parkerville Children's Home and advise it that the Opposition believes that the Department
for Community Services should rearrange its budget for family and individual support and
take money from it to fund the One Parent Centre? Should the Government contact Wanslea
Family Support Services and instruct it to kick a few children out of its cottages because the
Opposition says the Government should rearrange the department's budget to fund the One
Parent Centre? The Government cannot simply say that its direction is not to rake children
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from their families and not to put them in out of home care facilities simply to reduce
expenditure. The Government's direction is not to have so many children in care, but it must
provide services to those children who are already in care. We cannot further cut funding to
residential care organisations like Parkerville and Wansica. Neither can the Government
inform all foster parents, who make an enornous contribution to the community by giving
love and care to children who they know they may not have throughout their childhood, that
their financial assistance has been cur. I have met foster parents who have parented up to
39 different foster children; we cannot look at cutting the subsidies they receive.
Mr Macinnon: We never said you should.
Mr RIPPER: The fact is that the Opposition did not say in what areas the funding should be
cut. All it said was that the department's budget should be rearranged and that the One
Parent Centre should continue to be funded. I have outlined some of the programs that
would be affected if the department were to rearrange its budget to provide funding for the
One Parent Centre as the Opposition suggested.
Mr C.J. Barnett: Given your argument, if the member for Scarborough can nominate where
the cuts should be, will you undertake to keep the One Parent Centre open?
Mr RIPPER: I will be interested to hear the proposals of the member for Scarborough. I
have already heard some proposals from members opposite and they do not shape up. For
example, we have had the old furphy that funding to head office should be cut because its
expenditure on administration is too high. That suggestion was made by the member for
Melville and I am sure he would be interested to know that staffing at head office was
reduced this financial year and last financial year. Therefore, attention has been paid to that
area. We must remen- ber that the staff at head office are involved in real jobs which have an
impact on the community. I am sure that the member for Vasse would not like the job of the
person who is planning the family centre at Busselton to be cut from head office. We have
staff at head office who are planning for the introduction of new family centres and child
care centres, both of which are part of this Government's Budget, and they negotiate with the
Commonwealth Government for Commonwealth funding which is important for the
provision of these services. The member for Melville's suggestion will not be of advantage
to this State. We should put out of our minds any suggestion that funding for out of home
care and staff at head office should be cut to provide funding for the One Parent Centre.
The member for Melville appears to believe that the One Parent Centre is a non-Government
agency and he argued that the department should be working through local voluntary
community groups and should not be spending money on Public Service administration. The
One Parent Centre is a departmental facility and the replacement facility will be a
neighbourhood house which will be a non-Government facility. The Government is acting in
accordance with the philosophy advanced to this House by the member for Melville. It is
working through local non-Government agencies. In the area of family support the relevant
non-Government agency is a neighbourhood house and that is what is proposed by the
Government. It will not be a departmental facility with all the administrative problems, if
they exist, which the member for Melville outlined. Members should bear that in mind.
The actions taken by the department are consistent with the overall trend of Government
support for the non-Government welfare sector to the extent that 29 per cent of the
department's budget goes to that sector. That commitment is substantially in advance of a
commitment one could expect from the Liberal Party with a Federal leader who advocates a
scorched earth policy for the non-Government welfare sector.
Mr Omodei: How do you know that?
Mr RIPPER: It is widely reported and some Liberals in New South Wales used to run on the
slogan "Warmi and Dry". People believe that they have dropped the principle "warm". The
current leaders of the Federal Liberal Party never proposed to follow the principle of "warm".
They follow the principle of "dry" all the way and for the welfare sector their party has a
scorched earth policy. There is a double element of hypocrisy in the Opposition's voicing its
alleged concern for the disadvantaged in the community.
It has also been suggested that the One Parent Centre draws people from a large catchment
area. It is true that it has a greater catchment area than East Fremantle only, but it cannot
service about 27 000 people who are on sole parent benefits in Western Australia; it can
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service about 300 only. The problem is that about another 26 500 single parents who are on
sole parent benefits cannot be served by this centre. In determining Budget matters in this
House we cannot operate on the philosophy that one district can be more generously serviced
than another. We must have a commitment to the fair distribution of resources across the
State and that is the reason I regard the implicit call for resignation from the member for
Melville as absolutely laughable. If we are to have that sort of call on the basis of a decision
which provides for the fair distribution of scarce welfare resources across the State, the
Opposition is far more lightweight than I imagined it to be. Perhaps it does not believe in
fairness and apparently it does not believe in consistency of argument or integrity of debate.
It is not legitimate for members opposite, who say they ame the alternative Government, to
jump on a passing bandwagon without consistency of vision or commitment to the fair
distribution of welfare services across the State.
The Opposition's suggestions for changes to the department's budget do not hold water,
especially when one looks at other parts of the department's program which would be
affected if the Opposition's proposals were to be adopted. I will give a few examples to the
House to demonstrate how the Opposition's proposals do not stand up. Should we not
provide new women's refuge services, new youth refuge centres, new youth social justice
strategy services to link homeless youth into mainstream services and back to their families,
new child care facilities, increased subsidies for foster parents, and occasional care which
parents at home value; and should we jeopardise the residential child care facilities for
children who have been abused by their biological families? The list goes on. When one
considers what is covered in the department's program it is remarkable that the Opposition
has suggested that we should cut funding to those programs to provide funding to the One
Parent Centre.
Mr Strickland: Perhaps you should protect yourself from one parent mothers.
Mr RIPPER: Members will be aware that when a Minister's office is invaded and staff are
abused, police authorities are notified as a matter of course. Members of the Opposition
should think back to the reaction of Governments of their persuasion to protesters and to the
prevailing attitude at the time before criticising the reactions of members in this Government.
That group would have required a permit to congregate in that area, and a jar of ointment to
treat the bruises on their heads if the policies of the previous Government had been adopted
with regard to this matter.
I come back to the major point: Members opposite may say that the Government should find
the money, but that is typical of the irresponsibility behind this amendment. The money can
be found only by taking money from some other area; does the Opposition want the
Government to take money from areas such as child care, women's and youth refuges,
residential child care agencies, community houses and the like? If the Opposition is dinkumn
about this matter, it must present an alternative and indicate the group it would disappoint
and from which it would be prepared to take funds.
MR DONOVAN (Morley) [3.01 pm]: When I resigned from the Australian Labor Party
two weeks ago one of the concerns I had, of which members in this House are aware, was the
Government's retal from the social justice platform of the ALP. I must regard the decision
to close the One Parent Centre as one very significant, though not exclusive, example of that
retreat. In that sense, although members of the Government may want to say this amendment
has been moved by the Liberal Party and, therefore, there must be something suspicious in it,
the amendment is significant and worthy of support.
The One Parent Centre has been in existence since 1976. 1 will tell the House what I think is
the great strength, not only of this centre, but also of a number of other agencies like it: It is
operated by a committee of consumers - by the people themselves and very largely with their
commitment and energy. That is true of a number of similar situations around this State;
community houses are a further example and they, too, have been subject to cuts in this
Budget. The Minister did at least mention one very important point, and that has been
recognised by the mover of the amendment and by other members; that is, as it stands the
amendment seems to seek the subtraction of funds from one area of service delivery in
favour of another area, namely, the One Parent Centre. At the close of my remarks I shall
move a further amendment to address this matter.
Members in this place obviously have the right and capacity to make long political speeches,
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and they very often do so. It would be more important and valuable if the arguments of the
people involved with the One Parent Centre were heard in this place. Unfortunately, time
does not allow me or anybody else to cover all the arguments at this stage. Therefore, I seek
leave to incorporate in Mansard the six point summary of the arguments by the One Parent
Centre for its continued funding.
The SPEAKER: In my view that is not the purpose for which the Standing Order has been
framed and, therefore, it is not appropriate for that leave to be sought.
Mr DONOVAN: I must accept that ruling, Mr Speaker, but at least I have taken the
opportunity to draw to the attention of the House that the One Parent Centre has presented a
well developed argument in favour of its continued funding.
The SPEAKER: That does not preclude the member for Morley from reading that argument.
Mr DONOVAN: That would not be a wise thing to do, in view of the time left for this
debate, but the point has been made.
The Minister has challenged the movers of this amendment and, frankly, I think it is an
appropriate challenge. Where should the cuts be made? One of the great problems with this
Budget, and it was discussed in the Estimates Committee, is that the cuts in the Community
Services portfolio were made where they are most felt and most damaging, at the service
delivery end of the community services spectrum. I suggest that the Minister should direct
his axe not to that end of his portfolio, but more to the corporate services program end - that
end that consumes so much in salary expenditure but delivers to the State and the Minister
himself very little in cost effectiveness. In spite of my questioning in the Estimates
Committees last week, as yet I have not received evidence indicating the effectiveness, for
instance, of the very expensive regional administrative structure of the department in the
metropolitan area. However, cuts of this nature are being made at the service delivery end. I
want to say in the strongest possible terms that the business of the Department for
Community Services in a State suffering from a recession which is causing more and more
poverty rather than less, and more and more social problems rather than less, is to direct
expenditure to service delivery where it counts. Expenditure should be directed to places
such as the One Parent Centre which has proved and continues to prove its cost effectiveness,
on paper and among the families who use the centre. That point must get through to the
Minister today if nothing else gets through in this debate.

Amendment on the Amendment
Mr DONOVAN: I move -

That the amendment be amended by deleting the following words -

subprogram expenditure within the Family Services Program allocation of
$58764000

and substituting the following words -

expenditure within the Community Services Program allocation of
$109 827 000.

I move that amendment with the firm view that it provides a more appropriate avenue of
expenditure reduction which will not affect the service delivery end, and certainly not the
One Parent Centre.
DR ALEXANDER (Perth) [3.09 pm]: I second the amendment, and I will briefly elaborate
on the reasons for its being moved. Rather than ask the Government to reallocate
expenditure within the family services subprogram, this amendment requests it to reallocate
funds within the total Community Services budget, which is twice the amount allocated to
the family services subprogram. It particularly addresses the point that the amendment may
have run into danger by the way in which it called for cuts elsewhere, although I know that
was not intended.
I underline one other paint that relates to the Community Services budget area; that is, a
number of people have brought to my attention that several of the delivery service ends of
this Community Services budget are, in fact, funded under joint Commonwealth and State
programs. I am unaware of the specific status of the One Parent Centre in this respect.
However, I know that refuges and certainly youth accommodation come under joint
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Commonwealth-State arrangements. I have a copy of correspondence from the Federal
Minister for Aged, Family and Health Services, Hon Peter Staples, saying that any funding of
an existing arrangement or service, or the re-establishment of a service under new auspices
or significant variations to requirements under schedule 4, part IV of section 8(1) of the Act,
are to be approved by the Federal Minister, In response to a lobby group from the Youth
Accommodation Coalition of Western Australia Hon Peter Staples wrote the following in a
letter to the coalition dated 4 October -

I have not yet received a request in writing from the State Minister for Community
Services, Mr Ripper, seeking my endorsement of these proposed reductions.

I draw to the attention of the House, because it is important, the fact that these services are
funded under a joint Commonwealth-State arrangement. That may not be the case for the
One Parent Centre under discussion and may be more relevant to the general matter under
discussion. However, I know that the Community Services budget and the youth
accommodation and women's refuges budgets are targeted for fairly heavy cuts. I hope that
the inister will address that point when speaking to the Federal Minister.
Mr Ripper: Those matters are considered jointly by Commonwealth and State officers and
then come up to State and Commonwealth Ministers, It may be that the considerations by
the joint officers have not been concluded. However, I will certainly discuss the matter with
the Commonwealth Minister.
Dr ALEXANDER: The point is that the matter has not been formally considered at a joint
Commonwealth-State level. The State seems to be jumping the gun when some of this
money - like it or not - comes from Canberra by making decisions which apparently fall
outside Federal guidelines.
Mr Ripper: Is the member suggesting that we should accept Commonwealth direction on our
Budget?
Dr ALEXANDER: Much of the State's Budget comes from Canberra, and all members
know that. Supported accommodation, in particular, is one of those examples. I do not
neces~sarily accept the point about direction from Canberra, but if we are operating under a
Commonwealth-State agreement and agreement Acts then I think the State is bound to
operate in that way. For those reasons I support the amendment.
MR THOMPSON (Darling Range) (3.12 pm]: Last week I took the trouble to go to the
One Parent Centre in East Fremantle where I had discussions with the people who operate
that centre. I commend them for the job they are doing. I said to the people with whom I
discussed the matter that I would approach the Treasurer and plead with her for the finance
for the facility to be extended for a while until alternative sources of funding could be found.
I believe the Government has a responsibility to Provide a service of this kind, not only in
that area but universally.
If a community has a facility such as this one and that community believes it should
continue, it seems to me the community ought to find some money to help that facility. One
of the things I suggested to the people with whom I had discussions was that they should
approach local government in the area whose ratepayers benefit from the facility, and the
service clubs to ascertain whether they would contribute money to this cause. I believe the
Government would be prepared to come to the party with some funding if it were
demonstrated that the community was putting its hand in its pocket to help this facility. It is
not something available everywhere. That is the course I will be pursuing in relation to this
amendment and I call on the Minister to consider what I have said. It is not binding on him,
and I will be surprised if the Government accedes to the request. However, I ask the
Government to consider the suggestion that I have made that the facility be given additional
time to gain community support. Another principle that should be considered now is
whether it is appropriate for the Parliament to take out of the hands of the elected
Government how that Government should spend money it raises.
Mr MacKinnon: It is not doing that. This amendment relates to a request, if we were
directing that would be different, but we are not.
Mr THOMPSON: I accept that and am pleased that the Leader of the Opposition has drawn
that distinction. It is inappropriate for that sont of use to be made of this Parliament. I will
not be supporting the amendment.
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Division
Amendment on
following result

Dr Alexander
Mr CJ. Barnett.
Mr Bloffwitcl,
Mr Bradshaw
Mr Clarico
Dr Constable

Mrs Blegg
Mr Catania
Mr Cunningham
Dr Edwards
Dr Gallop
Mr Grahamn

the amendment (words to be deleted) put and a division taken with the

Mr court
Mr Cowan
Mr Donovan
Mrs Edwardes
Mr Grayden
Mr Kieralh

Mrs Henderson
Mr Gordon Hfill
Mr Kobelke
Mr Leahy
Mr Marlborough
Mr Pearce

Ayes (23)
Mr Lewis
Mr MacKinnon
Mr Nicholls
Mr Shave
Mr Strickland
Mr Trenorden

Noes (22)
Mr Read
Mr Ripper
Mr D.L. Smith
Mr PJ. Smith
Mr Taylor
Mr Thomas

Mr Fred Tubby
Dr Turnbull
Mr Watn
Mr Wiese
Mr Blaikie (Teller)

Mr Thompson
Dr Watson
Mr Wilson
Mrs Watkins (Teller)

Par
Mr Minson Dr Lawrence
Mr House Mr Bridge
Mr Ainswortji Mr Grill
Mr McNee Mr Tray
Mr Omodel Mr McGinty

Amendment on the amendment thus passed.

Amendment on the amendment (words to be inserted) put and passed.

Division
Amendment, as amended, put and a division taken with the following result -

Ayes (23)
Dr Alexander Mr court Mr Lewis Mr Fred Tubby
Mr CJ. Barnett Mr Cowan Mr Macinnon Dr Turnbull
Mr Bloffwitrh Mr Donovan Mr Nicholls Mr wall
Mr Bradshaw Mrs Edwaides Mr Shave Mr Wiese
Mr Clarko Ms Grayden Mr Strickland Mr BLaikie (Teller)
Dr Constable Mr Kierath Mr Trenorden

Noes (22)
Mrs Bleggs Mrs Henderson Mr Read Mr Thompson
Mr Catania Mr Gordon H-ill Mr Ripper Dr Watson
Mr Cunningham Mr Kobelke Mr D.L. Smith Mr Wilson
Dr Edwards Mr Lay Mr P3. Smith Mrs Watkins (Teller)
Dr Gallop Mr Marlborough Mr Taylor
Mr Grahamn Mr Pearce Mr Thomas

Pair

Mr Minson
Ms House
Mr Ainsworth
Mr Omodei
Mr McNee

Amendment, as amended, thus passed.

Dr Lawrence
Mr Bridge
Mr Grill
Mr Tray
Mr McGinty
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Motion, as Amended
MR COWAN (Merredin - Leader of the National Party) [3.25 pm]: Judging from the
debate we have just had, it is important that the House give consideration at the earliest
opportunity to examining the Standing Orders in relation to the Estimates Committees, and
that it look closely at allowing a greater amount of time for debate on the adoption of this
report. In the past with the Committee of the Whole that has not been necessary, but now
that we have this system in operation, I recommend strongly that we extend the period of
debate for the reporting procedure of the Estimates Committees.
Motion, as amended, put and passed.

APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND) BELL
Estimates Committee B - Estimates of Expenditure Report Consideration

MR DONOVAN (Morley) [3.27 pm]: I report that Estimates Committee B has considered
Parts 6, 7. 8, 11, 12, 13, 14 and 15 of the Estimates of expenditure under the Appropriation
(Consolidated Revenue Fund) Bill 199 1. 1 move -

That the expenditures proposed in the Estimates be agreed to.
MR CLARKO (Marmion) [3.28 pm]: As I have said in this House on several occasions,
my qualified support for this new arrangement of handling the State Budget by the Estimates
Committee system is based on the fact that the last few Budgets handled by the former
method led to numerous parts of the Budget being either not debated or debated too briefly.
My experience of the arrangement as it applied to Estimates Committee B was that for a
large part of Tuesday and Thursday, there was a serious problem in respect of the time that
was made available, particularly as it related to the ministerial portfolio of the Minister for
Local Government. where about five separate areas were handled, and of the Minister for
Transport, where three areas were handled. In one case, we dealt with Tourism, which is one
of the largest industries in this State, in about 10 minutes.
Mr Catania: You had no other questions to ask.
Mr CLARKO: I call on everyone to look at the aggrieved look on the face of the normally
placid, easy going and friendly member for Balcatta. That look, which gave mec the
impression that he should have taken a stomach acid powder, is the way that most of the
Labor members behaved during the committee proceedings in which I participated. It
seemed to me that they had been given an instruction by the Government to obstruct any
question which related to a political hotspot.
Mr Catania: What a lot of garbage!
Mr CLARKO: That is exactly the sort of speeches they gave - a lot of garbage. The member
for Eyre was in the most cantankerous mood I have ever seen him in, and that is saying
something. Mr Angry Ant, the member for Eyre, was even more angry than usual; every
time a question was asked which related to a weakness of the Government, he tried to stifle
debate and called on the Chairman to rule the matter out of order. When we discussed the
new arrangements for the Estimates Committees a couple of weeks ago I said very
deliberately that it was vital that those members asking questions be able to do much more
than simply ask a dollars and cents question and receive a dollars and cents answer. I made
that very plain to the House. A tremendous change has taken place in the handling of the
Budget. In the old days, which operated here for nearly 100 years, when the Budget was
debated in this Chamber all sorts of partisan political matters were raised. The newspapers in
those days would be filled every day with the news that some member, usually from the
Opposition, had made a point about a particular subject area, either in general or as it applied
to his electoral district.
Mr P.J. Smith: Are you saying that happened during discussion of the Estimates?
Mr CLARKO: Yes, it happened all the way through the Budget debate, including the
Committee stage, and very lengthy arguments took place. A few years ago the system was
changed, as the member for Bunbury knows; he was a member of this place then. The time
for debating the Budget was extended, which I believe led to the new system. Extending the
time for discussion of the Estimates was a big mistake, and now we have a serious problem
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the other way. In my opinion the time allowed this year for discussing the Estimates was
inadequate. It was inadequate last time, but there were three committees last time so in that
sense not so many portfolios associated with one Minister were dealt with at one time.
Mr P.J. Smith: But in the discussion on local government you spent 16 minutes debating the
philosophy of one-vote-one-value.
Mr CLARJCO: The paint is that that matter is before the Parliament at this very moment; it is
on the Notice Paper and I have been told it is to be debated this week. That matter has been
addressed in recent months and is part of the debate about the current financial year. which
began on 1 July. The Department of Local Government is spending money to prepare
legislation about one-vote-one-value and considering what should be in the legislation, so
surely it is appropriate for me to raise questions about it. It is set out in the Program
Statements, and I believe that if something is set out in the Program Statements members
should be able to raise questions about it. If we cannot, this Parliament should do away with
the new system.
Mr Catania: But does not the philosophical discussion take place outside the Budget
Estimates debate?
Mr CLARKO: No. For 100 years the system enabled members to speak on the matter Of, for
instance, one-vote-one-value and electoral issues, particularly when legislation about it was
on the Notice Paper at the same time. Members have always been able to talk about matters
of that kind. If the Government introduced a system which stopped that - which it may want
to do. and that is fair enough - the system we have now will have no heart; because if we
reach the situation of talking only about dollars and cents there is no paint in talking about
the Budget. Program Statements Volumes I and 2 state very clearly and specifically what
was achieved last year and what are the objectives for the current financial year. Surely we
should be able to talk about the objectives of the various departments for the current year
which involve the expenditure of money. It is logical enough that we should talk about it. I
did not raise questions which were not on the agenda today or not related to money being
spent today; I took up matters which related to both of those things. We have reached a very
poor position. Also, I was surprised that the member for Balcatta, who is not a cantankerous
person by nature but almost the reverse, tied to stifle me on a point I raised, and that
approach was consistent from Government members all the way through. Right or wrong -
and I am not trying to apportion blame - we must sort out beforehand the situation that will
apply in the Estimates Committees. I put it to the House very strongly that next time the type
of question that members can ask - for instance, in relation to one-vote-one-value - must be
clarified.
I referred earlier to the time set down for discussion under the Minister for Local
Government's portfolios. It covered five specific areas and the time allotted was from
10.00 am to 3.00 pm, which is four hours, discounting the lunch hour. That time was not
sufficient. I think the total amount of time the committee devoted to the Racing and Gamning
portfolio was approximately 15 minutes, which was totally inadequate. A huge revolution is
occurring in the world of racing and gamning in this State. Last year the projected turnover
for the Totalisator Agency Board was $520 million but the outcome was $461 million, a fall
of $59 million. That is a mailer of great moment to the racing industry, which is one of the
top thre or four industries in the State. It is a major industry which involves a good deal of
money and affects many people - not just those on the racetracks but also the people who sell
oats, and so on. A huge question is hanging over the racing industry. That is proved by the
fact that since 1988 at least half a dozen significant reports have been made about the
industry. At this very moment the Minister is considering an examination of the financial
affairs of the Western Australian Trotting Association and the Western Australian Turf Club;
I believe that is before Cabinet at present. No doubt the Government is also considering the
TAB plan. Then there is the question of whether the Auditor General will recommend to the
Minister for Racing and Gamning that legislation should be introduced to deal with previous
structures of the TAB. As well, there is the possibility that legal action will be taken against
former members of the TAB. All those things are before the industry right now, yet the
Committee could have only 15 minutes to discuss the portfolio.
Even now, I have 20 minutes to talk about all of the areas in which I have an interest. I have
three shadow portfolios and there is no time to give adequate attention to something of this
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sort. Very few members of ibis Parliament have an opportunity to speak on matters other
than those which are set out on the Notice Paper. T'hey have an opportunity during the
Address-in-Reply debate, during the general debate on the Budget, and also during debate on
certain other major financial Bills, but very few of those come through in a year - perhaps
four or five at most - and on some the Government is not keen for members to talk at all, if
two come through together. Therefore very few opportunities exist for a private member to
discuss issues in which he has a special interest. In fact, if one checked the records one
would find that Government members in particular - and it just happens to be the
Government in this Chamber, we will be there in 18 months' time and it will apply then,
too - do not speak very often. If one added up the number of times Government backbench
members speak in a year, it would be extremely small. These members will be pressured not
to speak.
Mr Catania: That is a lot of garbage.
Mr CLARKO: If the member carried out a study of how many hours are spent in debate in a
year by Government backbenchers compared to members of the Opposition, he will find it is
a mere fraction. It is logical and there are many reasons for it, but itris the truth. Some
Government members hardly speak at all.
Mr P.J. Smith: If we took every opportunity we would be here until the new year because
you speak on every possible occasion.
Mr CLARKO: We do not really; and this Government has dramatically reduced the number
of days Parliament sits. The Premier is not well today; however, when she first attained her
current position she decided that the House would not sit after dinner on Wednesdays, and
thus reduced the number of hours in which the House sirs.
Mr Catania: She did not decide that.
Mr CLARKO: She made a statement to the community of Western Australia to that effect,
apparently before receiving approval from her party. Therefore, the House is sitting for less
and less time, and the argument that members can speak about Budget matters on other
occasions is fallacious.
I was very concerned about remarks recorded in the Estimates Committee B Hansard of
15 October. Comments are attributed to Mr Marlborough on page 122, but these should be
attributed to Mr Grill; the remarks relate to a decision made by Mr Bradshaw regarding a
question I raised concerning free food and drink. The member said, "You are not showing
the sort of impartiality that a Chairman should be showing." That is a disgraceful comment
from the member for Lyre - although it does not surprise me as he is under a great deal of
pressure for a number of reasons - and his performance that day was atrocious.
Also, it will be necessary to allocate more time for the Estimates Committees next year. It
has been suggested - and this was recommended by the Clerks before the system began two
years ago - that the Estimates Committees should sit not for three days of one week, but for
five days of one week; that is, from Monday to Friday from 10.00 am to 6.00 pm. If such a
system caused problems to our country colleagues, perhaps we could rise at midday on the
Friday and sit from 9.00 am on each day to make up the time.
Mr C.J. Barnett: Would that system entail a single committee?
Mr CLARKO: It would probably involve two committees, but time would tell whether that
was necessary; nevertheless, such a system would provide more time to debate the Estimates.
I indicate to the Leader of the House that when a Minister has, for example, five portfolios to
cover, it is vital that we establish a timetable for dealing with each Division. If five
portfolios are to be considered in five hours - that is, each portfolio is allocated one hour -
and the portfolio under discussion does not reach its conclusion in irs allotted hour, the
debate should be terminated to consider the next portfolio. However, towards the end of the
five hour period the portfolio in question could be brought on again for further debate.
Members are keen to participate in the Estimates Committees, and they must have a
timetable so that they are aware which subject will be discussed at what time. That is unclear
at the moment. It may be thought that a subject will be discussed at a particular time, but
that may not eventuate. Essentially, the next time the Estimates Committees are held,
specific times must be allocated and Divisions which are not considered to their conclusion
must be debated at a laterstage. If chat is not done problems wI arise.
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The Leader of the House will probably agree that when observers sought to ask questions
during the Estimates Committees, the committee members with prepared questions and a
certain expertise in the area under discussion prevented them from doing so. Also, it is
essential that members chairing the committees allow members to preface comments with
partisan material - this could be done by way of Sessional Order. It may be necessary to
restrain the time available for such utterances, but members must be permitted to make
comments of that kind provided that they relate to the Division under consideration.
However, as the Budget allocates funds for salaries, it can be argued without difficulty that
this line of reasoning should be allowed because officers within departments spend time
preparing legislation and implementing policy.
If the adjustments I suggest are not made, people will become more dissatisfied with the
system and will wish to move away from it. The Estimates Committee system is worth
persevering with provided that members - particularly members of the Opposition, who will
shortly constitute members of the Government - have a proper opportunity to consider these
matters in many different ways. This should include the opportunity for members to make
partisan comments.
MR COWAN (Merredin - Leader of the National Party) [3.46 pm]: The Estimates
Committees system is an improvement on the Committee of the Whole House system which
was used formerly to consider the appropriations within the Budget. The introduction of the
Program Statements along with this committees system has allowed access to much more
information than was previously available. The tendency under the former system was that
when the Estimates were considered by the Committee of the Whole, members would take
the opportunity to make speeches. At the end of the speech the Minister would respond
briefly providing information to the questions asked during the course of the speech.
Therefore, this Committee debate was one of the most repetitive debates which occurred in
this House. The two Estimates Committees system provides the advantage of the Program
Statements and that of the Minister being accompanied by his or her chief executive officer
or a senior officer of the department under discussion. Therefore, it is possible with
cooperation - I stress the word cooperation - to extract more information than under the old
system.
The operations of the Estimates Committees can be fine tuned in a number of ways: Firstly.
it must be decided whether members of the Committees should have access to advice in the
same way that Ministers are able to obtain advice from senior members of their departments.
Members should have access to advice without the necessity of runners transferring the
advice in and out of the Chamber. In the past Ministers' advisers sat in the Speaker's Gallery
or in the corridors outside the Chamber and notes were passed backwards and forwards to the
Minister. Under the current system that need is eliminated but some Ministers engage in a
system of Chinese whispers. It is now possible for a Minister to allow a chief executive
officer to speak on his or her behalf. Some Ministers exercise the right to respond to every
question asked and in such cases he or she engages in secretive whispers with their officers
before answering; nevertheless, the need for information to be canted backwards and
forwards has been obviated. However, for members that is not the case. Members who have
access to researchers or to people providing them with advice are still required to have the
advice delivered to them in a message form. In this day and age, that is a nonsense. It is
time that matter was considered and that the provisions or orders which relate to these new
committee systems are reviewed in order to allow that to occur. I am sure members would
agree that if we are to use the Select Committee room for the Estimates Committees we
should ensure that the bells and the loudspeakers in that room are turned off. They were a
distraction and an annoyance towards the end of the week.
I have mentioned the capacity of some Ministers to allow their executive officers or senior
departmental officers to respond to questions. That matter needs to be formalised also.
Quite a difference in procedure occurred among individual Ministers. Some Ministers
allowed their senior executive officers to respond directly to questions and some did not. It
is time it became very clear that in Estimates Committee proceedings Ministers should
always be responsible for policy matters. On the other hand, it should be the responsibility
of the senior executive officer or the senior departmental officer sitting with the Minister to
answer questions on administrative or expenditure matters. Perhaps that is an issue on which
the chairman of the committee should make a determination at the time because it is not
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expressly covered in the Sessional Orders. It would be far more appropriate to have more
direct participation by officers of the various departments in responding to administrative or
expenditure related questions while Ministers are responsible for questions of policy.
If persons other tihan members of Parliament or attendants of Parliament are to attend the
Estimates Committees, members of Parliament who participate in the committees have a
responsibility to remember they are not dealing only with their colleagues irrespective of the
fact that they may be from the other side of the House. In Estimates Committee B the
behaviour - that is as good a word as any - of certain members of Parliament was not
conducive to extracting the most information or advice from die people required to present
themselves to the committee, If we, as members of Parliament, expect senior executive
officers or senior departmental officers to participate in die committee system we must leave
the antics sometimes exhibited in this place out of those proceedings. Party rivalry or
politicisation of issues must be left outside. We should look at the Estimates Committees as
a system designed to extract the most information from those people invited to participate,
who would not normally be involved in debate in this House.
Another matter that concerns me is the structure of the questioning. It may be appropriate
that general items in the program are dealt with first. Programs should then be discussed in
the same sequence in which they are listed in the Program Statements in order that one is not
forever looking all over the place for information. I would much prefer the debates to be
more structured and to follow a better sequence. It is also important to note that Parliament
has not yet dealt with the statutory authorities or agencies for which the Government is
responsible, but for which no budgetary allocation is made and, consequently, the
committees cannot examine their funding. A mechanism should be included under Standing
Orders which allows for debate, even if a special day is set aside for it, on some of the major
Government agencies such as the Western Australian Water Authority, the State Energy
Commission, Homeswest and the State Government Insurance Commission. Theiy should all
be the subject of debate in the Estimates Committees, even if we must resort to giving them a
token appropriation of $10 each. At present, because no appropriations are made for those
bodies, their funding cannot be discussed or debated.
Mr Lewis: It is galling that the same thing was pointed out to the Government last year. It
agreed that we didn't have the opportunity to debate this. It said it would look at the matter
and has done nothing about it.
Mr Pearce: That is rubbish.
Mr Lewis: I raised it concerning the Water Authority. The Minister attended the committee
with Water Authority officers and it was ruled by the chairman that there could be no debate
because there was no item.
Mr Pearce: I will respond on that issue when the Leader of the National Party is finished.
Mr COWAN: I know that the matter of appropriation for the Water Authority was raised in
debate last year. In previous years, there was appropriation for the Water Authority. Last
year was the first occasion on which no appropriation was made and for that reason its
operations could not be debated. That ruling has prevailed. If we want to improve the
system under which we operate we must be responsive to requests for change. That is a
significant change; no appropriation has been made, therefore its operations cannot be
debated. However, that situation can be overcome by either appropriating a token amount of
money or altering the Standing Orders to specifically allow for Government agencies which
spend taxpayers' funds to be open for debate at some time during the Estimates Committee
stages.
When in Estimates Committee A an amendment was moved requesting the Government to
give consideration to a change to the appropriation of money, it was very clear that one hour
for debate was insufficient. On that basis it is apparent that we will have to accommodate the
capacity for the House to debate any requests for change. In my opinion we will probably
not need any more than the allotted time for Estimates Committees where no change is
requested. However, when it is, we need to give consideration to an amendment to go back
to puffing a limitation on members rather than allowing one hour for the total debate as is
allowed by the time management process. It will take longer, but the Leader of the House
should acknowledge, as should all members, that this Estimates Committee system speeds up
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the passage of the Appropriation Hills through the House. That is a good thing. We have
now completed the second year of this system and it has reinforced my view that the system
works much better than the Committee of the Whole debate. For that reason, I would like to
see it continue. However, I do not think that, in two short years, we have found the answer
or that the system does not deserve to be kept under very close scrutiny so that, where
changes are needed, those changes can be made.
MR DONOVAN (Morley) [4.02 pm]: As the Chairman of Estimates Committee B I use
this opportunity to offer to the management committee same matters that have been
canvassed by members. Some are problems that came to my attention as chairman and same
are problems which the staff supporting that committee very helpfully drew to my attention.
They do not have the opportunity in this forum to have those problems recorded, although I
am sure they will record them in their normal day to day work.
The member for Marmion referred to the problem of insufficient time. In our experience in
Estimates Committee B, that was a problem of programming for Divisions. At the moment,
Estimates Committees are organised around parts, as they should be. I want the management
committee to address at least the possibility of programming by Divisions as that is where
most of the difficulties arose, not only for members, but also for Ministers.
The second difficulty for the chairperson and one which I hope the management committee
will address is the problem of interpretation of the Sessional Orders under which the
committees operate. I mentioned this last year in my remarks at this stage of the debate.
There is a difficulty in drawing a fine line between questions and arguments which quite
properly address themselves to items of expenditure in the Budget and the problem of
questions and arguments which are related items but which do not necessarily have a direct
content in the items. I do not know what is the answer to that, but it certainly slows debate
and it certainly makes it difficult for members and the Minister sometimes to address the real
issues. The Leader of the House will recall that, during his session last week as Minister for
the Environment, a situation like that arose where we found ourselves debating for 20
minutes a point that was certainly relevant but to which the Minister did not have within the
Estimates a responsibility to reply. The reply was given because the Minister was courteous
enough to give it; he was not obligated to do that. That problem needs to be sorted out in the
Sessional Orders.
The question arose several times - not only from the member for Marmion - about advisers
and staff of members of the committee being allowed into hearings to assist members.
Rightly or wrongly, I support Mr Speaker's views. The Estimates Committees are creatures
of the House and an alternative for the Committee of the Whole debate, as the Leader of the
National Party pointed out. It is not appropriate for that Committee stage, simply because it
occurs outside of this Chamber in respect of one committee at least, to become a public
forum for all members, bearing in mind that there are now nine who could have with them
their entourage of staff and advisers to take part in the hearings. They do not have that
privilege on the floor of this Chamber and I can see no valid argument for giving them that
privilege in the Estimates Committees. The Speaker's ruling on this matter should be
supported. Only Ministers should have advisers and staff to assist them to provide the
committee with the information and answers to questions about specific items of
expenditure.
There was a problem this year as there was last year which applied to Estimates Committee
B but does not apply to Estimates Committee A; that is. the public address system that
operates throughout the building and, specifically, the bells which ring for another place at
given times during the committee's proceedings in the afternoon sessions. You. Madam
Acting Speaker (Dr Edwards), will recall the tremendous imposition that was posed by the
ringing of those bells and the difficulties they created for members and Ministers.
The staff reported a problem with the changeover of members and the obtaining of signatures
in and out after breaks. Although it was better than last year, it is still a clumsy arrangement
and one over which it is difficult to exercise control.
Finally, there is a problem relating to Ministers' not having information with them. An
agreement exists for Ministers to make that information available at a later date. Different
procedures are adopted by different committees uinder different chairs about how that should
be implemented, that is, whether staff should record the question and follow it up with the
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Minister or whether the Minister should provide the information on his own initiative and to
whom. That is still a problem. Even though the Sessional Orders are specific in that regard,
I think they still allow some ambiguity and provide difficulty in making sure that the right
questions are asked and recorded in Hansard and the right answers are given.
Finally, I take this opportunity on behalf of members of the Estimates Committee which I
chaired to place on record our appreciation for the work done by the parliamentary staff,
Kirsten Williams, David Robinson, Ernie McNally, and others who deputised for them from
time to time. They worked long hours in quite difficult circumstances and were always most
helpful and cooperative in making sure the Chairman, members of the Committee and
Ministers had every convenience and assistance they could possibly provide. It was to their
credit that they performed their task so well.
MR BLAIKIE (Vasse) [4. 10 pm]: I warnt to comment on the general nature of the new
Committee system. I campaigned vigorously for a long period for changes to be made to the
old system for the consideration of the Estimates. Some criticism may be made of the new
system, but I support the comment of the Leader of the National Party that the Estimates
Committees, as operated in the past two years, have been more satisfactory than the system
in previous years when the Committee of the Whole House considered the Budget. This is
only the second year in which these Estimates Committees have been in place and, as I said
last year and I emphasise today, some weaknesses in the system should be addressed.
Firstly, it was an improvement in my view to reduce the number of Committees from three to
two. However, I do not think it is good enough for consideration of the Budget to be limited
to three relatively short sitting days. We should follow the example set in South Australia,
where 10 sitting days are allowed for consideration of the Estimates. South Australia
basically works on a system of examining the portfolios of one Minister each day. The
sittings start at 9.00 am or 10.00 am each day and finish at 10.00 pm. I suggest that we
should adopt that system next year, because it is certainly the system that ultimately will be
followed in this State. Of all the functions performed by members of Parliament in this
House, surely the most important is the scrutiny of the State's Budget? T7his. year we tried to
scrutintise expenditure of $5.25 billion in a three day rushed period. As I have already
indicated, rushed though it may have been, in my view it was infinitely better than th.-
previous system. We need to establish a structure in which we retain the two Committee
system, and sittings are held over two weeks to allow more time for the Committees to work
properly. More time is necessary because, for example, only 13 minutes was available in
which to consider the Tourism portfolio. That is obviously unsatisfactory.
I refer now to the Program Statements, which were first introduced last year. They provide
members with far better background than was previously the case. It is important that heads
of department are present during sittings of the Committees to provide backup to their
Ministers or more detailed information which Ministers cannot provide. In some areas - one
in the parliamentary area - the Committee was told that the Budget figures were wrong and
that changes had been made to the actual amounts since the Budget papers were presented.
I strongly support a further comment made by the Leader of the National Party that
Government agencies should be subject to the scrutiny of Parliament. One of the important
principles of the Westminster system is that the Government can make decisions subject to
the approval of Parliament. Too often in the past the Government has taken away from the
Parliament legislative responsibility in key areas. All Government expenditure, whether
through Government agencies or corporations, should be subject to the scrutiny of and
approval by the Parliamnent.
In summary, this Parliament has come a long way in this area. However, I do not believe the
current system is as satisfactory as it could or should be, although it is better than in the past-
I ask the Government to take on board my comments. Surely, if a longer period were
allowed for scrutiny of expenditure of $5.25 billion, members of Parliament would be far
better informed and the electorte would be far more satisfied that members were performing
a very important function in scrutinising expenditure.
MR PEARCE (Armnadale - Leader of the House) [4.17 pm]: I am in a strange historical
position because the history of Parliament under the Westminster system has been a struggle
by the Parliament to take the right to levy taxation away from the monarch, and then a
struggle by the Parliament to scrutnise that expenditure. I have been fighting a long battle to
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get this House to scrutinise the expenditure. This might be the first time in the history of the
Westminster system that a Leader of the House on the Government side has been trying,
largely unsuccessfully, to get members to scrutinise expenditure in the Budget. I find that
strange. It has grown from my watching the Estimates debates under the old system over the
years. I detected over time that members of Parliament scruitinised the expenditure less and
less and more and more did they take the opportunity to grandstand on a range of issues. At
one stage, under the O'Connor Government, an effort was made to stop members from
making speeches and grandstanding on the estimate items by providing members with an
opportunity to make speeches beforehand. The result of that was that the length of time
taken by the speeches increased and the length of time spent on scrutiny of expenditure
decreased. When I came into the House as a Minister - and I do not think the House has had
a decent Opposition since 1982 - I would bring with me many documents.
Mr Court: If you reckon that is the case, why not come over here and try it?
Mr Wiese: There has not been a decent Government in this House since 1982.
Mr PEARCE: That might be right; however, if there is not a decent Government 50 per cent
of the blame rests with the Opposition.
Mr Court: The way the votes are going you can come over here and prove it yourself soon.
Mr PEARCE: If I find myself back into Opposition, this Parliament might have a decent
Opposition. It is difficult for me to organise the Government, without organising the
Opposition as well. It makes me feel a touch schizophrenic. It would be good to see a
House with a decent Opposition again. When I came into this House during the Budget
debates, as Mlinister for Education I was armed with documents several inches high that took
many hundreds of hours to compile. However, I was never asked any question - or perhaps
only one or two - about the actual expenditure of the money. I pressed for a time to get the
Government to agree to the proposition that we should have Estimates Committees rather
than deal with the whole of the Estimates in the Chamber, in order to get the Estimates
scrutinised. We have now had two years of Estimates Committees, and I must say there is
still no real scrutiny of the Estimates.
Mr Thompson: You sold the Opposition a pup, and the only meason that its members have
not grizzled about it is that they expect, when they are in Government, to be very pleased to
have inherited this system from you.
Mr PEARCE: They would not be pleased if I were on the other side of the House on that,
because I know how to make the Estimates Committees work, as I am sure do many
members on this side of the House; that is, to get members to scrutinise the Estimates. It is
no good people popping up and asking for more time or for systems that will enable them to
make more speeches. The problem is the propensity of members of the Opposition to go into
whatever system is set up for scrutiny of the Estimates and make speeches about general
issues. Last year. in the first Estimates Committees, not one issue was raised that had not
previously been raised in the Parliament. That was not completely true of my Estimates
Committee this year, but it would be pretty close to the truth. In fact, members opposite
must at times have felt embarrassed to have senior public servants sitting around in order to
answer questions when they hardly asked -
Mr Blaikie: You should read the transcript of the Estimates Committee last year in respect of
how the Ombudsman was under staffed, under resourced and under financed. It is an
absolute fallacy for you to say that no new issues were raised.
Mr PEARCE: I am prepared to accept that one issue was raised in which the Estimates were
properly scrutinised, in an area where I was not present, but it does not happen much. That is
what I am saying. The fact is that the member is not even supported by his own party,
because in the discussions that we had prior to these Estimates Committees, the point was put
to me that the Liberal Party wanted to go back to the old system of time management, on the
basis that members opposite preferred to make their speeches than scrutinise the Estimates.
That is the wrong way for the Parliament to behave. I wanted three Committees rather than
two so that we would have more time and smaller numbers of people actually scrutinising the
Estimates, but I was rolled on that by a combination of the National Party and the Liberal
Party, who wanted a smaller number of Committees so that more people could go along to
make speeches. The net outcome was that there was not a proper scrutiny of the Estimates
during the course of the Estimates Committees. That was not the fault of the system, but of
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members. A system for the scrutiny of the Estimates cannot work if members are not
prepared to scrutinise the Estimates themselves; that is, to do the work that is necessary, read
the Program Statements -

Mr Omodei: Why were the expanded Program Statements cut back as a result of a directive
from Treasury? How did that influence the scrutiny of the Budget?
Mr PEARCE: The Program Statements are designed to give members a greater
understanding of the Budget.
Mr Strickland: All the things you are saying were raised in respect of money and allocations.
Mr PEARCE: There may be the odd member who is doing his job, but from my reading of
the Committees last year, and from my experience of the Committees in which I was
involved and which I saw this year, by and large that is not happening. The comments of
members generally reflect that position. I am happy to conduct, on behalf of the
Government, a review of the situation again to ensure that we have the best possible system,
and to try new things next year. We certainly have a system now that is better than the one
that went before it, but the simple fact is that no system will work unless members do the
work. That is what is missing from the current Estimates Committees. That is not an
indictment of the system, the Government, or even the Parliament, but is an indictment of
members opposite, because they have not done their job in respect of proper scrutiny of the
Budget.
Mr Blaikie: That happens to be nonsense. A motion was passed in the H-ouse today against
the inister for Community Services. What are you talking about?
Mr PEARCE: The member has made the exact point that I wanted to make about
grandstanding. Out of all the areas in a Budget that ran to $5 billion, where there are
economies in the hospital system that will lead to the potential for ward closures and the
like - and I tried to deal with that a week ago when I was acting Minister for Health - and
where there will be an impact on schools, and elsewhere, if one were to try to rejig the
Budget or pick the most important area that was not addressed, I do not think that people in
a]l seriousness would have picked the One Parent Centre. The reason that we had a debate
on the One Parent Centre today, out of all the matters that could have been dealt with, is that
there was a rally outside today by people from the One Parent Centre. Members opposite,
even in their discussion on the Estimates, could not prevent themselves from grandstanding
on the issue that happened to be at hand, rather than properly scrutinising the Estimates,
which is what they were supposed to do-
Mr Omnodel interjected.
Mr PEARCE: The member knows perfectly well that some of his colleagues were not too
keen to vote for that motion. They were prepared to vote for it to embarrass the Government,
but they believed in their heart that it was not the right thing to do. It certainly was not the
most important issue to be raised out of the Budget.
Members opposite have created for themselves a situation - which I think only the Leader of
the National Party properly understands, when he starts to plead now for more time for that
part of the Budget - because what will happen next year is that it will not be just the people
from the One Parent Centre who will ask members opposite to pass a motion, but everyone
who feels aggrieved by the Budget. The Opposition will find itself asking for another week
or two to discuss the reports of the Committees so that members can grandstand about all of
the issues. Members opposite should wake up to themselves. Their job as members of
Parliament is not to grandstand on these issues but to scrutinise the Estimates. Members
opposite will never do their job properly until they get down to scrudnising the Estimates.
We are finding that members opposite, irrespective of their party, are all trying to find new
ways, under this system, of grandstanding. It amazes me, in respect of the history of the
Westminster system, that the person who is asking the Parliament to scrutinise the Estimates
and to do its job is the Leader of the House on the Government side, when a of the people
who are trying to find ways to grandstand rather than scrutinise the Budget are members of
the Opposition. I can cell members opposite that they have let down seven centuries of
parliamentarians in the Westminster system by the attitude they have adopted with regard to
this matter. It will not be possible to design a system that will get members opposite to
scrutinise the Estimates until they learn to do their job.
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Question put and passed.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The question is that the remainder of the Bill be agreed to.
Question put and passed.

Third Reading
MR PEARCE (Armadale - Leader of the House) [4.27 pm]: I move -

That the Bill be now read a third time.
MR MacKINNON (Jandalcot - Leader of the Opposition) [4.28 pm]: On behalf of the
Opposition, I say at the outset, in the Treasurer's absence, that we wish her a speedy
recovery. We sincerely hope that she is not in too much pain and that she recovers quickly
from her illness and returns to the Parliament. However, the Treasurer's absence due to
illness does not alter the fact that the Budget has let down the people of Western Australia. It
has let down in particular the unemployed of this State, who now number around 100 000.
The unemployment situation is a national tragedy and is also a State tragedy. I said at the
time of the second reading of the Budget - and I will repeat it because I believe it is worth
repeating - that the Budget lacks direction. There was no statement in the Budget that one
could read and say it meant this, that or the other. The member for Cottesloe and I spent
some time explaining to the Parliament that the Budget was a misleading document, and that
it did not explain the facts. We should have had a coral of the Consolidated Revenue Fund
and the Capital Works Budget which indicated the total position of the State, which was one
of significant deficit. It says a lot about the Government that the Treasurer could claim to
have balanced the Budget, and then fudged the figures. with funding going from Capital
Works to revenue, and with items which were revenue being put into capital items.
We do not have a Government which knows and understands the problems of the Australian
population. It does not have the ability to give us any direction. No major statement in the
way of direction has been given by the Government in any year. Probably even worse; the
Government has rested on the deceit, deception and cover up we have come to know so well
from the Burke and Dowding regimes and which have continued under the Premiership of
Carmen Lawrence. Nothing in this debate, either during the second reading or at the
Committee stage, has shown that the Government really understands the basic, fundamental
problems in Western Australia at the moment. There are many social problems, and all of us
have some sympathy with them. We debated one of those issues this afternoon. However,
the priority in Western Australia at the moment must remain, for the foreseeable future, how
to revive the economy of this State; how to ensure that it is turned around; and how to create
the jobs and the wealth to provide the support necessary in all the areas where even the
Leader of the House must admit there are myriad problems.
The Government cries poverty over health, education and law and order. This afternoon the
Minister cried poverty over the One Parent Centre, The Government has not recognised in
this Budget that there needs to be a complete recognition that the economy is in very deep
trouble. Some of it, but not all, has been imposed at the Federal level; much has been
imposed by decisions made by the State Government itself. That is where the Government's
priorities should now be. For the Government to fiddle about with such things as daylight
saving while almost 100 000 people are out of work and almost 30 per cent of our young
people are unemployed shows how far wide of the mark this Government is in understanding
the concerns of the people of this State. This Budget should have contained a strategy to
provide support for the unemployed, particularly the young.
I do not think the Government and the Treasurer are aware that real pain is being experienced
by the unemployed. I met a young man at the Maddington shopping centre the other day.
He was 18 years old, he had passed his TEE, and he had knocked on 200 doors the week
before. He was not untidy; he did not have untidy, long hair or bangles and beads, but he did
not have a job. He had had no recognition from any of those 200 people that he could get a
job. I hope that by now that young man has succeeded, because he was going to persist, but
this Budget gives no direction to those young unemployed; it gives no relief for the small
business people in the community. In the same shopping centre I counted 10 empty shops,
yet the year before, when I was there for the Federal election campaign, not one was empty;
the place was a hive of activity. The Government must understand that pain is being
experienced in the community and the Government has the capacity, through this Budget, to
provide some leadership and recognition of those problems. It has failed to do that.
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Even worse, at a time of real pain in the community, the Government continues to spend
money on frivolous issues without any hint that it will remain accountable for that
expenditure. I shall repeat one of the examples I used during the Budget debate. T'he
Premier and Ministers opposite, with their advisers, went to the Federal Conference of the
Australian Labor Party in Hobart, courtesy of the taxpayers of Western Australia, yet the
Government will not own up about who went and at what cost. Little wonder people like the
18 year old I have just spoken about cannot get a job! Imagine what he would say if he knew
that the Government had probably spent something in the order of $150 000 paying for its
own members and its hangers on to go to a Labor Party conference in the midst of a
recession! We have had no accountability from the Government. To this date the
Government has not even been prepared to abide by the Premier's commitment to make
public Ministers' travelling expenses overseas, let alone expenditure on Ministers and
advisers going to a Labor Party conference.
Any relief at all, even the latest example of the land tax which we saw today, must be forced
upon the Government before it will make any decision. Since that announcement by the
Acting Premier about 2.00 pm today I have had continual requests for some comment about
the decision. The requests I have had indicate that the Government has yet to release a Press
statement about it. It does not even have the final details about the land tax, yet it has held a
Press conference. Everything is done in haste. There has been no preparation; quite clearly
this is a Government in its death rattles. What should have happened? There should have
been a real commitment and direction to creating jobs. There should have been a remission
of payroll tax for all young people under the age of 21 as new employees. That would have
provided some leadership and direction. The Government would have said, as it did, "We
cannot afford it." Where did the Government find the $20 million or whatever the figure is
for the reduction in the increase in land tax forced upon it because of the political heat? Of
course the Government could have found it! Where there is a will there is a way. There was
no will on the part of this Government to address the issue of youth unemployment in
particular. As I said over and over again during the Budget debate, the Government is
borrowing $50 million to pay out public servants opting for voluntary redundancy at a time
when there is gross unemployment. That is a scandal of the first order. I do not accept the
arguments which have been put forward by members opposite, "They are doing it in New
South Wales, Victoria, or somewhere else." This is Western Australia; it is not Victoria and
it is not New South Wales. We have higher unemployment levels than any of those States.
We need to have capital generating work - work which could have been provided by that
$50 million which the Treasurer has borrowed to sack people. What a ludicrous proposition
at a time of downtur!
We need a Government which understands that business in this State is being frustrated by
the Government's lack of attention to the details which encourage investment. I travel a
couple of times a year to the Eastern States and I talk to industry leaders who have huge
investments in this State. Every one of them said to me the last time I was over there, "We
are thinking seriously about downgrading our level of investment in Western Australia
because of our frustration with environmental and Aboriginal issues." Not one of them asked
me to downgrade or weaken the law in either area. What they want is some certainty about
the decision making process. They want some certainty, when they get into that quagmire,
that a decision will be made. They do not want to find a Minister for Aboriginal Affairs
ordering a fourth henitage report on a particular area. They do not want a Minister who says
that they must come back again. As one of the developers said to me, "They don't shift the
goal posts on the football field; they shift the whole damned football field. I do not know
where I have to go." That might sound funny to same, but it has serious implications for
people in this State. It is costing the State millions of dollars in investments and thousands of
jobs, and that is a matter which this Government must recognise and do something about.
The Government should not break down the law or tramrple on people's rights; it must make
a decision, yes or no, and stop the maybes.
Finally, instead of this nonsense of Ministers opposite trying to attack Robe River Mining Co
Pty Ltd - and heaven forbid, even at a Federal level their mates have tried to take away an
export award which the company earned - they should get on with the job of supporting
companies like Robe River which are pioneering the sort of changes we need in this country
in the way of industrial relations. Instead, we have a continuation of the same listlessness,
lack of direction and lack of hope.
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As I said when I began my contribution to the second reading debate, the chickens of WA
Inc have certainly come home to roost. They have come home to roost in the pockets of the
unemployed, the sick and the infirmn - people with wham the Labor Party is supposed to have
some empathy. Every Minister opposite - and how many are them here; two or three - who
contributed to the WA Inc decisions, even as a backbench member, and tried to defend the
indefensible, should hang his head in shame. The Leader of the House had to acknowledge
today that almost every aspect of the Budget leaves room for criticism because of the impact
of cutbacks. I sat in on one of the Budget Estimates Committees last week and I almost
threw up when the Minister for Transport said that she really would like to do something
about the transport issue in the Fitzgerald Street area - that is the tunnel - but she does not
have the money. It is a matter of priority for the $10 million. I did not have the heart to ask
in front of the Minister's advisers what the Minister was doing when the $350 million of
taxpayers' money was thrown away on the Petrochemical Industries Co Ltd project. What
was the Minister doing during the Rothwel Is' debacle? What was she doing when all sorts of
things were happening? She, with other members of the Labor Government, was blindly
supporting the situation.
The chickens have come home to roost, and every Labor member should hang his or her
head in shame. The Budget has no direction; it is a Budget of a dying, listless, virtually
dead-in-the-water Government. The Budget has no direction when, above all, the people of
Western Australia urgently need a direction; the people need a reason to believe that the
Government has the ability to regenerate the economy. That should be the first, second and
third priority. The top priority of the Government should be to get the unemployed out of
their predicament, to provide them with hope for the future and, subsequently, the improved
situation will provide the Government with the wherewithal to assist the sick, the needy, and
the disadvantaged. The Government talks about assisting those people but the Government
does not have the capacity to do so, even if it wanted to.
MR CJ. BARNETT (Cottesloc) [4.42 pm]: I am pleased to have the opportunity to
comment at the third reading stage of the Budget debate. During the Budget debate of last
year I expressed the view that we were heading for a severe recession. However, at that
time, I was of the view that the recession would start to turn in early 1991 and that it would
not be as severe as the recession of the early 1980s. I stand corrected. This recession has not
only become more severe, but also it has become far more prolonged than I would have
thought. That situation is due in large part to the performance of the Government. There
were signs of recovery earlier this year, but those signs were effectively quashed by the
Government. The Government was not able to take those embryonic signs of recovery and
build them into a sustained recovery.
In the environment of a severe recession and in presenting this Budget, the Government has
simply failed to address the issues. Four main issues of importance should have been dealt
with by the Government; first, as mentioned by the Leader of the Opposition, unemployment
in this State; second, the escalating level of Government debt; third, the collapse of
confidence in the private business and consumer sectors; and, fourth, the complete lack of
vision and direction for the Western Australian economy.
In the brief time available I propose to comment on each area, beginning with
unemployment. As at September 1991, 92 600 people were unemployed in Western
Australia - that is, 11I per cent of the work force - with about 30 per cent of teenagers
unemployed. In the last year, the number of unemployed people has risen by 31 per cent.
However, and more staggering, in the 19 months since Dr Lawrence became the Premier we
have witnessed the number of unemployed rise by a shocking 60 per cent. That is the largest
and longest sustained rise in unemployment in the postwar period. In that environment, what
has been the response of the Government? After perusing Press cuttings I noted a variety of
responses, as well as a variety of comments in this House. Much of the effort of the
Government on unemployment has been to try to belittle the situation and explain it away
with jargon. The Premier and others have talked about the increase in interstate migration,
when in fact interstate migration has fallen in the last couple of years. The Premier has
talked about the increase in the. participation rate when in fact that rate has fallen. The
Minister for Productivity and Labour Relations, in the most bizarre statement heard in this
House, tried to redefine the unemployment rate when explaining away the rate of teenage
unemployment. The current Minister for Employment and Training, Hon Kay Hallahan,
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seems to have gone into a bimonthly mode of operation where if unemployment shows any
sign of improvement, she claims chat recovery is around the corner. The following month,
when unemployment rises, she calls for an interest race cut from the Federal Government.
She swaps from one point of view to another, from month to month. The Government has
failed to take a long term view of the unemployment problem or to try to come to grips with
the situation.
Postwar history indicates that the last three recessions occurred in 1974, 1983 and now 1991.
We find that in each case we have had a very rapid rise in unemployment that was followed
by a long and slow process of diminishing unemployment. More importantly, while we can
increase unemployment quickly we cannot decrease it so quickly. That is the experience we
will witness this time around. In each situation, we jacked up the long term rate of
unemployment to a new plateau; that occurred in 1974, and 1983, and we are doing it in
1991. As a society, we effectively throw one group of the work force on the scrap heap. In
the recession people are ejected from their jobs and they do not get them back. That issue
has not been addressed by the Government. The Leader of the Opposition talked about
growth and getting the economy going to solve unemployment; that is certainly a necessary
condition to improve the unemployment position. It is not a sufficient condition. Not only
do we need high economic growth to reduce unemployment to acceptable levels, but also we
must tacle the labour market issues directly. We need substantial labour market reform and
we need to reduce the cost of employing labour, particularly through the reduction of labour
oncosts. High growth, labour market reform, and lower labour oncosts are the only way to
reduce unemployment to acceptable levels.
Much is said about labour market reform. I concede that some moves have been made
towards labour market reform. However, the process is too slow. It is certainly too slow for
the 92 600 people who are out of work. It is definitely too slow for the group of school
leavers who will try to get jobs over the next year. With almost 100 000 people out of work,
we cannot afford to have a slow, gradual process of labour market reform. We are saying to
the young school leavers and to the tertiary education leavers that we cannot worry about
their problems, they can wait five years while we go through a gradual process of labour
market reform. That is not acceptable. We need radical labour market reform. I agree that
some people on this side of the House would argue against that sort of proposition.
However, we can have dramatic change and the time to achieve radical change is during a
recession. That is when the community will accept radical change. Should anyone doubt
that we can have radical change, I remind members of the events in Eastern Europe in the
last two years. What is proposed here for labour market reform is not as dramatic as that
situation.
Progress has been made on enterprise agreements. They are an important part of trying to
improve labour performance and particularly employment. However, enterprise agreements
will not, at least initially, be a solution for much of the small business sector. Enterprise
agreements will be a new thing for small business, an unknown world. That must be
supported by a set of minimum conditions of employment which are acceptable to the
community and which protect individuals from the risk of exploitation. I agree there can be
exploitation, and that people therefore need protection.
Mr Graham: Is it just like an award?
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Not in my view; it would not be structured like an award.
Mr Graham: How would you do it?
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I will go through that with the member for Pilbara at another time.
Mr Graham interjected.
Mr C.J. BARNETT': All right; for example, minimum conditions of employment could be
legislated and might include four weeks' leave, five per cent superannuation, and so on.
Such conditioning would be acceptable within the community and would be understood by
the small business sector.
Mr Graham: And who would decide what would be in them?
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Perhaps the Parliament might do that if the Parliament gave a damn
about the 93 000 out of work.
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Mr Graham interjected.
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I will not be sidetracked by the member for Pilbara. The second area
that was not addressed in the Budget was the question of Government debt. Debt in this
State has risen from $2.47 billion in 1980 to $9.13 billion in 1990 - a 370 per cent increase
within a 10 year period. In this Budget the Lawrence Government has failed to recognise the
debt problem, let alone act upon it. It did not even acknowledge the debt problem within the
Budget. Why does debt matter? That is another debate, but I will briefly mention some of
the major points. There is the obvious issue of debt servicing costs and the loss of flexibility
in the expenditure of the Government. If we did not have a debt problem, perhaps we could
have the One Parent Centre. A related problem is that when debt accumulates, real capital
assets are invariably run down. We see that now in the hospitals and in the schools. A
build-up in debt also exposes the State of Western Australia to the impact of a rise in market
interest rates, and that will occur not too far around the corner. More importantly, we expose
the State to a possible downgrading in its credit rating and therefore lock ourselves into a
long term rate of interest that is higher when compared with market rates. Also high levels
of debt, both in the Government sector and for Government trading enterprises, reduces
confidence in Western Australia and in those doing business with Western Australia. One
part of the problem - not all - with the power station deal is the lack of confidence in the
financial sector because of the debt levels in public utilities and in Government in Western
Australia.
Dr Gallop: Wrong; that is wrong.
Mr C.J. BARNETT': It is an important issue and the Minister for Microeconomic Reform
can have his chance tomorrow.
Dr Gallop interjected.
Mr C.J. BARNETT: That is not what they tell us.
Dr Gallop: Who is "they"?
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I will tell the Minister tomorrow.
Ilhe third issue relates to confidence. I believe there was a chance, in the early part of 1991
when there were some positive signs in the economy, if not to bring us back to buoyant
economic growth, then to build up business and consumer confidence. This would not have
ended the recession, but it certainly would have stopped it deteriorating further as it has done
throughout the course of this year. The collapse of business and consumer business has been
pronounced in this State. We have seen that recently with figures showing further dramatic
rises in bankruptcies. Part of the problem is the Royal Commission, and I have
acknowledged that. However, the Royal Commission is not the real problem, it is just telling
the story of this Government. It is the story of this Government that is the problem. Given
that environment, what did the Treasurer do about confidence in the community at the time
of the Budget? Here was an opportunity to try to rebuild some confidence, but what did we
see? She failed in three important areas; firstly, in the accountability and credibility of the
Budget The Treasurer made two promises in her Budget; firstly, that it was balanced and,
secondly, that there would be no increases in taxes and tax rates. Within 15 minutes of the
Budget's being delivered, the Leader of the Opposition was able to point out that it was not a
balanced Budget as $50 million was transferred from the general loan fund. It was a
completely spurious piece of accounting. It was a Budget that was discredited within
15 minutes of being delivered, and it deserved to be.
On the second issue of no increases in taxes, since the Budget there has been a $45 increase
in third party insurance premiums, and anyone who is subject to land tax knows that the
Treasurer was not true to her word. Increases in land taxes are within the range of 30 to
60 per cent. It is an absolute farce for this Government to pretend to the people of Western
Australia that it has not increased taxes.
Dr Gallop: Have you not heard the announcement today?
Mr C.J. BARNETT': I am talkng about the Budget. The Government did not have it right in
the Budget. I hope it has corrected it.
Dr Gallop: We have corrected it.
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Mr C.J. BARNETT: That leads me to the flex' point. There is a paralysis in decision making
by this Government; its legislative program is going nowhere. I refer to the Swan Brewery,
Yakabindie, Marandoo, heritage, environmental and Aboriginal matters - 170 projects are
held up before the Environmental Protection Authority - and I could go on. This
Government is not making decisions; it is not governing. A third area of failure in the
Budget relates to ad hoc policy making. I have spoken about the guaranteed minimum price
for wheat before; so I will not repeat those comments.
Mir Catania: Do you disagree with that?
Mr CiJ. BARNETT: Yes, I do. I told the member for Balcanta that before. We have had the
on-off industrial site north of Perth. We have had on-off decisions about the development of
the Port of Fremantle. The inister for icroeconomic Reform was put to the test on
workers' compensation insurance for hospitals. He failed his first test on microeconomic
reform. The Minister for Microeconomic Reform stood in the Parliament on 19 September
and said there would be no guarantee for the Collie power station.
Dr Gallop:- I did not say what you said.
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Three weeks later he is arguing for a guarantee.
Dr Gallop: There is no guarantee. Where is the guarantee?
Mr C.J. BARNET: Show us the legislation.
Dr Gallop: I said there were negotiations on State support. The member is misrepresenting
what I said.
Mr C.J. BARNETT: All of those things show a paralysis of decision making, ad hoc
decision making, and a lack of accountability in this Budget. Given a chance to try to restore
some confidence in Western Australia, this Budget and the performance of this Government
has been the most spectacular failure one could imagine.
The fourth area concerns the Government's complete lack of vision. While I did not agree
with most of what the member for Swan Hills said in his response to the Budget speech, I
agree when he said the Budget lacked vision and direction. There is no sense of direction for
the Western Australian economy within this Budget. The poor performance of this
Government has, if anything, contributed to the sense of helplessness that pervades most of
the State's economy. All we have seen are knee-jerk reactions to economic problems. The
Premier now goes around every second day and says that we need lower interest rates. The
Premier does not seem to understand that while a recession can be caused by high interest
rates, it cannot be corrected by low interest rates alone.
Other members of the Government run around and talk about job creation programs. They
have nothing to say about how those programs might be financed. The left wing of the Labor
Party and the union movement run around talking about the need for more manufacturing.
They have no vision as to what that should be. They fail to recognise that we will not be
competitive in the mass market and consumer goods areas. The member for Swan Hills, who
is still a member of the Government, talks about the need for intervention in the marketplace
in spite of the spectacular failures of the interventionist policies followed during the period of
the so-called WA Inc fiasco! It does not matter which spokesman one listens to, it is quite
obvious that this Government has an absolute vacuum in the area of policy. It has no idea
where it is going. it has no direction for the Western Australian economy.
This economy can be given a sense of direction, but what must be done and what this State
must have, is a Parliament that is realistic about our economy. We must recognise that we
are a small regional economy and that we have certain advantages. We cannot diversify and
hope to be a small Germany or Japan, but we can have an economy that is prosperous, and
one that builds on our export base and converts that into a broad economic base. We must
look at our strengths and develop them. Mning, agriculture and marine activities are
probably our major strengths. We must tackle them directly. We must look at why we are
not doing better in reducing cost imposts. We must look at why our producers in this State
have for so long had an attitude of, "We will sell what we can produce" rather than an
attitude of "we will produce what we can sell". One of the major reasons is that all our
marketing arrngements and regulations blurr the market signal to the producer. We must
take all that rubbish away from our economy and get it moving. All sorts of reforms can be
implemented so long as we have a vision for the economy.

5540 JASSEMBLY]



[Tuesday, 22 October 1991] 54

I believe that in the mid to late 1990s Western Australia will experience another period of
strong economic growth. Western Australia has a second chance coming but we must get it
right this time. 'he opportunity arose in the 1980s but this Government mismanaged it.
However, a second chance is coming to strategically place Western Australia's small and
specialised economy within a rapidly growing part of the world. I do not have any
confidence in the ability of this Government to grasp this second opportunity. This
Government has proved itself to be an incompetent custodian of public funds; it has proved
to be an incompetent manager of the Western Australian economy. Its level of response to
important issues such as unemployment has been inane and trivial. I hope, not for selfish
measons, that we have a change of Government so confidence can be restored to this State and
so this State will again have a sense of direction.
MR GRAYDEN (South Perth) [5.01 pm]: I wish to deal with the provision for Aboriginal
affairs and the direction in which we are headed with Aboriginal affairs in this State.
Australia has about 140 nationalities, ranging from relatively small groups to large groups
such as those from the United Kingdom, Italy, Yugoslavia and Greece. Australia is in the
true sense of the word a multicultural nation and has always been able to boast that it is the
only nation in the world that has an entire continent to itself. In the past Australians have
always regarded the Australian nation as being synonymous with the Australian continent.
Of course that does not necessarily mean that it will continue to remain one and the same
thing. If the Western Australian and Commonwealth Governments continue with their
current Aboriginal policies it is a position which will not obtain for very long. In its place
Australia will have two nations - the Australian nation and the Aboriginal nation. The
Aboriginal nation will be a parasitic nation; a vast sink into which the remainder of Australia
will continue to pour huge amounts of money to the detriment of the very people it is
intended to assist.
We have examined the Estimates and have noted that millions of dollars will be spent on
Aboriginal affairs. I will indicate to the House in a moment precisely how that money will
be spent in the north west. In the 1961 census 16 276 Aboriginals were recorded as living in
Western Australia. In the 1984 census 40 000 Aboriginals were reported as living in
Western Australia. About 40 years ago I was in a mining syndicate that explored for
minerals all over the north west, particularly in the Pilbara. We crisscrossed the Pilbara and
had the advantage of using information from three books written by a Mr Simpson. who had
been in the Mines Department for about 40 years. Those books pinpointed where mineral
deposits were to be found in Western Australia. We spent our time in Land Rovers
crisscrossing the Pilbama and went to the most remote parts of Western Australia. In all those
15 years I never saw an Aborigine in the Pilbara except in the towns and on some of the
stations. We found a deposit of manganese 256 miles south west of Port Hedland and graded
roads for 256 miles to export that manganese. One did not see parties of nomad Aborigines
walking around the area. One did not strike them under any circumstances even though we
carted manganese from that deposit for many years.
In those days there was not an Aborigine to be seen within miles of Marandoo. Now, of
course, Aboriginal sites are claimed all over the countryside and they are being visited by
Aborigines with money which was made available to them, purely as a result of the
Aboriginal Heritage Act. In all of those 15 years exploring for minerals all over Western
Australia we never came across an Aborigine or group of Aborigines because they were
either in the towns or on the stations and they never left the stations unless they had
transport. Today, however. 10 per cent of Western Australia is designated as Aboriginal
land - land for the use and benefit of Aborigines. About 26 million hectares of land is set
aside for the Aborigines of Western Australia even though they comprise only 2.5 per cent of
the population of this State. Forty years ago Australians could roam freely over Western
Australia; however, today large areas are reserved for Aborigines only. Even those who
served overseas in the defence of this country are denied access to much of that land.
Also, in Western Australia the equivalent of the South African apartheid black homelands
have been well and truly established. Government Ministers are flaunting their intentions of
expanding those apartheid homelands and Aborigines are flaunting the Aboriginal flag. The
other day Bardi Aboriginal people, who were granted sole trochus shell fishing rights over
extensive areas of the north west waters, were involved in trochus shell negotiations with the
Indonesians, The Bardi leaders, not the Minister for Fisheries, travelled to Indonesia to
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negotiate an agreement with the Indonesians as to the use of those waters. In addition, the
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission Act of 1989 and many other examples
have allowed for this autonomy of one group when there are about 140 groups in Australia.
We are witnessing in Western Australia the creation by stealth of an Aboriginal nation.
Government Ministers are surreptitiously and systematically putting together the building
blocks of an Aboriginal nation. Of course, the next move Aboriginal activists will make will
be to claim sovereignty over the land which has been allocated for Aboriginal communities.
Aboriginal communities are being established in areas throughout Western Australia,
particularly in the Kimberley and the Pilbara, where they will have to exist permanently on
social service handouts. Both the Commonwealth and State Governiments are pouring vast
amounts of money into those communities and the accountability for that funding is as lax as
the accountability pertaining to WA Inc issues. Those communities will be a perpetual drain
on the hospital, transport, and prison services and on every other service of this State.
To demonstrate the squandering of taxpayers' money on Aboriginal communities I refer to
what is happening at the Balgo Aboriginal Community which is approximately
150 kilometres south of Halls Creek. Only today we heard how the One Parent Centre at
East Fremantle was to be closed, yet money is being squandered in the Aboriginal affairs
area. The Balgo Aboriginal Community comprises of about 500 Aborigines and
approximately 30 support personnel who also service the surrounding outstations. Included
in the support personnel are 10 nurses and several teaching staff, but at any one time there is
a force of at least 30 support personnel in the community. In addition to the homes for the
support staff there are about 30 homes for the Aborigines, all of which have been wrecked.
Only recently a recreation hall was being constructed for the community and before it was
completed the Aborigines pulled up the floorboards and the hall was demolished before it
was completed! Recently. 20 new Toyota vehicles were taken to the community and within
one week one of the vehicles was wrecked. Several of the vehicles were driven by
unlicensed drivers. Each of the 500 Aborigines in the community and the support staff is in
receipt of Government services, wages or salaries. In many cases wages are paid to
Aborigines, but they do not perform and in some instances they do not even turn up for work.
The community has access to an excellent water supply and rich soil, yet not a single
vegetable is grown on the settlement. Fruit and vegetables are brought in from Perth and
bread and milk are brought in from Darwin. These goods are transported by road to Halls
Creek and are then transported by air to the community, at a cost of $1.60 per kilogram. This
large community is not baking its bread, growing vegetables or milkng goats, but is
obtaining all its foodstuffs from Darwin or Perth. Coca Cola is brought into the community
by the truckload and the young Aborigines who walk around the community with fists full of
notes pay $4370 for a bottle of Coke. A loaf of bread costs $3.10. The local store is fully
stocked with microwave ovens. The Aborigines use microwave ovens to even cook their
kangaroo tails, although there is a large quantity of wood available in the area. Strangely, it
appears that microwave ovens are one of the local store's best selling lines. The Aboriginal
adults on the mission receive social service benefits and many of them obtain cheques for
many other things, including the opportunity to study languages at Alice Springs. On
receiving their cheques which are meant to assist them in their education, in many cases they
cash them at the hotel at Hails Creek or somewhere else, and do not travel to Alice Springs
or elsewhere to undertake those courses. That sont of thing is going on all the time.
The attitude towards Aboriginal communities is out of sight, out of mind. An interesting
factor is that the world of microwave ovens, television and modern technology is being
superimposed on a primitive world. While Aborigines watch television they are clutching
their spears. In many cases, as soon as a child turns I I or 12 years of age he is taken out of
the school system and from his parents by the elders who no longer care for them in the way
they did in the past. He is taken to the bush to undergo tribal initiation ceremonies which
generally last for five months. In most instances the children, taken from the protection of
their parents, must scavenge around the settlement to survive. As a consequence of what is
happening, children are subjected to abuse and they soon learn about theft, vandalism and
stealing cars. Only the other day a four year old child was raped and there will be a pay-back
very shortly. The offender will be speared eight times in the leg, or stoned. Every person on
the settlement will be required to watch the punishment being administered, yet the
Government is throwing away money. The children are destroying their health by spending
their money on Coca Cola, biscuits and lollies. They should be given a general education,
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including health education, in order that they can gain the skills which will allow them to
become self-supporting. Instead, the Government is completely destroying the future and the
health and moral values of that Aboriginal community. The capacity of the community to
live a fruitful and rewarding lifestyle is being destroyed. To illustrate the point I am making
I informt members that an Aboriginal person who was 18 years old fell off a building which
was under construction and was unfortunately killed. The builders were forced to leave the
building site immediately and cannot return under threat of pay-back. More recently another
child of three or four years of age who was playing with another child was unfortunately hit
by him and killed. Payback was exacted by the parents of the child killed. I mention this to
indicate the type of community we are dealing with. In another situation an Aborigine
attacked his wife with an axe and injured her badly. The Royal Flying Doctor Service of
Australia was called and the husband stood on the tarmac and waved goodbye as the plane
took the wife to hospital. This is the community at which the Government is throwing
money. It is literally throwing money at these people! What can they do with that money
except go the local store and buy $100 worth of children's toys, or another microwave?
Often they buy another television because the previous television had been moved out in the
open, was not taken back inside at night and was rained on and destroyed. We talk about a
shortage of money and services in the metropolitan area and elsewhere and of facilities being
closed while money is squandered in this way at each of the Aboriginal communities in the
north. This is done with a minimum of accountability. Unless something is done about this
it will destroy the health of the Aboriginal people, their values, their capacity to lead a
rewarding life and their future.
MR COURT (Nedlands) 15.22 pml]: That is a hard speech to follow. I believe some of the
addresses given by the member for South Perth on Aboriginal issues warrant more attention
from members in this Parliament.
The recession or depression in this State today is due to decisions made by this Government
over the past eight years. We face high unemployment, low levels of investment, lost
industry, and delays in attracting new projects all of which are resulting in falling living
standards. I will give an example of how this happened in the defence industry. Some years
ago a number of debates took place in this Parliament about a major contract to build new
submarines in this State. The responsible Minister, Mr Bryce, and the people round him
kept telling us that Western Australia was well placed to win a huge contract to build the new
submarines. In fact little work was done by this Government to attract that contract to this
State. It produced a few glossy brochures. People in the industry told us that by and large
South Australia and New South Wales, in particular, were running rings around us.
W hen the State failed to get that contract and the bulk of the work went to South Australia
we were told, "Do not worry about losing the submarine contract because we are out in front
to win the contract for the new frigates the Federal Government is to have built." We were
again left with a false hope that we would share in the hundreds of millions of dollars to be
spent on the frigate project. What happened? No commitment was made by this
Government to winning that contract. In fact, having been told that Western Australia was
the front runner to win the contract, when it was lost the Minister said that we did not have
the proper infrastructure in place to build those frigates.
The next major expenditure involved the Federal Government's plan to refit submarines.
Proposals were submitted for the contract by a local company and companies from the east.
Again the Government did not have the drive or commitment to this State to win those
contrats. Therefore, this Government has allowed three major defence contracts to slip
through its hands over the past seven or eight years. The benefits that the submarine contract
attracted to South Australia indicate what Western Australia missed out on. As a result of
winning that contract South Australia has been able to establish some sophisticated electronic
industries and other high technology industries associated with defence. Western Australia's
ship building areas around Cockburn Sound lack work and have fewer employment
opportunities available than they would have if the State had won those contracts. No
Minister in this Government is prepared to do his homework to get all the facts right and find
out who must be pressured to win these contracts. I have used that defence industry example
to show where this Government has been unable to pick up work for the State.
The mining industry along with the agricultural sector has become the backbone of our
economy over the past five or six years. Despite that both the State Government and the
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Federal Government have done everything possible to make it hard for new developments to
get off the ground. They do not want new developments in the uranium industr to get off
the ground in this State. What has happened? At present we see law levels of investment
and high levels of unemployment. What have the State and Federal Governments started to
do? They have crawled off to the mining industry saying, "Give us more projects. We want
to fast track those projects. We need your help to get things up and running." This is said as
if one can click one's fingers and come up with a few Press statements creating a whole lot
of money which will start flowing into investments in that industry. This Government must
realise that it must be a long tern player in these projects and that it takes years to build
confidence and to attract new investment.
Mr Macinnon: And not long to break it down.
Mr COURT: Yes. What a debacle we saw with the Government running off to the mining
industry saying it wanted to help that industry to fast track projects and to do things. Despite
that, it could not help itself and went out of its way to criticise Robe River Mining Co Pty
Ltd at a recent ALP State conference in the same week the company won a national export
award.
Mr Graham: So what?
Mir COURT: I think that was a good achievement for a Western Australian company.
Mr Graham: I have never in this place argued, nor has the Government argued, that Robe
River has not increased production. In March 1 made a lengthy speech on this subject and
the current award reinforces what I said. I said that H-arnersicy Iron Pry Ltd had done things
better than Robe River and Hamersley Iron won that award last year. The only reason Robe
River was able to increase productivity and win national export awards was that it was
prepared to face up to the whole issue of work practices.
[Leave granted for speech to be continued at a later stage of the sitting.]
Debate thus adjourned.
[Continued on p 5546.]

[Questions without notice taken.]
Sitting suspended from 6.00:0o 730 pm

BILLS (2) - ASSENT
Messages from the Governor received and read notifying assent to the following Bills -

L Skeleton Weed and Resistant Grain Insects (Eradication Funds) Amendment Bill
2. Human Reproductive Technology Bill

WATERFRONT WORKERS (COMPENSATION FOR ASBESTOS RELATED
DISEASES) AMENDMENT BILL

Returned
Bill returned from the Council with amendments.

FAMILY COURT AMENDMENT BELL
Receipt and Fur:t Reading

Bill received from the Council; and, on motion by Mr D.L. Smith (Minister for Lands), read
a first time.

Second Reading
Leave granted to proceed forthwith to the second reading.
MR D.L. SMITH (Mitchell - Minister for Lands) [7.34 pml: I move -

That the Bill be now read a second time.
Under existing legislation, judges of the Supreme Court, the District Court and the
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Children's Court are all entitled to continue in office until attaining 70 years of age. Judges
of the Family Court of Western Australia, because of the relationship that thai jurisdiction
has with the Family Court of Ausnhjla, may continue in office only until 65 years of age.
This Bili seeks to increase the retiring age to 70. As well as removing the anomaly between
this State court and all others, the amendment is important to the operations of the Family
Court of Western Australia. The present chief judge reaches the statutory retirement age
later this year. He has indicated a willingness to continue in office should the retirement age
be increased and his continued, widely respected service, is highly desirable. With the
untimely death of Justice Connor earlier this year, and the planned retirement of another
judge lacer in the year, the court will have lost a great deal of the expertise built up since the
court was first established. In a court with only five judges in total, to also lose the chief
judge through enforced retirement could have a very serious effect.
The amendment now before the House will achieve a consistent retiring age for judges of all
courts in this State. It is important to add that, under the Commonwealth-State agreement on
the operations of the Family Court of Western Australia, a change to the retiring age in this
State requires a similar amendment to the Commonwealth Family Law Act. Accordingly the
proclamation dare of this Bill has been left open. I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Blaikie.

ROAD TRAFFIC AMENDMENT BILL (No 2)
Receipt and First Reading

Bill received from the Council; and, on motion by Mrs Beggs (Minister for Transport), read a
first time.

ACTS AMENDMENT (EVIDENCE) BILL
Receipt and Firs: Reading

Bill received from the Council; and, on motion by Mr D.L. Smith (Minister for Lands), read
a first time.

Second Reading
Leave ranted to proceed forthwith to the second reading.
MR ILL. SMITH (MitcheUl - Minister for Lands) [7.38 pm]: I move -

That the Bill be now read a second time.
In January 1977, the Western Australian Law Reform Commission issued a report on the
subject of competence and compellability of spouses in criminal proceedings. The general
rule at common law and under the Evidence Act was that the spouse of an accused was not
compellable to give evidence in criminal proceedings. There were a number of statutory
exceptions to this rule, particularly in the Criminal Code relating to sexual offences, and
there was a common law exception to the rule, of uncertain scope, which apparently made a
wife compellable where a husband was charged with an offence against her person, health, or
liberty. This area of the law has been examined in England, Canada, some Australian States,
and by the Australian Law Reform Commission. The proposals for change vary greatly from
some extension of compellability for spouses, to a discretion in judicial officers to exempt
from giving evidence all persons who have a "close personal relationship" to the accused.
No single approach has been followed. The variety of approach reflects the difficulty of
balancing the two competing public interests involved. On the one hand there is clearly a
public interest in the maintenance of family relationships and the privacy of the marriage
relationship, while on the other there is a public interest in the detection, prosecution and
punishment of crime.
The Western Australian Law Reform Commission recommended that an approach be taken
which made spouses compellable to give evidence for the prosecution with regard to
offences involving personal violence or harm, including attempts to commit such offences, or
offences in which an element is a threat or fear of personal violence and, of course, including
serious sexual offences. Those offences are noted in part 1 of the second schedule to be
inserted by clause 10 of this legislation. Members will see that they include, for example,
wilful murder, murder, manslaughter and unlawful carnal knowledge.
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The commission also recommended that consideration be given to providing that the spouse
of an accused be compellable to giv& evidence for the prosecution in respect of a variety of
listed offences which may on occasions involve personal harm, or which may indirectly
result in personal harn. Again, those offences are listed in part 1 of the second schedule. It
recommended that the spouse of an accused should be compellable to give evidence on
behalf of the accused, except where the spouses are jointly charged, and also recommended
technical amendments to the Criminal Code, Justices Act and Evidence Act to remove
anomalies and uncertainties.
In 1988, the Domestic Violence Task Force supported the Law Reform Commission's
recommendations for compellability on behalf of the prosecution in relation to offences
involving personal harm, but did not consider the other recommendations. This Bill
implements the recommendations of the Law Reform Commission. As to the list of offences
in respect of which the commission recommended that consideration be given to providing
for compellability, it is proposed at present only Co provide for compellability in relation to
certain offences under the Road Traffic Act, which are regarded as being sufficiently
frequent, serious, and difficult of detection without the assistance of spouses, for the public
interest to require compellability. In addition, it is proposed to make spouses compellable on
behalf of the prosecution with regard to offences under the Misuse of Drugs Act which must
or may be dealt with on indictment. These are generally sale or supply or possession or
cultivation for that purpose.
It is also proposed by this Bill to make spouses compellable with respect to offences under
section 31A of the Child Welfare Act, which deals with encouraging children to commit
offences and contributing to a child becoming in need of care and protection. Offences under
this section can vary greatly, some being relatively trivial but others involving substantial
personal harm to a child or to others. Since the recommendations of the Law Reform
Commission, reforms to the law of cornpellability have been implemented in some other
jurisdictions which give a wide discretion to judicial officers. We have had the advantage of
observing the way in which those reforms work in practice. So far as one can tell from a
general survey of the results, such reforms have led to great uncertainty and inconsistency of
outcome.
One of the very positive features of this Bill is that it not only recognises and gives
appropriate weight to t public interest in the prosecution of certain types of offences, but it
also reforms the law in a way which is certain and easy to understand, so that law
enforcement agencies, courts, accused persons and their legal representatives will be able to
ascertain what the rules of compellability will be in relation to any particular prosecution. I
commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Blaikic.

APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND) BILL
Third Reading

Debate resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting.
MR COURT (Nedlands) [7.44 pm]: I mentioned earlier that the delays in approving
projects was causing some concern, and during question time the Minister referred to the
resolution of problems with the Marandoo project. It was amusing to read in the newspaper
this morning that the agenda is still being set by Mr Olive, who has said that the company
has proceeded as it wanted to. I hope the Government will again take control of
development approvals in this State, rather than allow other people to set the agenda for that
development.
It is important to give credit where its due, and I congratulate all the people involved in the
Tiwest project. The project was officially opened yesterday and it is a credit to al the people
involved, particularly the Western Australian party, Minproc Resources, and the overseas
investor, Kerr-McGee, who have put together a very large and good processing operation. It
is unique for a mining operation to be developed at the same time as a synthetic rutile plant
and a titanium dioxide plant to add further value to the product. In a somewhat depressed
economic climate, it is good that people are prepared to take a risk. It is a considerable
investment for the local group, Minproc, to make in such a large project. As reported in the

5546 [ASSEMBLY]



[Tuesday, 22 October 1991] 54

Press today, the operation will earn $200 million annually in export revenue. That is a
classic example of what can be done if this State is prepared to encourage value added
processing. The challenge for the Government and the Opposition is to make sure that this
State moves into a position in which the agricultural and mineral industries can begin adding
more wealth to their exports. I take the oppontunity in this debate to congratulate all parties
involved and I wish them well, particularly in the short term in the current depressed market.
When I spoke to shareholders last week, they made it clear that they are in this business long
term, and that type of positive attitude will engender the confidence we need much more of
in this State.
I refer now to taxation reform. The Leader of the Opposition spoke earlier of the tremendous
concern in the community about the increases in land tax. The Government has been forced
to remedy an atrocious situation in which many businesses and individuals have been
affected by huge increases in land taxes. In the weeks ahead extensive debate will take place
throughout Australia on the whole question of taxation reform. When the Federal Liberal
Party announces its taxation agenda there will be a tendency for Government members to
jump in with dire forecasts about what will happen. If members opposite are genuinely
concerned about the future of this country, they should participate in a proper debate on
taxation reform. The public do not like the current taxation system.
Mr Read: Nobody likes taxation.
Mr COURT: The member for Murray is quite correct, and when the Labor Government took
office it initially floated the idea of a goods and services tax.
Mr P.J. Smith; Only one person did.
Mr COURT: Of course, that was Mr Keating, and I do not criticise him for that. However,
when the pressure is on in relation to these difficult issues, many people take the short term
view. It will be a good opportunity for us not only to debate taxation reform at a Federal
level, but also to open our minds and consider changes that could be made to the taxation
system at the State level, If we want our export industries to be more competitive and if we
genuinely want to assist wealth creation industries, we must have an open mind in the
taxation debate. The rural sector constantly points to the high transport costs as one of its
major difficulties. Discussion will take place on taxation reformn, and for the good of the
country we should all take part in a rational debate on this subject. Any Government,
whether a Labor Government or a conservative Government, should be prepared to make the
tough decision if it believes a change in the system will be for the long term good of the
country. It is politically difficult to change the taxation system; and, as the member
mentioned, no-one lies to talk about taxation. However, we have here a system which
seems to discourage investment and to work against people who want to save. We must
restore in this country a savings mentality.
One of the expenses that appeared in this year's Budget was the payment of legal fees. There
is no doubt that as a result of the Royal Commission proceedings, there will be a huge blow-
out in the amount of legal fees that will be paid. The time has come when the Government
must be more specific in outlining who will be entitled to receive assistance from the
taxpayers' purse with their legal fees. It is interesting that the large sums of money which
are currently being spent are being spent under a pretty loose arrangement. If at the end of
the day charges are laid against Ministers, former Ministers or former members of
Parliament, who will meet the cost of their legal fees when they have to defend themselves?
A former Premier in Queensland, Sir Joh BjeLke Petersen, has had to pay his own legal fees
to defend the charges that have been lad against him.
Mrs Henderson: He has been charged.
Mr COURT: That is the question I am asking. What will be the ground rules if members of
Parliament or former members of Parliament are charged as a result of the Royal
Commission's inquiries? It could be that they are charged in respect of activities that related
to their time in Government and to their responsibilities while in Government.
Mrs Henderson: Telling lies is not related to their activities in Government.
Mr COURT: Telling lies is not related to their activities in Government! I have sat in this
Parliament and have listened to a lot of deception from members opposite. I do not want an
airy fairy explanation from the Government. I want the Government to explain now, if
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charges are laid against members or former members of Parliament, whether the same rules
will apply as we have seen apply in Queensland, where the former Premier has had his
entitlements suspended and has to pay his own legal fees.
We will not be able to restore the economy of this State so that it will have the financial
strength that we require to improve our community services, health, education, etc, unless a
greater commitment is made by people in Government - and that applies to both sides,
because if we are fortunate enough to be elected to Government, the same rules will apply to
us - to putting in the ground work to try to attract people to invest in this State. We must
have a taxation framework that will be attractive to them. We must assist where we can with
infrastructure support it that is a means to attracting investment. The most important point is
that we must restore confidence and integrity in Government, and do our homework. There
is no magic wand. There is no easy way to attract companies to this State. It is just sheer
hard work. Unfortunately, we are now paying the price for having eight years of a
Government which has not been committed to genuinely trying to attract the type of
investment that we need in this State.
MR OMODEI (Warren) 17.55 pmj: In speaking to the Appropriation (Consolidated
Revenue Fund) Bill, I want to express the concerns that I expressed during the handling of
the Estimates in respect of the Agriculture budget. It concerns me that we are comparing an
Agriculture budget this year with a budget that last year had seven programs and
50 subprograms. I was not unhappy with that at the time; I thought that the Agriculture
budget was quite comprehensive and indicated through its subprograms what was actually
happening in the Department of Agriculture. However, this year the programs have been
reduced to five, and the subprograms have been reduced to eight. I find it almost
unbelievable that when we compare the number of full time equivalents last year with the
number this year, we have a totally different scenario, because the break-up of those ETEs is
totally different this year from what it was last year.
I believe, whether it is by accident or by design, that there is almost a deceit in the way the
budget has been brought forward. The Agriculture budget this year has increased from
$84 million to $92 million. The Government has promoted to all and sundry that there has
been an increase in the Agriculture budget. However, when we look closely at the budget we
find that the actual increase in allocation from the Consolidated Revenue Fund is from
$68.5 million to $72.16 million; an increase of $3.6 million. We find also that this year an
allocation of $4.8 million has been made from the Agriculture budget for the purchase of
vehicles for the Department of Agriculture, rather than from the CRF, as it was last year.
That means the allocation from the CRF to the Agriculture budget has decreased. That has
occurred at a time when agriculture is facing the worst recession for 60 years. I find it
incredible that the Government would go down that path. I am also speechless when I look
at all the areas within agriculture that require assistance but did not receive it. The amount of
funding allocated to the footrot program has not been identified specifically. There is no
inkling as to where the program is going and whether it will be successful. I find it difficult
to scrutinise the budget because this year we axe comparing a set of programs which is totally
different from the programs which existed last year. In addition, an apple scab disease
program has been put in place by farmers this year to the tune of almost $1 million. Farmers
have actually increased by 200 per carton their own fruit growing industry trust fund levies,
to raise $460 000 to combat the disease. However, the Agricultur-e budget does not contain
any funding for that program. We heard some placatory remarks by the Minister that he
would seek to assist the industry. We all know that the Minister has not delivered on many
of his promises..
I am very concerned about one area that does not fall within the Agriculture estimates but
falls within the Treasurer's portfolio. I refer to the Rural Adjustment and Finance
Corporation. Members would be aware that over the last three or four weeks I have
persistently asked questions of the Treasurer about the allocation of funds from RAFCOR.
On 18 September I asked the Treasurer how much had been allocated by the Federal
Government to the State Government for RAFOOR part B funds for farm reconstruction.
Currently we are experiencing a rural crisis and the rural action movement is stirring up
farmers. Many farmers are in financial difficulties and have problems with the lenders,
whether they be banks, finance companies or stock agents. I would have thought it
imperative that the funds promised by the Federal Government be matched by the State on a
dollar for dollar basis.
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My question to the Treasurer on 24 September and subsequent questions along similar lines
related to what was Western Australia's proportion of the funds, and whether the
Government would match those funds. The answer was that the Federal Government had
announced the Western Australian Part B funds in a Press release and the circumstances
under which they were provided to the States was still the subject of negotiation and
discussion. The answer by the Treasurer, in part, was that -

As Treasurer I have spent probably a disproportionate amount of time on matters
involving the rural finance question. Unless something has escaped me, the final
allocation from the Federal Government has not been announced. It certainly has not
been communicated to mec. The Part A funds have been, but the whole package has
not been concluded and I had advice to that effect two days ago. Elements have not
yet been determined, particularly the source of Part B funds and the principles on
which they shall be based. I have given a commitment in this House before that we
will provide funds for that purpose.

The Treasurer said consistently that she was not aware of the situation. I understand that
between 18 September and 24 September a letter was circulated to State Governments asking
the reason they had not sought funds allocated by the Federal Government. In response to
my question the Treasurer answered in writing, indicating that an amount of $1.768 million
had been allocated which represented 13 per cent of the Federal allocation, and that the
package had been announced by the then Minister for Primary Industries and Energy on
17 April 1991. Farmers in this State are in despair. Huge pressures are placed on them, their
wives and families, and they do not know where they will end up next year. That allocation
was made on 17 April 1991, yet the Government has not the decency to inform us that the
announcement had been made. Not only that, the Government also did not have the guts to
match the funds. It makes me very angry when I come to this place knowing that farmers are
suffering to such an extent that they have gone public, pulling up railway lines and chaining
up the doors of banks, yet the Government cannot match the Federal allocation on a dollar
for dollar basis to the tune of a lousy $1.7 million. If those funds were matched on a dollar
for dollar basis, the $3.5 million allocated as RAFCOR funds would be available to subsidise
about $36 million of farmers' loan funds.
The people of Western Australia should be aware that the State Government once again is
reneging on its responsibility to provide funds for rural people. Those funds have been
available since April this year, and I must emphasise again that for a mere $1.7 million,
$34 million-worth of loans in the rural community could have been subsidised. I will repeat
that fact again and again, because I have been given the runaround by the Treasurer for three
or four weeks. Today I asked a question of the Acting Premier which reads -

When does the State Government intend to announce its commitment to match, dollar
for dollar, the $ 1.768 million allocated to Western Australia by the Federal Minister
for Primary Industries, Mr Kerin, on 17 April 1991 for part B of the Rural
Adjustment and Finance Corporation?

H~e did not know the answer. It is Tuesday. 22 October, yet the leadens of this State do not
know that an allocation of funds was made by the Federal Government for RAFCOR. It
would have been sensible - because RAFCOR is a lender Of last resort for many farmers - to
relax the guidelines; those funds could have been allocated on a broader base so that more
farmers could have had access to them.
After listening to the debate tonight about the State Government's backdown over its plans to
collect an additional $20 million from land tax, which was a gross injustice and a mistake by
the Government in the Budget - it appears that the Government can find funds from
somewhere for all and sundry yet it cannot find a lousy $1.7 million for the farmers - I am at
a loss. Considering the multiplier effect of rural funds in Western Australia, and at a time
when wheat and wool prices are at an all time low, it would have been sensible for the
Government to collect those funds through other methods to match the Federal funds.
Payroll tax and other taxes including income tax would have seen those funds returned to the
State tenfold. The agricultural industry has been the backbone of Australia, and I would
have thought that the Stare Government could find more money for the Agriculture budget.
However, not only do we see deception in the Estimates and the inclusion of items that we
cannot scrutinise but also we see a reduction in funding to agriculture. It is an insult to the
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intelligence of every fanner, every man, woman and child in rural Western Australia who are
working so hard for a living. No-one in this Stare has suffered to the same extent as farmers
have suffered.
Mr Blaikie: The member has made a great impression on the front bench of the Government;
not one Minister is present.
Mr OMODEI: It is disgraceful that when we are debating the third reading of the Budget,
nor one member of the front bench on the Government side is present. That is another insult.
I turn now to some of the statements made in answer to my questions. I was interested to
note the initiatives raised by the Minister for Agriculture. It is a shame that he is not present.
The ministerial export marketing unit has been set up in the Department of Agriculture; the
funds for that, amounting to $200 000, have been found from somewhere within the
Agriculture budget, so someone has lost funds in the agricultural area. This part of the
department is involved in promoting the export of Western Australian commodities; another
part of the department handles the marketing of trochus shells. To this day I have not been
able to work our what trochus shell has to do with agriculture, although it is important to note
that the Minister's son is in charge of this program. Talk about jobs for the boys! We have
people in Western Australia battling to keep their heads above water.
Mr P.J. Smith: That is a serious accusation.
Mr OMODEI: In response to a question on notice, the Minister told me that is a fact. Is the
member for Bunbury disputing that?
Mr P.i. Smith: You are implying his son has no qualifications; that is scurrilous.
Mr OMODE]: Trochus shell has nothing to do with agriculture.
Mr P.1. Smith: The member for Warren should not attack members of the Minister's family
who are not connected with this place. It is a pretty low thing.
Mr OMODEI: It is an abuse of the Minister for Agriculture's position and the member for
Bunbury knows it.
We also find that in addition to thie ministerial export marketing unit, we have the rural
innovation program- I have no objection to people who work in these programs; they are
good officers and work very hard, but we also have rural innovation programs and an
enterprise agency which has worked very well under the umbrella of the Department for
State Development and the Deputy Premier. We have sister State relationships with the
Zhejiang Province in China, the Hyogo Prefecture in Japan and Surabaya in Indonesia. I
have no objection to those initiatives, but it concerns me that there seems to be a duplication
of those two Government departments. They should be brought together. May be some
efficiencies can be made and cost cutting measures undertaken so that the agriculture dollar
goes a little further.
I also express my concern in this place that questions that were asked during the Estimates
Committee debate - and I do not know about other members - on the Agriculture budget have
not been answered. We were given an assurance by the Government that all questions raised
in the Estimates Committees would be answered in writing by this date so we could
comment on the answers during the third reading stage of the Bill. I refer specifically to one
question on the retention of native vegetation on private property that is causing great
concern to farmers, particularly in the south west. As members would know in most of the
shires in the south west a small percentage of land is cleared. For example, in the Manjimup
Shire, only 10 per cent of the total area of over 7 000 square kilometres is cleared; another
five per cent has some vegetation. I asked the Minister - and I expected an answer today -
whether farmers who had filed a notice of intent to clear and as a result had imposed on them
an order to fence native vegetation, would receive some compensation. A farmner in the
Nonthcliffe area with nine children has been told he cannot clear 46 hectares of his property.
An average size farm in Northcliffe is 300 to 400 acres and 46 hectares amounts to over 100
acres. So hie has been told that he cannot clear one-third of his property. That is totally
unjust. I would have thought the answers to my questions would be here tonight. This
farmer has nine children, how does he make a living? Where does he find the money to
fence the native vegetation? He must be given some kind of assistance if he is told that he
cannot clear the patch of land he wants to clear. I am concerned that the Soil and Land
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Conservation Act is being enforced to the letter of the law by the Department of Agriculture
and something should be done about it. I am asking the Government, and I put the question
again for the record, whether it intends bringing forward some kind of compensation package
for those farmers being forced to retain and fence native vegetation? When will those
answers be made available to people in the south west?
I will close with remarks on the Midland saleyard. It was discussed once again under the
Western Australian Meat Commission Division and the Minister made all the right noises;
however, the people of Midland are very anxious about this issue. I received a telephone call
the other day from a fellow who set up a trucking business on the say so of the then Minister
for Agriculture that the saleyard would exist beyond the year 2000. He has 10 people
working for him. If the saleyard disappears, bang goes that bloke's business and his family's
welfare at the same time. The Minister for Agriculture sits in this House and makes all the
right noises and at the same time delivers nothing. That is what has been happening in
agriculture around this State for the last five or six years. We have heard a lot about country
and western music and about pipelines, but agriculture is going down the drain hand over
fist. I can assure members of that because I am out there every day talking to farmers. They
are losing their potato, grain or wool industry, and what does the Government of this state
do? It does absolutely nothing. It is indictment against this Government and it should resign
forthwith.
Mr Blakie: Hear, hear!
MR STRICKLAND (Scarborough) [8.16 pmn]: It is incredible that we are debating the
third reading of this Bill without having received answers to questions asked in the Estimates
Committees. An undertaking was given by the Government that if we raised questions the
information would be made available to us by 21 October. If that information were available
we would be in a better position to discuss accurately the figures and the finer details of the
Budget. However, here we are on 22 October and I have had no information, and I am afraid
that the members I have spoken to have not received that information either. Something is
radically wrung because Ministers had the information on file during the Estimates
Committees or had their chief executive officers with them in many cases who fully
understood the questions, yet so many days have gone by and for some reason or other the
information is not forthcoming.
Mr Blaikie: The Clerks even recorded the questions.
Mr STRICKLAND: I was encouraged by the process this year because the Clerks were
recording the questions and there was an obvious intent to upgrade the way in which
questions were handled. However something has gone wrong and that is a criticism which is
fair to level at the Ministers concerned. I hope tomorrow that if a few butts have not been
kicked, they will be, because the answers to those questions should have been forthcoming.
One could have expected that information to be available at the Estimates Committees. That
is my first grizzle.
Mr Ripper: To be fair, the member for Scarborough did ask for a list of every grant to every
non-Government organisation from the Department for Community Services;, so he cannot
expect that information to be available immediately at the Estimates Committee. The
member can expect it to be available subsequently, but it is not a small request.
Mr STRICKLAND: Thank you, Minister. T'he Opposition has one chance only to get the
fine detail on the Budget and that is at the Estimates Committees. We have a responsibility
to verify that money is properly accounted for and one way of doing that is to ask for the
information: N-ow much money is being set aside for each program, for grants and so on?
That is one of the reasons I asked the question.
Mr Ripper: The member is entitled to the information.
Mr STRICKLAND: If the information is not available there must be a little bit of slop in the
Budget and maybe we can find that $270 000 for the One Parent Centre that the Minister
seems to be having a problem with.
Mr Blaikie: If the information is not provided when requested and even when the details
were taken by the Clerks, it has a smell of WA Inc about it.
Mr P.]. Smith: What rubbish!
042*4
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Mr STRICKLAND: We have had a very interesting day in this Parliament, and I have gone
to the trouble of getting the Press release from the Acting Premier on the Government's
decision on the land tax. What an absolutely incredible situation! Before the ink is dry and
before the House has even resolved to accept the reports of the Estimates Committees the
Government comes to the Parliament and says that it has knocked $20 million off its income.
Mr Catania: Are you against that?
Mr STRICKLAND: I will explain my position shortly. We have just had an argument in
this House about how the Government cannot meet a request, that the majority of members
in this Parliament have said should be met, for an extra $270 000, It does not stack up that
the Government can find $20 million but cannot find $270 000. The Government should
puzzle over that little dilemma. What an incredible day!
Mr P.J. Smith: They are not finding $20 million, they are foregoing $20 million; there is a
big difference.
Mr STRICKLAND: A huge difference.
Mr Shave: That is creative accounting. You should be an accountant.
Mr C.J. Barnett: You should take it from the capital loans budget and then you will get the
balance right.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Mr STRICKLAND: That interjection by the member for Bunbury indicates the naivety of
the Governiment. Every day the Opposition witnesses a Government in crisis as it tries to
make decisions on the run. Tonight we heard the incredible statement by the Acting Premier
when he replied to the question about whether the Government's decision on land tax would
have any impact on local government. Those on this side of the House are aware that there
are two lots of valuations - gross rental value and unimproved value. In fact, some shire
councils still use unimproved values as the basis for their council rates. I do not know what
impact, if any, the decision to change the values for land taxes has had on local authorities,
but I hope that it is investigated quickly.
I empathise with the Government's decision because it intends to remove a bad load which
was foisted onto a small section of the community; however, I cannot support the way this
came into being. The Acting Premier must find out very quickly whether this decision may
have an impact on Government authorities. A Press release on the matter indicated that
people will not have to pay their land tax immediately and that those who have paid their
land tax can expect a rebate in a few months. That statement is an indication of one impact
this decision will have on local government authorities because the money that the
Government was expecting to come in will not come in and huge expenses will result from
that. However, the Parliament is entitled to know how much it will cost to send out those
notices. How much will it cost to calculate the difference between the bill that was sent out
and the new bill and rebates? That will involve enormous amounts of postage and
paperwork. There will also be a shortfall for many months in the income to the
Government's coffers. I hope that does not create a flow-on situation for local authorities
because they are just sitting on the sidelines. If the values have changed -I am not saying
they have -

Mr Catania: You have claimed yourself that there is a vital difference.
Mr STRICKLAND: Yes, but the questions must be answered quickly because all the
councils have made decisions on their rates and they are probably being printed now. Many
councils have sent out their rate notices already.
Mr Catania: Rates have been sent out for months.
Mr Omodel: That is correct.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Only one member at a time, please.
Mr STRICKLAND: We are in this position because it is the Valuer General's task to revalue
each property every three or four years. Difficulties can arise in a revaluation year because
of the relativity of the valuations. It is normal for all valuations to increase, but some
increase a little and others increase a lot. That often depends on land sales in an area. A
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suburb may become popular or development, which improves the value of the land, may
occur. Therefore, when one property's value increases a little and Mnother property's value
increases a lot the land tax and rates bills should increase accordingly. What can also happen
is where the values in a particular area do not increase relatively, then rates or land tax
decrease, because the values surrounding that area are increased by a large amount. That has
happened to me with local government rates on a number of occasions. In a valuation year
the Government should ask how much money is required from land tax to help fund the
expenditures. Having worked out how much money it needs, the Government should then
set the rates in the dollar or, in this case, a scale Of rates, and the valuations will increase
income according to the scale of values.
It seems that the Treasurer very cunningly told this Parliament in her Budget speech that the
Government would not change the rates of tax. However, the Government would have
known full well that the valuations would change. Therefore, the relativities changed and
people were sent bills that had increased by between 20 per cent and 80 per cent. That
creates a lot of unrest among the people, and that in turn creates problems for the
Government. The Government made a conscious decision - because it knew the values were
going up - to leave the rate in the dollar the same so it could collect an extra $25 million in a
difficult year. Of course, the Government anticipated a lot of flak from that decision. It is
not pleasant to know that one has caused pain. Now the Government wants to change its
mind so it does not get the blame. The Government decided to say that the whole problem
was with the Valuer General -he changed the values, was 12 months behind and got it all
wrong. The Government said it was the Valuer General's fault and not the Government's
fault. That is not the truth of the matter. It is true that the valuations have increased but the
total valuation should have changed the rate in the dollar and the crisis that has resulted
would not have occurred.
I will outline some of the crises that the Government is facing. A senior citizen visited me
recently and she is what is referred to as asset rich and income poor. She owns 2.5 old
properties which require a lot of maintenance work. She cannot charge very much rent for
those properties. One of those properties is worth $100 a week and the other is in the order
of $200 a week; that is about $15 000 a year.
Her land tax bill would have increased from $2 000 to $3 000. She had a $10 000 income
from that property and her land tax bill jumped to $3 000. On top of that she has to pay
council and water rates. The lady is so proud that she does not want to claim a pension and
the purchase of this property was in place of her paying superannuation.
Mr C.]. Barnett: Did she believe the Treasurer when she said there would be no taxation
increases in the Budget?
Mr STRICKLAND: The lady has lodged her objections and done everything right. Her
valuations will be reconsidered. That is a small example of this tax impacting on small
businesses. It was impacting also on people who are asset rich and income poor and was
forcing them into terrible situations.
Another matter that I raised during the Estimates Committees was allocations of funds to
libraries. I said that funding to State libraries had fallen away and that there were concerns
that book stocks were dropping. Last year only 214 000 books were purchased when
320 000 replacement books should have been purchased to maintain the libraries. I do not
know what is going on, but someone monitored the speeches that we made because my
speech was circulated to the City of Stirling. not by me but by somebody else. That resulted
in the City of Stirling writing to all members of Parliament within its boundaries and
indicating that the impact of the reduction in library services combined with the increased
cost of book stock and other inflationary costs meant that the public library new book
ordering rates had been cut by 24 per cent immediately. The city said that followed a
30 per cent cut in the new book ordering rates which were brought in gradually over the last
18 months. Therefore, the total impact in the last two years has involved a cut in new book
ordering rates of 54 per cent. That is a massive reduction. The problem is that those books
will never be replaced. It is like maintenance; if it is not done this year, it will cost twice as
much to do next year. If it is put off each year, there will never be any new purchases of
books. The City of Stirling gave me some figures. In 1986-87, the Government put
$12.8 million into libraries and local government put in $13.8 million. This year the State
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Government put in $13.5 million which is a cut in real terms, and local government put in
$19.5 million. That is a massive turnaround with local government picking up the tab for
library books.
In conclusion, I want to make a couple of quick comments about table 20 in one of the
Budget papers. The table refers to net collections. Western Australia has a population of
about 1.658 million and the figures in the table indicate taxation collections per head of
population. I will not refer to land tax because that was adjusted today. However, financial
institutions duty has, over the last three years, increased from $24 to $32 and it is now $47 -
it is escalating rapidly. Payroll tax continued to climb from $286 per head to $307 to $313
per head. Tobacco licences increased from $45 to $58 and then to $67. Gambling taxes
increased from $31 to $34 to $37 per head. The Government has hit those areas hard. I
totalled up what it costs to run this State and found that it costs $976 per person. Although
family types are diverse in today's society, a typical family of four pays $3 904 a year to the
Government for it to run this State; that is, it costs $75 per family per week for the
Government to run this State. That is startling.
Mr P.J. Smith: Are you suggesting that that is what the Government has to find each week?
Mr STRICKLAND: Yes, it costs $75 per family per week to run this State. I am sure that
families are not aware of that.
In conclusion, we did not have enough time in the Estimates Committees to debate
allocations to the Department for Community Services. Can we consider that department in
more detail next year?
MRS EDWARDES (Kingsley) [8.35 pm]: A very important motion was dealt with this
afternoon. It was important not only because it related to the One Parent Centre, but also
because it highlighted the Government's priorities in relation to the various programs and
subprograms in the Budget and what should be the priorities of the different departments and
whether there is coordination of those priorities. Much was said this afternoon in this House
about the One Parent Centre and I will not go into that in detail again. However, the debate
highlighted what is a very effective program which should be supported. Other programs
have had their funding cut back by the Government and they have also been highlighted but
not in any great detail. The one to which I wish to refer is the women's refuge centres. They
highlight the lack of coordination between Government departments. On the one hand the
Government is spending an enormous amount of money on an awareness program relating to
the availability of services through the domestic violence program. This is a very
worthwhile program in giving confidence to women to walk away from the situations in
which they find themselves. It gives them confidence to say, "I am not alone in this situation
and I do not have to accept it." As I said, the program is working because increasing
numbers of women are now going to refuge centres to get the support they need. Therefore,
the money being spent on this program was not being wasted. However, the allocation to the
refuge centres has been cut, which will affect the services and places at the centres.
Mr Ripper: Do you accept that there has been no reduction in places at the refuges?
Mrs EDWARDES: That is not what the women's refuges tell me.
Mr Ripper: That is the situation: There will be no reduction in the number of places at the
women's refuges and money will be available for new refuge services.
Mrs EDWARDES: I can only go on the information that has been provided to me.
Following my investigations and contact with the refuges, it appears there will be a cutback
in services, If there has been no cutback as of today, when will those cutbacks be made?
Will they occur in three months or six months? If an increase in the number of placements
has been created, where and how has the Government created the increases?
Mr Ripper: I have already said no reduction has been made to the number of places for
victims of domestic violence in women's refuges. A small number of refuges will be slightly
less well staffed than in the past but will still be able to accommodate the same number of
women. In addition, new refuges will be built this year.
Mrs EDWARDES: I am pleased to hear that. I can now go back to the women's refuge
centre and to the women who have written to me expressing concern that the Government
was removing emphasis from that program and say that that is not so. This highlights the
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situation of The Prom Association. For those who do not know the northern suburbs The
Prom Association derived its name originally because it was on Grand Promenade. It is the
only youth accommodation agency targeting single young women escaping sexual abuse
who are in need of long term safe and affordable housing in the northern suburbs. I know
that Honieswest has started a program in this area, but itris for those living independently
without support. The Prom Association provides support for young women escaping a
violent situation at home in which they can no longer live. It takes those young women
through the support steps before they reach a position to take advantage of the program
Homeswest is offering.
The Prom Association has an agreement that it will be consulted about anything that is to
happen to it, but it was not consulted before the Budget was brought down. A meeting was
held several days after that happened. The matter of Federal and State Government funding
is in question. The organisation has been told that no further funds will come from the State
Government after December this year. This is the only youth accommodation agency
targeting single young women escaping sexual abuse who need safe and affordable housing
before transferring to affordable Homeswest accommodation, so where will they go if this
body is no longer funded? Will they be forced onto the streets? Will they be forced to stay
at home in a crisis situation? Is it a fact that the amounts cut from this organisation will only
result in short term savings? Will the long term effect of these women not being provided
with that safe and affordable housing be a greater cost to the Government?
Mr Kobelke: Safe and affordable housing is available a couple of kilometres; away in
Balcatta.
Mrs EDWARDES: Is it in a supported agency?
Mr Kobelke: Yes.
Mr Ripper The department held serious concerns about the effectiveness and efficiency of
that agency for a long time. The staffing ratio to the number of clients housed was not good.
The department urged the agency to increase its number of clients accommodated but it did
not respond. As a result, it was not viewed as an agency spending taxpayers' money
efficiently when we came to look at how the Government should continue to spend that
money-
Mrs EDWARDES: Where in the northern suburbs will these women find this
accommodation? I have heard of a place by way of interjection, but where will these young
women escape from sexual abuse at home before they are able to take up the Komeswest
offer of independent living?
Mr Ripper My advice is that The Prom Association caters for medium term accommodation
needs rather than crisis needs. We are not talking about young women coming straight out of
crisis and being accommodated by The Prom Association. New youth services agencies are
to be established as a result of the youth strategy. Money will go the northern suburbs
targeted at both males and females in this category.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I make the point that the member for Kingsley is turning
this debate back into an Estimates Committee-type questioning. I appreciate the Minister's
willingness to provide the information sought. However, I point out to members that they
had a fair time in the Estimates Committees and although there may be complaints about the
amount of time allocated, and while I am allowing a more wide ranging third reading debate
than normal, I do not want the debate reduced to an answering session similar to those in the
Estimates Committees.
Mrs EDWARDES: The Minister has referred to programs that will be put in place. When
will they be put in place? The Minister says that this organisation provided medium term
care for people in difficulty. A situation arose in my electorate of a young girl identified by
the local high school nurse as being in urgent need of placement. We could not find that
placement anywhere, either through the Government or volunteer organisations. As a result,
the girl spent the night with the school nurse. It is not for the school nurse to undertake that
role. Before cutting back on funding the Minister should be concerned about the efficiency
of the organisation and should give it a target rather than taking away its money. He should
ensure that the organisation becomes cost effective while he gets other programs under way.
Some coordination should take place between different programs and subprograms.
Accommodation should be provided for these people while creating an awareness program.
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Some of the programs in the Budget are fine for good economic times and are worthwhile.
Perhaps they should be regarded as a luxury in bad economic times. Women at the One
Parent Centre or young women in need of crisis care accommodation leading to medium
term accommodation who cannot live at home because of sexual abuse, and women living in
a situation of domestic violence who suddenly find the confidence to escape, should have
somewhere to go. Division 19, "Office of Women's Interests" shows under its planned
achievements for 1991-92 -

A pilot community development project called "Step by Step" will be conducted in
the northern suburbs to encourage involvement by women in local decision making
through a package of training and support mechanisms.

That is a worthwhile program when the Government has a lot of money and in good
economic times. However, how does one tell the women who can no longer go to the One
Parent Centre and who no longer have access to a shelter to escape child abuse why that is
so? If the Minister went and spoke to people he would find examples of this situation as
insufficient crisis accommodation is available.
Mr Kobelke: What is your evidence of that?
Mrs EDWARDES: In my electorate we have huge problems because of the pressure placed
on small business. People do not close their doors until the last minute before they call for
help. No place is available for these people to escape their home situation. Is it a good
program relative to the types of programs the Government ought to be pulling its money
into? IHow is that weighed up? It may be that I have found part of the $270 000 mentioned
by the member for Scarborough in another department. What coordination is there? When
one talks of bad economic times one cannot go past the fact that this Government
mismanaged taxpayers' money to create those bad economic times. This money was held in
trust for those taxpayers. The Government was playing a form of Russian roulette. The
money did not end up with the women who were socially disadvantaged or in crisis need; it
ended up in the pockets of business people.
When we talk about programs and subprograms which the Government should be providing,
we cannot go past the fact that this Government does not have the money to continue these
programs and subprograms because it put that money into the pockets of those business
people. If I may use a colloquial term, those members of the Cabinet, some of whom are still
there today, could be regarded as the President's men. Those faceless people keep saying
that they did not know what was going on at the time. One Minister obviously had sufficient
knowledge, because he walked out of the Cabinet meeting. If he knew what was going on,
why did the others not? Were they that incompetent and incapable of understanding the
situations being put before them? If that is the case, they do not deserve to be there.
Funding for programs and subprograms is being cut. Money is being spent on pilot projects
which probably have far more to do with keeping the seats of Whitford and Wanneroo than
dealing with the needs of socially disadvantaged women.
I cannot sit down without commenting on a matter which really gets up my nose. A former
Minister made a statement to the Royal Commission which was reported in The West
Australian on 19 October. He told the Royal Commission that Governments throughout the
world were built on the basis of concealment. He said one simply could not run a
Government without secrecy. This was not just secrecy; it was deliberate misleading. It was
not just concealment: it was actual deceit. Not only were untruths told by members of this
Government, some of whom are still in Cabinet, but deliberate lies were told to keep the
Government shrouded in secrecy and concealment, and spurious argument after spurious
argument was put up. These people concealed the truth deliberately, not only from the
people in the electorate but from this place, Parliament. Parliament is the highest authority,
and if we cannot expect to hear the truth, what form of ethics can we expect? What sort of
confidence can we expect the community to have in members of Parliament? What is our
credibility? What is our professionalism? Not one member on the other side has said that I
am wrong; that that is not how the Government operates. We must come out and say that
Governments should not be built on concealment or shrouded in secrecy. We must have the
truth. This was a deception. It was misleading; absolute lies were told.
Several members intrjected.
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Mrs EDWARDES: That is not confidentiality. If the member opposite believes all that was
said in this House, and in the public forum leading to the 1989 election, was confidential, he
needs to be taken out into the corridor and told the truth. He has been sitting alongside the
rest of the Government. When members sit alongside, they are all in it together. No matter
what lies were thrown up, whatever misleading statements were made, we all know what
they were. We sat on this side and asked, "How can they come in here with bare faces and
tell us those things when they know?" This was not just concealment or secrecy; it was
deception. This deception will undo us all as members of Parliament because of the things
each of those members on the other side has agreed with by their silence, their inaction, and
sometimes by their words when they said, "Don't you people believe in confidentiality?" We
in this place must stand up for some form of ethics. If we do not we will all be condemned.
MR DONOVAN (Morley) [8.56 pm]: It is worthwhile prefacing my remarks this evening
by reminding the member for Kingsley that if the Government can be accused of
concealment, it is certainly not the first Government which has been accused of that practice.
Indeed that touches upon the substance of the remarks I have to address to the House this
evening. I mentioned earlier the circumstances surrounding my resignation from the
Australian Labor Party, which has been something of an extended family of mine for the best
part of a couple of decades. It is also on the public record that the straw which broke the
camel's back, as the journalists like to express it, was the grant of endowment land to the
private university of Notr Dame Australia.
Let me make a couple of very important points from the outset. The University of Nonr
Dame Australia, like its Indiana counterpart, draws its spiritual patronage from the concept
and the figure of the Virgin Mary, otherwise known in Catholic day to day language as Our
Lady. That figure in the Catholic faith was remarked very much - perhaps more than most
other features - for her purity. The first thing which has occurred to me as a result of the
information given to me over the past 12 months about the origins and the implementation of
the agreement surrounding the University of Notr Dame is that if there is one thing those
procedures lack, it is purity. The issues surrounding the University of Nonr Dame Australia
in respect of this land grant are not issues of education; they are certainly not questions of
whether the public purse should support a private institution. I realise that on the floor of this
place I draw very little support for the view that the Government should not provide financial
support to private institutions, although it remains an article of faith within the Labor Party. I
might draw some support, however, from members in this place if we look at another
principle involved in this grant of land, and that is the question of the propriety of decision
making at Government level. It is fundamental to this debate that members should set aside
their ideological or political commitments to the question of public provision of private
education, just as it is absolutely essential that in a mature State likec ours we should be able
to set to one side the question of sectarianism. This is not a debate about Catholics and non-
Catholics; it is a debate about land, about speculation, and about insider trading in public
sector information.
Mr Omodei: Why then did you include the Virgin Mary?
Mr DONOVAN: Because the Virgin Mary is noted for her purity in the Catholic faith and I
said at the outset that there is absolutely no purity in the processes of decision making that
have surrounded this venture. It is becoming increasingly clear that the decision making
about the grant of endowment land for the University of Notre Dame cannot be dissociated
from business interests in this State; in fact, it cannot be dissociated from the rescue of
Rothwells Ltd. I want to place on record the quite good investigative journalism that has
been done by the proprietors and staff of the Frenitle Herald, who recently have brought to
my attention a network of events, people, business interests and organisations that surround
this grant of land. As I said earlier this evening during question time, a question mark exists
over the role of the former Deputy Premier and Treasurer in the allegations about an offer
that was made, either prior to or within a few days of the last State election, in respect of the
rant of land or other assistance proposed to the board of the University of Notre Dame.

Mr D.L. Smith: You are doing nothing for your credibility by raising this issue,
Mr DONOVAN: I do not think it does much for the credibility of the State for us to be
bogged down in it; but bogged down in it we have been, and I suggest we will stay bogged
down in it until the matter is resolved.
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Mr DL. Smith: It is a perfectly normal grant of land for a very beneficial purpose.
Mr DONOVAN: There is not time this evening for me to go into all the details that have
emerged and that continue to emerge. I simply intend to raise in this place this evening some
questions about this debate which should be considered by this House before the enabling
legislation is introduced. There is a question mark about the reasons, the motives and the
timing of the decision about the Alimos campus and the proposals under the corridor review
plan for the northern metropolitan region. There is a question mark over the educational,
economic and planning reasons given for this grant of land. The big questions are these:
Was the Alkimos land grant pursued by this Government because it felt legally obligated by
undertaktings given by a previous Government, or at least by one Minister in it?
Mr D.L. Smith: The Deputy Premier gave the answer to that tonight, and the answer was no.
Mr DONOVAN: I thank the Minister for Lands for his assistance. The Deputy Premier said
this evening that when he took over the handling of the matter he wiped the slate clean of
previous negotiations. That suggests to even the most naive observer that there were, at the
very least, previous negotiations in respect of which the slate had to be wiped clean.
The other big question is: Given the arguments that have been mounted publicly by the
Deputy Premier and the Government, was the Alkimos campus pursued for economic
development reasons? 1 raised this with the Minister for State Development in the Estimates
Committee debate last week, as did the Leader of the National Party, and the reply I received
was that the Government was happy with the economic research and evaluation caried out
into the Alkciros proposal by the board of the University of Notre Dame. I have since been
in touch with the board of the University of Notre Dame and have been advised that no
economic evaluation was carried out; so the economic argument for this land grant rests
simply on the belief that it is a good idea.
Mr D.L. Smith: The economic benefits of having a private university which will become the
major Catholic university in the whole of South East Asia in association with Notre Dame
should be obvious, even to you.
Mr DONOVAN: I repeat that no economic evaluation of the proposition has been made by
the Department of State Development; the Minister himself concedes that. No economic
evaluation of the proposition has been carried out by the University of Notre Dame; the
university itself concedes that. The proposal rests on the belief that it is a good idea. It
seems to me that for the economic argument to hold sway there would need to be presented
in this place and to the people of this State substantial economic support for a proposition
that seeks to make available, on current figures, $7.5 million worth of land purchased on
behalf of this State by the then Federal Government under the urban regional financial
assistance scheme in 1975 for low cost housing, for the exclusive use of a private university.
It seems to me that a most substantial economic argument is required to persuade the State to
that view, but no economic argument has yet been presented anywhere in this State to
support that view.
The third big question is: Was the Alkimos campus therefore pursued for higher education
reasons? The answer is that in the report of the committee of review on higher education in
Western Australia two substantial recommendations touched on this proposition. The first of
those was recommendation 2, which was -

That before agreeing to legislate for the establishment of a private university, the
Minister for Education:
(i) appoint a body to ensure that appropriate educational standards will be

maintained by the proposed university, and to review its financial soundness;
and

(ii) receive written assurances that the prospective university will make no claim,
directly or indirectly, on State resources.

flat review was completed in 1989, not long before the enabling legislation to create the
university was introduced into this place.
The second recommendation touching on this proposition is the last recommendation of that
review, No 37 -
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That the Government should address as a matter of urgency the formulation of an
economic and social strategic plan which would guide WAHEC in framing its advice
to the Minister and to which the allocation of State funds for research and training
should be related.

Included among the tasks that the review saw for the Western Australian Higher Education
Council was a strategic plan to meet the changing higher education needs of this State; no
decisions about the siting or provision of an additional campus should be made outside of
such a plan. The answer to the question "Was Alkimos pursued for higher education reasons
in this State?" is no. No higher education measons were established or adhered to in the
making of that decision.
What were the real reasons for that endowment? Those reasons are still to emerge and I can
tell the House that they will emerge over the next month or so. Certainly they will emerge
before or during the debate on the legislation which the Deputy Premier is to introduce to
amend the Act. Ilcentainly will be doing my best to unearth those reasons and I know that
others also are committed to that task.
Mr D.L. Smith: The first reason I will recommend to you is the most obvious - we simply
tried to encourage the establishment of a private university in Western Australia.
Mr DONOVAN: The idea that the State, much less the northern metropolitan region, needed
a further university campus did not emerge until the 1989 corridor review plan inquiry. At
the same time it emerged that the inquiry was considering the development of a north
metropolitan region and the facilities needed to encourage the development of certain
holdings within that area. I suggest to the Minister that a number of linkages exist between
the interests surrounding those holdings and those surrounding this agreement; this link of
interests is not pure coincidence.
Insufficient time is available this evening to provide the extraneous details and information
which has emerged, and will continue to emerge, on this agreement. However, when
considering the endowment of land to the University of Notre Dame, members should put
out of their heads the economic arguments in support of the grant, because none exist;
members should put out of their heads the educational arguments, because no such
arguments have been credible.
Mr Catania: It is a sectarian argument; why do you not say that!
Several members interjected.
Mr DONOVAN: [ would like to know who is making this speech. The sectarian argument
is a red herring drawn across this debate - it -has very little to do with its substance. The
substance of this debate can be found in the business interests which surround the
circumstances by which this agreement found the light of day and found itself in this place.
That is the issue - the question mark is this: Will this Parliament be mature enough to look at
these issues and not be drawn down the red herring path of sectarianism, educationalism or
any of the other sidetracks drawn into the debate? At the very least this House must consider
whether the Government feels obliged to follow this course because of a legal impediment
left by a previous Administration, or whether other reasons associated with disparate
interests support the argument for the provision of this parcel of land.
MR WATT (Albany) [9.14 pmj: Briefly, I shall refer to two or three items emerging from
the Budget debates- During the motion to establish the Sessional Orders regarding the
Estimates Committees, I raised my concern that the procedures did not allow members to
discuss a wide range of matters relating to areas of Government operation.
Mr D.L. Smith: That may be the theory, but it did not work in my experience!
Mr WATT: I suppose that we win some and we lose some. I made a list off the top of my
head of some of the Government operations which did not come up for debate during the
Estimates Committees: These were the R & I Bank, the Stare Government Insurance Office,
the State Government Insurance Commission, the Government funded universities, the port
authorities - these usually have a small allocation within the Capital Works Budget but are
not part of the Consolidated Revenue Fund - Transpenth, Westraj, the Lotteries Commission
and the Totalisator Agency Board. Most of these operations have big expenditures and
generate a great deal of interest. The list continues with the Rottnest Island Authority, the
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Western Australian Institute of Span, the Joondalup Development Corporation, the Keep
Australia Beautiful Council, and the final two big ones, the Water Authority of Western
Australia and Homeswest. Ic seems that we are debating only half the Budget when such
important items are omitted. A way must be found to enable members to question the
Government about its expenditure and activity in those operations. We hear so much about
accountability but those organisations are not accountable to Parliament because no
opportunity is available to members of Parliament to question Ministers, in company with
their heads of department. Therefore, members are unable to ascertain the policies and
directions within those departments and on what the money is being spent.
Mr D.L. Smith: I would have thought that with your knowledge of the Public Accounts and
Expenditure Review Committee you would have a suggestion.
Mr WArT: I have one or two ideas on how this might be achieved, but I may have left my
run too late with my imminent retirement.
Mr DL. Smith: Good advice is always well received.
Mr WATT: With the change of Government at the next election it will be possible to do
something about my ideas.
The Premier has made a commitment to accountability; therefore, this important issue must
be followed up and I hope the Government intends to rectify the situation.
Mr D.L. Smith: I assure the member that the Government's will is to achieve that aim, and it
is a matter of liaising with the Parliament to determine how best to do it.
Mr WATT: I am pleased to hear the Minister say that. This is a matter which should receive
bipartisan support. Members of all persuasions should get together and thrash out some
alternatives and arrive at a suitable arrangement. In these difficult economic times the
availability of Government funds for worthwhile community projects is important. It
appears that two main sources of Government funding are available to such groups - the
Lotteries Commission and the Western Australian Health Promotion Foundation, which is
otherwise known as Healthway. I have had cause to be a little concerned in recent times that
the Lotteries Commission has not been sticking strictly to its Act. The Lotteries Commission
does an excellent job and I refer many requests to it with generous results.
Mr D.L. Smith: I find it to be absolutely marvellous.
Mr WATT: I agree with the member. However, I have received criticisms of some
commission decisions. My concern is that the interpretation section of the Lotteries
(Control) Act provides that an eligible organisation means an institution, association, club,
society, organisation or body whether incorporated or not that is not a Minister of the Crown
in right of the State, Government department, State trading concern, State instrumentality,
State public utility or any other body whether corporate or not, which under the authority of
any written law, administers or carries on for the benefit of the State or social service or
public utility. Some of the causes that have been funded by the Western Australian Lotteries
Commission in recent times cause me to wonder whether the Act is being strictly adhered to.
I am not necessarily saying that the Lotteries Commission should not support some of those
causes, but is it ultra vires the Act in doing so?
Mr D.L. Smith: The legislation should be amended.
Mr WATT: The legislation should be amended if that is what the commission wants to do,
or some other funding source should be found through either the Consolidated Revenue Fund
or the loan fund. Plenty of alternatives are available. I cannot vouch for the authenticity of
some of the examples to which I refer, but the first one concerned a fairly substantial amount.
I do not know how much was involved, but it was paid to the Western Australian Fire
Brigades Board for training. As I understand the interpretation of The Act, the Government
has control of that board. I understand the Lotteries Commission has also contributed funds
to the police helicopter. I know the Police Force needs a helicopter and I strongly support
that situation. However, if the Lotteries Commission has supported that cause, it may have
breathed the interpretation section of the Act. Another case which occurred in my home
town and which I very strongly supported concerned the recent substantial grant of money to
the Police and Citizens Youth Club for the purchase of its premises. Is the Act being strictly
followed in that case? If I am on the wrong tram, I am happy for someone in the
Government to point out where I am wrong.
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Mr D.L. Smith: I think you will find that the Police and Citizens Youth Club is quite
separate from the Police Force. I think the Police Force helicopter is identified separately as
replacing the helicopter which the police use for search and rescue operations. I am not
awnr of the Fire Brigades Board situation.
Mr WATT: I think the Police and Citizens Youth Club is administered by the Police
Department. As I said, I am not opposed to most of die donations, but I am making the point
that the Lotteries Commission must be very careful that it does not contravene the law.
Mr D.L. Smith interjected.
Mr WATT: I am all for that; it is very worthwhile, but it must be done according to the law.
I attempted to study the last annual report of the Lotteries Commission and found that the
annual report for the year 1988-89 was received at this place on 23 February 1990. The
Lotteries Commission is covered by the Financial Administration and Audit Act in that it is
required to report by 31 August each year. Like many other areas, some of those annual
reports do not seem to be submitted on time. We should be paying more attention to those
aspects.
The other area of funding which is probably the more popular one, as I mentioned before, is
through Healthway, or the Health Promotion Foundation.
Mr D.L. Smith: The legislation went overboard with controls.
Mr WATT: I do not know whether that is the case, but I put a question on notice in order to
obtain a list of grants it has made and since then I have received in the mail the Healthway
newsletter which includes a list of the first batch of grants which were made between April
and July. They fail into a number of categories; for example, health promotion grants and art
sponsorship. Some of the arts sponsorships involve very substantial amounts of money and
one must question whether they fall into the area of the Health Promotion Foundation. I
suppose I am a bit peeved because the Lions Clubs of the great southern -

Mr D.L. Smith interjected.
Mr WAIT: Why should it react badly? Why should it treat an application any less
favourably because it is being supported by an elected representative of the people?
Mr D.L. Smith: It argues it doesn't. It wrote to me pointing out provisions in the legislation
which effectively precluded it from funding that activity.
Mr WATT: As it happens, I did not write and offer my support, but when the club came to
me seeking my advice about how to apply I certainly contacted the foundation and sought
advice in the presence of the Lions Club organiser of the event. He drafted the application
according to the guidelines stated. In fact, it is very interesting that the newsletter contains
advice to applicants, and I quote -

Healthway's director, Addy Carroll, has a few points of advice for intending
applicants.

She says in part -
it's therefore important for organisations submitting applications to make sure their
projects have scope for promoting health messages and that the benefits and
opportunities for health promotion are clearly outlined.

I can assure the House that the Lions Club of the great southern did just that in its application
to Healthway asking for $5 000 to assist in the running of a wheelbarrow race from
aanbrook to Albany along the lines of the Black Rock Stakes in the Pilbara. The
community wants it to become an annual event. In every way it promotes fitness and a
healthy lifestyle. One does not run 100 kilometres, even as part of a team, without a
thorough training program. It promotes inter-club, interschool and inter-region rivalry. One
of the teams from the Pilbara visited the region and showed the locals how it is done; its win
was quite outstanding. That application was rejected, yet some of the other grants that have
been given from Healthway make it difficult to understand how the decisions were made.
Mr D.L. Smith: As a country member I share your concern. The Parliament wrote into that
legislation a lot of constraints.
Mr WAIT: Other applications for funds from my region which also were rejected involved
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the Albany marathon, the Albany criathalon and the Albany iron man event. I understand
that the request for funds by the organisers of the Albany classic motor race was also
rejected. The organisers of that event also sought funds from the Tourism Commission but
were refused, yet an organisation which received funding was Rally Australia. The Tourism
Commission said it was not prepared to help the classic motor racing event in Albany
because it was assisting Rally Australia. It said it did not want to assist another event which
competed with it. I told John Osborn that I did not understand how the Tourism Commission
could claim that the classic event was in competition when it was to be held on a different
weekend in another pant of the State, and it was not the same type of event. I was told that
the commission checked and found that no accommodation was available in Albany that
weekend and it decided not to promote the event. I make the comparison that when the
rainbow coast air show was held earlier this year many people visited Albany and stayed
with relations and friends. This generates a large amount of money for tourism. After
people had seen the television reports of the event they said that if they had known it was on
they would have spent time with family and Mrends in Albany to attend the event. Tourism
is more than motels and hotels and I am sure that the Minister agrees with me. I hope the
Western Australian Tourism Commission will understand that when funds are sought for
events of this nature it should take a wider view of these things.
I understand that Heaithway supported Rally Australia and the Claremont Speedway. I also
understand it provided sponsorship for Kendricks' two speed cars which were previously
sponsored by Winfield and I suppose it is tobacco sponsorship replacement. However, its
guidelines suggest it does not provide sponsorship for capital works or the ongoing running
of an organisation. I would have thought that sponsoring sprint cars would be just that. I am
at a loss to understand how that organisation operates and there is a serious need for a review
of its activities. I am not sure whether the right people are getting the money.
I conclude where I commenced: If the debates of the Estimate Committees are to be
meaningful we must be given the opportunity to debate all these areas including the Lotteries
Commission, Healthway and certainly all the statutory authorities which have no Budget
allocation. Members were not given the opportunity to debate those authorities this year.
MR FRED TUBBY (Roleystone) [9.32 pm]: My experience has been that Labor
Governments in the past have made a sincere commitment to education and have matched
their commitments with funding. The Tonkin and Whitlam Administrations allocated
enormous amounts of money to education and significant improvements were made. I am
not supporting the Labor Governments of the Tonkin and Whitlam eras because many things
were not done properly, but they did have a commitment to education and they matched that
commitment with the allocation of funds. However, that has not happened in this Budget.
Mr D.L. Smith: What proportion of the Tonkin Budget was allocated to education?
Mr FRED TUBBY: I do not know, but it was significant.
Mr D.L. Smith: I can assure the member that a more significant amount of the Budget goes
to education now than it did in those days.
Mr FRED TUBBY: Perhaps it was a more frugal system, but new programs were
implemented and support was given to classroom teachers. Teachers accepted these
programs and additional funds should be allocated to them. Twenty years ago teachers had
classes of 45 children and that number has decreased to 32; thus a cost increase has occurred
with the effluxion of time. The additional programs which were implemented in those years
no longer receive funding and, in many cases, have ceased. It is interesting to note that times
have changed significantly.
I asked the Minister representing the Minister for Education a question about the closure of
West Ed Media and I received a philosophical answer which sums up the Government's
attitude to its Budget. The answer I received from the Minister was that the Government's
priority is teaching and learning processes in the classroom. The operative words are "in the
classroom". In other words any programs which operate outside the classroom will be axed
and that will be a burden on teachers. Some of the support facilities that teachers need in the
classroom cannot be axed or the students will suffer. The closure of West Ed Media will
have an effect on what the classroom teachers can provide to their students. The closure of
the Rooney Library will also impact on teachers. Admittedly that facility has been
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transferred to the Alexander Library, but it will no: provide teachers, particularly the
education support 1eachers, with the same sort of resources that the Rooney Library
provided.
Children with disabilities will be excluded from education support centres and units because
of cuts in the Education budget. The allocation of reacher relief days for teacher
development has been axed and the number of student free days will be increased from four
to six. The staff will have to undertake professional development courses in the six student
free days. Therefore, teachers will not have the opportunity to attend these courses during
die school year. Grants to Government and non-Government schools have been pegged at
the 1990-91 level which will mean a decrease in real terms. The reduction in the allocations
to these schools will hinder the ability of classroom teachers to provide adequate services to
their students. It is appalling that a Labor Glovernmnent has taken this course of action and it
is no wonder that ALP members are becoming disillusioned arid are moving to the cross
benches.
I now point out the deceit of this Government which was compounded during the debate at
die Estimates Committees. The Minister representing the Minister for Education made a
statement which was incorporated in H-ansard, but unfortunately I cannot quote from it
because it is in an uncorrected copy. The Minister said that the education allowance of $50
or $100 would not be paid to parents this year because of the huge increase to the allocation
for school maintenance and minor works. The Minister for Education leaked this
information before the Treasurer brought down the Budget. In her Budget speech the
Treasurer said that the Government decided to suspend the education allowance and the
resultant savings of $15.7 million in 1991-92 will be directed to essential school maintenance
and minor works. This demonstrates (he deceit of this Government to which I will now refer.
In 1986-87 the Government allocated $17.2 million from the Consolidated Revenue Fund for
maintenance and minor works in schools; in 1987-88 and 1988-89 it allocated $15 million; in
1989-90 it allocated $17.9 million; and in 1990-91 it allocated $16.5 million. Those figures
were given to me by the Minister representing the Minister for Education in answer to a
question on notice.
The amount allocated in this year's Education budget for minor works and maintenance is
$36 million. I assumed, from reading the Treasurer's Budget speech that the normal CRF
allocation of between $16 million and $17 million had been increased to $36 million by
including the education allowance that parents should have received. Unfortunately, that is
not the case. On I11 September 1 asked the Minister representing the Minister for Education a
series of question- The final question I asked was whether the funds for maintenance and
minor works in this year's budget were allocated from the CRF as in previous years. The
answer was that the items were part of a total program of $36 million for maintenance and
minor works in schools in 1991-92 and of that amount $16 million was funded from the CRY
and $20 million from the General Loan and Capital Works Fund Budget. The $16 million
allocated from the CRY is similar to the amount that has been allocated from the CRF to the
Education budget for the past five or six years. That amount has varied from $15 million to
$17.2 million for the past six years. Therefore, the Treasurer has been deceiving the people
by saying that the $15 million saved by not giving the parents the allowances of $50 or $100
would be spent on maintenance and minor works. That is not the case, because that money
came from the General Loan and Capital Works Fund. The Treasurer has propagated this
deceit and the people of Western Australia should be aware of that. The allowances for their
children were cut and die savings in that area were not reallocated to maintenance and capital
works in schools. That money was borrowed under the Capital Works Program.
If this Government is serious about saving money in the Education budget, I question why it
is pursuing the restructuring of the Department of Technical and Further Education. New
South Wales began setting up the cluster type arrangement that has been started in this State.
However, New South Wales found to its honror that it would cost approximately $30 million
extra for the cluster network structure, and it has now abandoned that system in favour of a
system with a small central office and independent colleges. It has written off the
$30 million wasted in setting up the cluster system because the old system was cheaper.
Western Australia, which is about a quarter of the size of New South Wales, has probably
wasted in the vicinity of $7 million or $8 million on establishing this cluster network. That
has been at the cost of student places in TAPE. The Federal Government intends to put a
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great deal of money into, and wants to take over the running of, TAPE. At the same time
cuts are being made across the board in the education area. Support services, to which we
have become accustomed and on which teachers rely, have been cut. However, $7 million or
more is being wasted in the pursuit of a system which has been found wanting in another
State. Surely we cannot afford to set up five mini-TAPE institutions, as proposed under the
cluster system? It is no news to anybody in this House that once a bureaucratic structure is
set up it continues to grow year by year. It will become even more expensive because not
only will there be five mini-TAPEs, but also a central office which has now been shifted to
the Department of Vocational Education and Training. The whole administrative structure
will grow, it will cost more and more to run and, as the Education budget is not increasing
accordingly, more student places at TAFE will be lost, and cuts will be made in other areas
of the Education budget that we cannot afford.
The Government has lost its way in the Education portfolio. It is cutting many support
facilities which have become an integral part of the education system over the years. In
abandoning its election commitment to provide allowances for students the Government has
sought to deliberately deceive the public by claiming that the funds saved would be
reallocated to maintenance, when the extra funding is being supplied from the capital works
budget. While making these cuts the Government is continuing to pour money into the
administration of TAPE, which money would be better utilised by reducing the cuts made in
other areas of education or increasing the number of student places so desperately needed in
the TAPE sector. If the Government continues to do this it will reduce the capacity of TAPE
and effectively render it increasingly expensive to administer. The Government must look at
where it is going and what it is doing, and re-establish its priorities in the Education
portfolio.
MR BLOFFWITCH (Geraldton) [9.45 pm]: I begin my comments by referring to some of
the community services issues of concern to me and my electorate, and some of the
inadequacies in the Budget. Of particular concern to me is the situation involving a local
group in my area which for two years has supported a Holyoake establishment on a
community basis; that is, the community provides the committee members and staff. That
group has been asking the Alcohol and Drug Authority and the Health Department for
funding similar to that provided to other regional centres. That funding has not been
forthcoming and the committee has been hindered in its attempts to get alternative funding.
The committee has applied to the Lotteries Commission for funding. but before providing
such funds the commission must be sure that the project is an ongoing, functional enterprise.
Therefore, it wants a guarantee in the form of a letter from the ADA indicating that funding
will be provided in the second year of operation if the commission funds it in the first year.
This undertaking has not been given because of uncertainty about budgetary issues. I have
asked the Minister to consider this matter, and to find some way of encouraging community
groups which are trying to deal with the extremely serious and worrying problem of alcohol,
drug and substance abuse, particularly among young people. The Holyoake program is most
impressive and, no doubt, that is why it has caught on so well throughout Australia. It
provides support not only for the victim, but also for the family and friends affected by the
victim's behaviour. We all know that when people abuse alcohol and drugs it has an effect
on their families and all those who associate with them.
The other issue I refer to the Minister for Community Services is the lack of funding for the
child sexual abuse unit. Today the Parliament sought to rectify a wrong decision made by
the women's referral section. I applaud that action but the tragedy is that many other such
incidents will not be addressed. The issue to which I refer is particularly sensitive in that it
deals with children who have been sexually assaulted. It is a sad case, but I am pleased that
the unit is so highly regarded by the Police Department, local courts, Department for
Community Services' workers and others who refer children who have been sexually
assaulted to that unit. It was operated until three months ago by a full time psychologist, and
it is a fairly demanding position. It is not an 8.00 am to 5.00 pm job. It is not a job that can
be defined within the normal working hours because the people who do that job may be
called upon at any hour of the day or night when a crisis arises. The job also requires a
special type of person. Such is the pressure of the job that the last person in it lasted for only
12 months and was fairly well exhausted at the end of it. It is normally difficult enough to
get a professional person to leave the city and come to a regional centre to do this job on a
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full rime basis, but it is a ludicrous situation when one is trying to fill the job and is funded to
employ only a part rime person. I ask the Minister to look into this matter and to provide
funding for a full rime person instead of a pant time person.
I am also concerned about the funding of the Police Department. I was interested today to
receive a telephone call from a Mrs Brown, who had her front brick fence smashed, her
garden ripped out, and a great deal of damage done to her house. Such is the lack of support
that the police are getting during the late night shifts that there were only two policemen on
duty for that shift in the whole of Geraldzon. They took an hour and a half to get to
Mrs Brown. They told her the problems they were having and that there were not enough
police to patrol in the way required. Unfortunately, that is not an isolated case. I receive
many complaints about law and order and the Police Department. The Police Department
basically received more funding in the Budget, yet the local police stations had a nine per
cent cut last year. When we take into account inflation, normal wage demands and wage
increases, there is a considerable reduction in the amount of money that can be spent to
enforce law and order. I was particularly disturbed when I read in our local newspaper that
my comments about the reductions in the Police budget were scurrilous and rubbish.
Therefore, I had a closer look at the expenses of the police station in Geraldton, and
discovered that an additional amount of $220 000 has been allocated to it this year.
However, I was also told on further investigation that this year it will have to pay for fixed
expenses such as electricity and water. I was not surprised when I was told that last year the
department spent $283 000 on those expenses, yet this year the station has been allocated
only $220 000. I guess that is just another example of how the Government has said that it
has given the Police Department more money, yet when we look at the bottom line, it has
actually reduced local funding by $60 000. That reduction translates to the cost of
employing two people to man the police station at night in a town of 30 000 people, and in a
regional area which has in the proximity of 40 000 people.
Mr Pearce: Have you offended your colleagues?
Mr BLOFFWITCH: I must have done. They probably all know exactly what I am saying
because it is happening in their electorates. I am pleased to see that the Leader of the House
is paying attention, and I thank him for that.
I am extremely worried about the funding for the Police Force. I am even more worried
about the attitude of the Government, because when we ask what has happened, the Minister
responds by saying that the Government gives the Police Department the money and it is up
to the Police Department to decide how to split it up. The Minister is saying, "It does not
matter that the money has been reduced by 8 per cent or 9 per cent; you are still expected to
provide the same number of services". That is ludicrous. I have some terrible fears about
some of the dramas that will be enacted in the next twelve months within the law and order
sector because of this completely inadequate funding.
Another area of the Budget in which I fail to see any significant improvement in funding is in
respect of our efforts to solve the problem of unemployment. While I recognise that there
has been an input into the housing industry, and that that will stimulate employment and have
a flow on effect, my criticism is levelled at both the Federal Government and the State
Government for not encouraging unemployed people to get a job. As a reasonably major
employer in Geraldton, I have been privy to and a supporter of a number of employment
schemes; for example, Job Search. Job Search is one of the few schemes that I believe has
done a good job, It gets 15 or 16 people who are unemployed, tries to lift their self esteem
and confidence, helps them to compile their resumes, and helps them to prospect for jobs.
That scheme has been quite successful. Part of its success has been a funding arrangement
whereby an employer receives 26 weeks' funding for part payment of wages; and if the
person proves himself, he will stay on in the job. About three years ago I put on a young
fellow in my business as a cleaner. He has now become a fully qualified parts person, and is
a valuable asset to my business. That is one of the few schemes I have seen that actually
encourages employers to rake on people. I am very disappointed when I see millions of
dollars being poured into so-called training and retraining exercises; for example, training
someone to become a bricklayerwhen there is an excess of bricklayers. My philosophy has
always been that the way to resolve unemployment is to give the employers of this State
some encouragement to employ people. It does not encourage me if people are made better
skilled in hard times. What does encourage me is a subsidy to allow me to afford to employ
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a part-time person. I recommend that the Government adopt that approach. Whatever
influence the State Government has on the Federal scene, it should push chat point of view.
It is extremely sad to see the amount of money wasted on schemes when a subsidy for a
range of employees could mean full time work for them. It could result in an increase in self
esteem as well as a job for some people.
I took the opportunity to thumb through the Budget Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure
and noted the amount of revenue collected through taxes. The Government pays lip service
and says that it will reduce costs for businesses. I cannot agree with that proposition after
considering the figures contained in the Budget papers. Payroll tax has a very negative effect
on employment because the more people employed by a business the more that business
must pay. Last year payroll tax amounted to $520 million. Does that encourage employers
to employ people? This year the Government hopes to collect $537 million; that is an
indication to employers that the Government will collect even more revenue from them.
That policy is the greatest deterrent to employment that I can think of.
Last year, the Government collected $79 million in financial institutions duty, and I remind
members that this is not an impost on businesses but a collection from every citizen who
operates a bank account in this State. Does that reflect an effort to reduce the burden placed
on the citizens of this State by the current economic conditions? It does not appear to,
according to the Budget Estimates. The State Government collected $79 million last year,
and expects to collect $91 million this year; that is, an extra $12 million. That is incredible,
yet consistently the Government states that it is doing everything it possibly can to encourage
employment. Financial institutions duty has increased, and payroll tax revenue has increased
from $520 million last year to an estimated $537 million this. Are they positive steps? I
cannot believe the Government's policies.
I am also concerned about the health situation in my electorate. I was present when the
Minister for Health opened the new hospital wing at CGeraldton, and I spoke to the
administrator and the staff at the hospital. They are not orphans, because every hospital in
Western Australia has faced cuts in its budget. I asked the administrator and the staff at
Geraldton hospital how they would adjust to the cuts; they said that they would not have
weekend staff at the hospital; they would discharge as many patients as they could, and
return the shift workers to a five day week. What a wonderful thing the health system has
become. We cannot afford to keep hospitals open seven days a week. We operate hospitals
five days a week and hope to roster a skeleton staff for emergencies at weekends and to care
for patients who cannot be discharged. I am not talking about the Morawa eight-bed
hospital; I am referring to the Geraldcon Regional Hospital. This situation has occurred as a
result of cuts in the Health budget. I accept the Minister for Health's response that much of
the health funding comes from the Commonwealth Government. However, I am not in a
position to attempt to win more funds for this area. The Minister for Health is in that
position because he is the Government's representative. Western Australia deserves a better
deal than it receives currently.
I have seen nothing in the Budget papers to encourage me to think that the Government of
Western Australia is sincere in its attempts to address the law and order situation and
unemployment, or to improve health and community services.
DR TURNBULL (Collie) [10.05 pm]: According to the Budget papers, land tax in
Western Australia has increased from $115 million to $140 million; that is a 20 per cent
increase in State revenue from this area. It is well known that the extra $25 million was
supposed to result from a change in valuation of land. Some areas received a moderate
increase; however, in one case related to me by a constituent land tax increased from $600 to
$3 000. The Treasurer would have known that this increase would occur. Tonight the
Acting Premier stated on television that he was rather surprised about some of the increases.
However, if the Premier of this State was surprised she is negligent in her position because,
as Treasurer, she would have known that the increases were about to be made. Dr Lawrence
made the cynical comment that the tax was affecting businesses rather severely, and that she
did not understand it. She announced that she would set up a committee to consider the
situation.
The Sunday Times of 20 October 1991 sets out clearly the attitude of the Treasurer, and of
the Government. The article is headed "Taxation by stealth', and reads -
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"At this time the community and the business sector, in particular, must not be
diverted from the task of increasing activity by additional government imposts. For
these measons the Budget includes no new taxes and no increases in the races of
existing taxes."
When the Premier spoke those comforting words in her Budget presentation, after an
earlier pledge to keep tax increases in line with movement in the consumer price
index, the meaning seemed clear. No one would have doubced that the undertaking
was given in the context of concern for the effect of taxes on individuals' pockets and
company balance sheets.
State taxpayers who took it as an assurance that their bills would not rise by any more
than a modest amount did not reckon on politicians' double-talk.
While many property owners reel under savage increases in their land tax bills,
Dr Lawrence can claim she was technically correct: there has been no rise in the rate
of the tax.

That is a classic example of what the Sunday Times calls "politicians' double-talk". In the
case of land tax the Government has endorsed a revised method of collection; the Premier
announced that the change would cost the State $20 million. However, it will not cost the
State $20 million. The State will forgo $20 million that it was planning to raise. We were
not able to debate during the Estimates Committee the increased turnover tax of the State
Energy Commission of Western Australia. The State Government is collecting $12 million
extra from SECWA by increasing the turnover tax, and the Treasurer quite calmly says that
she has kept the increase in electricity charges in Western Australia down to two per cent this
year. Yes, but it would most likely have been kept down to one per cent or less if she had
not increased the turnover tax. That is another impost on business, on domestic consumers,
and on all the taxpayers of Western Australia, and all under the guise of double talk so that
we do not realise what has happened. Our electricity charges have increased at less than the
rate of inflation, but they have certainly increased far more than was needed. This is a bitter
pill for the people of Collie who have introduced cuts and savings. Companies have taken a
15 per cent cut in the price for coal from 1 July. What does the Government do? It increases
the turnover tax at a time when other people are making every effort to keep the cost of
electricity down. I will move from the Government's double talk about not increasing taxes
and charges above the consumer price index to the Rural Adjustment and Finance
Corporation.
During the Estimates Committee debate the Treasurer was challenged by the deputy Leader
of the National Party on a number of items about which the National Party has been
confronting RAFCOR, the inister for Agriculture, and the Treasurer, who is responsible for
RAFCOR_ We have received no answers. The Treasurer responded by saying that the
National Party had presented these items only five weeks ago; however, the National Party
has been making representations for many months on some of these issues. The cruelest
issue of all is RAFCOR's definition of a bona fide farmer and its definition of a farmer who
has potential to survive. RAFCOR, condoned by the Treasurer, will not consider any income
which is earned off the farm. This is a cruel judgment on the people of Western Australia
who are working their insides out. They are getting whatever cash they can off the farm by
driving school buses, nursing, working for the shire, and working part time for the
Department of Conservation and Land Management in the forests to try to help support the
rural industries of Western Australia. If a farm budget includes money from off farm in
order to feed the family or send the children to school - an item which has nothing to do with
the fundamental running of the farm - RAFCOR makes a judgment that shows that a farm
has no long term viability. RAFCOR's definition of long term viability must be challenged
and the Treasurer must consider that definition. What does the money a farmer's wife earns
at the local hospital and uses to send her children to school in Perth have to do with the farm
budget?
In the Estimates Committee [ challenged the Minister for the Environment responsible for
the Department of Conservation and Land Management'and his chief executive officer on the
Budget allocation for managing 'fire control. The income to this State from royalties and
taxes from forest management is almost half a billion dollars. Forestry makes a very large
contribution to the income of this State, yet very little money is spent on fire control. As was
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pointed out to me this year and also last year, part of the fire control budget relates to the
wages of people who work for CALM. Of course it does, but more personnel and more
money are required for fare management. In reply to one of my questions the chief executive
officer said chat this summer a procedure will be implemented which I have been advocating
for a long time and which many people involved in the forestry industry have been
advocating: People who work for the contractors in the forests will be involved in fire
control and fire management. Unfortunately we did not get to the bottom of the answer and
who will bear the cost and from where the money will come. I have now discovered that the
forestry management section of CALM will not be paying for this involvement of forestry
workers; it will be part of the contractor's obligation for working in the forests. The chief
executive officer said that it will save a lot of money and that workers will be trained without
a lot of extra cost to the Government. Of course it is not going to be a lot of extra cost to the
Government; it is going to be a cost to the contractors. To whom will the contractors pass
the cost? It will be passed to the consumers, the people who buy the forestry productis, all the
way down to the end user. This Government collects just on half a billion dollars from
forests yet cannot afford to put back some of the extra money needed for fire protection. The
forests of this State are the State's greatest resource. The minerals will all go; they are non-
renewable. The forests are renewable and this State must put sufficient money into their
management It must put money into the proper management of the forest because not
enough money is being committed to fire management in the Department of Conservation
and Land Management's areas.
fle member for Geraldton raised the proposal to implement minimum utilisation on
weekends at the Geraldton Regional Hospital. He said that this would result in an enormous
waste of resources. The problems lie in the administration of the hospitals, and they are not
Federal Government problems but State Government problems. I have raised this matter in
the House before and have stated that the utilisation of personnel within hospitals can be
improved by good roster systems. It is the hospital unions, which are involved with the
Government, which do not enter into negotiations regarding roster changes and thereby add
to the cost of this State's hospital system. The provision of hospitality services in Western
Australian hospitals comprises one third of the total running costs of hospitals. Teaching
hospitals have other imposts but taking in patients and providing them with operations and
meals comprise one third of the total costs of running hospitals. If the roster system could be
rearranged and the penalty rates reduced by a negligible amount, the cost of running
hospitals could be greatly reduced. I was pleased to hear the chief executive officer of the
Health Department say during the Estimates Committee that the hotel roster system would be
one of the areas tackled this year in a cost reduction effort. I wish him all the luck in the
world in his attempts to achieve a cost saving in this important area.
This State Government is suffering heavily under budgetary constraints which have been
brought about by the recession and which are far worse than they are in other States because
we also have to carry the losses occasioned by the Government's WA Inc activities. The
State must also carry the cost of delaying the $25 million payment on those losses. I also
note that many innovative areas in the Budget are suffering cutbacks. However, one of the
most severely affected is the hospital system. That is an area which must be tackled by this
and future Governments.
MR AINSWORTH (Roe) [10.24 pm]: Although the Estimates Committee process is
undergoing a process of adjustment, there is certainly much scope for improvement in
one area in particular namely, the way Ministers rely on information from advisers when
they are understandably not au fait with all detailed aspects of their portfolios. Rather than
letting the heads of departments answer questions, a lot of time is spent by Ministers
checking replies with them. That means that some members wishing to ask questions of the
Minister or the ministerial advisers do not have time to do so. 'With some of the very
important areas of the Budget it is a shame, to say the least, that that happens and it is a
matter which must be addressed. I recommend that the committee involved in drawing up
the guidelines for the next Estimates Committees make firmer recommendations on this
matter.
I do not want to go over the ground covered by the member for Roleystone about the budget
for the Ministry of Education other than to say I endorse his comments. The matter of school
grants not being indexed is of great concern to many of the schools that I have visited,
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because there has also been a decrease in real terms from last year's allocation. This places a
burden on all schools. Another change in the education system is the intioduction of the new
pathways program into years I1I and 12 for those students not intending to go on to tertiary
education, but rather to go on to TAFE or enter other vocational training. I welcome this
innovation, but a couple of its shortfalls have been brought to my attention. Firstly, some of
the programs available for core subjects which will be used in the new pathways activities
have not been changed. Concern has been expressed by those involved in the teaching of
those subjects that those programs are not tailor made to fit the specific needs of students and
teachers.
Secondly, some private schools have raised concerns about the impact the new move towards
splitting curriculums in the upper years will have on them. They note that in some areas,
such as science, theme will be a need for additional capital expenditure to cater for the
increased number of students studying different science units in the pathways program.
Those private schools are concerned that increases in capital expenditure will put strains on
their budgets. Thirdly, the lack of consultation with private schools in the development of
the new pathways program was regrettable. I was concerned about the announcement made
by the Secondary Education Authority that it would be using only one person to mark the
TEE examinations next year. While some explanation of that was given in the committee it
did not satisfy me nor those students who feel disadvantaged that only one person will be
marking their papers. The concerns raised have come from not only students but also
teachers who have been involved in marking papers in the past. They believe there is a
desperate need for a return to that previous process. Students may have their papers
remarked for a small fee, but even with that in place some students will be disadvantaged if
they do not appeal the marks they receive. The effect of that will be life-long for some
students.
Another area which is specific to the country education system is the preprimary numbers in
small primary schools which are currently quite low. Many of these schools are now being
told that they will become part of the rural integration program. That program means that
five year olds who currently attend preprimary centres with four year olds will join a mixed
class of years 1, 2 and, in some cases, 3. Therefore, there will be preprimary students and
years 1, 2 and 3 in the one classroom. I can understand the reason for this with low numbers
of students being otherwise serviced by a preprimary teacher. However. I ask the House to
consider two things: Firstly, the longstanding but unmet promise by a forner Labor
Government that all four year olds would be catered for in preprimary schools. That will not
happen. Secondly, we should also consider the effect this will have on country communities
that are already feeling the effects of the recession and the other things we have heard about
so many times in this place. These communities will now see the preprimary schools into
which many of them have put a lot of money to develop facilities unused and their five year
olds being put in with primary school students.
One of the roles played by preprimary schools, particularly in country areas, is as a social
developer as opposed to an outright educator. That social development opportunity is not so
great in remote country areas as it is for young children in cities and larger towns. Therefore,
the four and five year olds who mix together in preprimary centres in the country gain many
benefits from social interaction as well as a learning experience from working in groups prior
to going into the school system. The other side of the coin is that preprimary students who,
by their nature, their age and their development stage, are not ready to sit down in an
organised classroom will now be involved in classroom activities with years 1, 2 and, in
some cases, 3. 1 believe that will be disruptive to both groups. Five year olds who should be
in a less structured learning environment will now be in with years 1, 2 and 3 students. That
will be disruptive for them and very difficult for the teachers. I believe that, while the
numbers are down, other criteria should be used to assess whether those preprimary centres
should be closed with five year old students becoming part of the rural integration program.
I have spoken in the past about agricultural schools around this State and referred, in
particular, to the Gnowangerup Agricultural School, which is somewhat different from many
others in the State. I am concerned at the way the operation of the school has changed in
recnt times. The emphasis at that school seems to be shifting more to using it as a remote
detention centre for juvenile offenders or people who have problems with their lifestyles
elsewhere rather than its having a mix of people who have been underachievers in
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mainstreamn academia and have found an outlet for their skills and talents in an agricultural
environment from which those sorts of students have benefited in the past. I am sad to see
that shift in emphasis. I hope that will be reversed because it does noting for the
community in which the school is situated and also denies other students of the opportunity
to attend the school. I am not talking here about the people who have broken the law; I am
talking about the young people who have difficulties in mainstream schooling and who have
gained an awful lot from going to Gnowangerup.
I was concerned to note in the Budget also chat the expenditure for fisheries research
programs has been cut by 20 per cent which is, in real tenms, a cut of about 25 per cent.
Fisheries research allows a lot of scope for benefits not only for the industry but also for the
State in two areas: First, the development. and assessment of new fishing stocks, and,
secondly, the development of aquiculture throughout the State. Some of our northern
neighbours: are good at aquiculture and they are setting the pace in the research and
development of fanning various species of fish and molluscs. It is a very big industry and
has great possibilities for increasing the income for the fishermen and the State through flow-
on benefits. Therefore, a cut of 20 per cent in the research budget was very worrying to me.
I hope it will not affect that aspect of research which focuses on aquiculture,
I found also another 20 per cent cut - again, 25 per cent in real terms - in funds allocated to
the Agriculture Protection Board. That board is not referred to a great deal in this place
because it is an activity of Government which is not headline grabbing. However, it serves a
very real purpose in helping to keep out of Western Australia pests and diseases which, in
some cases, decimate certain sections of the agriculture industry. A 20 per cent cut in that
area is extremely worrying. The Budget papers refer to a reduced emphasis on some species
may be acceptable in the short term. "May be acceptable" is a tongue in cheek way of saying
that the Government has cut the Budget by 20 per cent, like it or lump it, because any cut is
not acceptable in the control of species that are being looked at already -

Mr Leahy: It is a cut in extraordinary amounts spent last year on locust and other controls.
Mr AINS WORTH: I do not think it was a cut in extraordinary items. I believe it was a cut
in real terms because the Budget referred to a reduced emphasis on some species which may
be acceptable. That does not indicate a cut to a one-off program for the control of locusts.
The fact that the Budget was cut to that degree and the fact that there was no allocation in the
Budget or any indication of a future program for funding the move of the APB checkpoint
from Norseman to Eucla worries me further, because more and more people are able to travel
into Western Australia bypassing the checkpoint at Norseman by using either the road from
Balladonia to Esperance or roads north of the Eyre Highway through some of the station
country to the transline and Kalgoorlie. Some of those people are bypassing that checkpoint
deliberately because they know that if they went through the checkpoint at Norseman they
would be picked up. It is only a matter of time before one of those vehicles bypassing that
checkpoint brings into the State another major pest like skeleton weed and we will see not
$3 million or $4 million being spent on moving a checkpoint but perhaps $30 million or
$40 million being spent over many years trying to solve a problem for the agricultural
industry in this State. That was a very shortsighted decision in my opinion.
Dr Turnbull: Thbe same thing happens at Kununurra, also.
Mr AINSWORTII: Except that there is no checkpoint there. In this case there is a
checkpoint; it is a matter of relocating it.
I was concerned also to read about outcomes for last year relating to apprenticeships. The
Budget papers indicate that there was a shortfall of 1 700 in the target for apprenticeships in
this State for 1990-91. With youth unemployment at an all time high, particularly in some
country areas, I believe there will be a shortfall again this year if something is not done to
encourage employers to take on apprentices. I realise that many of the schemes are
Commonwealth funded. However, there must be some way that the State Government can
influence the Commonwealth to make it more attractive for employers who are suffering
from the economic situation we are all in, to put on apprentices, or, in some cases, to retain
apprentices for the duration of their apprenticeships.
When the State eventually comes out of recession it will face a shortage of skilled people
because of a lack of ongoing training of young people, particularly in country centres.
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Country centres do not have the diversity of opportunity that is available in the city. If
training is unavailable young people will drift from country centres and not go back. They
will be last to those centres unless something dramatic is done shortly. At the moment youth
unemployment stands at 25 per cent in the Esperance area. That is of major concern to me.
If we lose a lot of good people from the area they will not come back when the economy
picks up and will be lost to the area forever. They are the young people on whom the
economic future of the State depends. I urge the Government to look closely at expending
effort and money on initiatives, or to approach the Federal Government to cake initiatives, to
make it more attractive for employers to take on apprentices. I return to my initial point
about the Estimates Committee process: Much scope is available to benefit all of us in this
process, but there is always room for improvements and 1 implore those in power to make the
decision to implement those improvements for next year.
MR BLAIICIE (Vasse) [10.42 pm]: During the Committee stage of the Budget debate I
made a series of comments about the pathetic performance of the Government and its
Ministers in answering questions on notice. I have no doubt that the Government has
embarked on a campaign of not only refusing to answer questions promptly but also ensuring
that answers to questions are delayed for its own strategic purposes.
Mrs Henderson: Come on!
Mr BLAIKIE: The Minister for Consumer Affairs can bleat all night from her seat; she will
have an opportunity to make a contribution to the debate later. I have been in this Parliament
for 20 years and can assure the Minister that in the days of the Tonkin Government questions
on notice were answered on the day after they appeared on the Notice Paper. The same thing
applied during the time of the Court and O'Connor Governments. In those days Ministers
provided a service to the Parliament. If they did not provide answers to questions on notice
within a day or two of their being asked they had to offer an explanation not only to the
Parliament but also to the Premier. Since the advent of the Burke, Dowding and Lawrence
Governments Ministers have treated questions on notice with complete contempt, paying no
regard to them. The disregard of Ministers when answering questions asked in this
Parliament is part of this Government's strategy to ensure that members do not receive
answers to questions. Answers are delayed for periods of up to six weeks. One has only to
look at the Notice Paper to see that a number of answers to questions have been outstanding
for weeks. That is not good enough. It is a pathetic performance by this Government.
On 19 September I asked a couple of questions on notice, one of the Treasurer and one of the
Minister assisting the Treasurer. I received the answers to those questions today. Those
answers were important and had they been given earlier would have enabled me to have a
better understanding of some of the Budget papers. One question related to a payment to
Perpetual Finance Corporation of $1.95 million for the year ended 1991. 1 wanted to know
the total debt, the interest charged and the rate of interest. The answer I received late this
afternoon could not be used in the Estimates Committees. The Treasurer knew why I wanted
those answers, yet the information was not provided for four weeks. That action was an
insult to the Parliament and the integrity of its members.
I asked another question about the breakdown of the payment of $24.8 million in 1991 for
the debts of Western Australian Government Holdings. I asked how much of the $53 million
estimated expenditure for the year 1991-92 was to be allocated to interest payments. I found
out today that the interest payments will be $24.3 million. Of that amount $545 000 was for
legal costs. Another part of the question was how much was anticipated for legal costs in
199 1-92. The answer was $2.2 million for Western Australia Government Holdings. I can
understand why the Treasurer did not want me to have that information when items were
being considered before Estimates Committee A. It took the Treasurer a month to provide
answers to those questions. That is an abuse of the Westminster system of Parliament.
One could go on and on ad nauseam about this matter. As long as the Government takes it
upon itself to withhold information from the Parliament it will continue to have the bad
odour it currently has around it because of its dealings and secrecy and not being open with
the public. The Government's refusal to answers questions or to provide information to the
Parliament within a reasonable 'period is testimony to that. I repeat that if it was good
enough for a succession of previous Governments to provide answers to questions within
48 hours of their being asked it is good enough for this Government to do the same.
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However, this Government treats the Parliament with contempt, taking up to eight weeks to
provide answers to questions on notice. That is not good enough. Action should be taken to
reverse this situation.
Another matter raised by way of question on notice was about expressions of interest to
develop a marina and a land based development at Curtis Bay. I asked the Minister for
Lands a question about that development on 26 September and received the answer today. I
asked the Minister whether the Government intended to call for expressions of interest in the
development of Curtis Bay boat harbour and how it was proposed to deternine a fair market
value for the land should the project proceed and an area of adjacent Crown land be sold off.
The Minister replied that fair market value for the land would be assessed by the Valuer
General's office and/or an independent valuer taking into account appropriate zoning and
development potential for the subject broadacre holding.
The second part of the question I asked was -

Can the Minister assure the House a valuation system, as applied in the case of the
Midland Abattoirs and saleyards, will not be used on this occasion?

The Minister replied -

The "method" of valuation will be subject to normal valuation practices assuming
highest and best use.

I wanted to have that answer in time to raise this matter in some depth with the Minister for
Lands during the Budget debate. We saw the shemozzle which occurred in relation to the
Midland saleyards. where prime land was sold for about $450 000 on a pittance of a deposit.
That has been a shame and a scandal to the Government ever since. No doubt it will be
subject to certain inquiries by the Royal Commission. I did not want the same thing to
happen with regard to Curtis Bay, yet the Minister has said that the person who will decide
the valuation will be either the Valuer General and/or an independent valuer. I will not have
a bar of the person who did the valuation for the Midland Abattoir. I want the Minister, if he
can finish his private chat, to indicate that the Government will not go down that pathway.
What the Minister should have answered, if he was prepared to be honest - and one must
question the honesty of Ministers - was that he was going to get the best obtainable price. It
would be interesting to know the valuation local real estate agents would put on that land.
Some 70 hectares are involved, and agricultural land in the area is selling for around $3 000 a
hectare, so we are looking at a figure, on an agricultural land basis, of about $4.5 million.
However, this land is prime development land with the potential for a marina development,
so I would expect the minimum price to any developer purchasing this land would be not less
than $9 million or $10 million. I would be interested to know whether the Government has
already done a deal, and whether it has made any previous commitments regarding this land.
The whole project appears to be one where the locals are now making the assumption that the
Government has a preferred operator, and the advertising program supports that belief.
Whether that is the case, people in the area have that perception.
I asked the Minister for Transport a question, again on 26 September, and again I received
the reply from the Minister only today. I asked the Minister to detail when the Government
intended calling for expressions of interest, what print media were to be used and how often,
and what interstate and international newspapers and/or publications were to be used to
advertise the expressions of interest. I also asked what was the anticipated date of closure,
and the anticipated date when successful applicants would be advised. I asked the Minister
this question on 26 September, but I could not get a reply from the inister. There was
ample time for the Minister to provide a reply prior to the House rising early in October. I
faxed the Department of Marine and Harbours asking for similar information, and I was
advised that the information could be supplied only by the Minister *and it would not be made
available to me. On the same day, within half an hour of my having asked the question, I had
same constituents go to the Department of Marine and Harbours and seek the same
information. That information was provided to them directly over the telephone, although it
was denied to me, both in writing and by telephone. I was told that the reason the
information was being denied to me was that I had asked a question in the Parliament and
only the Minister could answer it. What a load of rubbish and hogwash! This is part of the
cover up I am talking about, and it is part of the reason this Government is on the nose. This
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Government stinks. Information is not available to members of Parliament, but it is made
available to any member of the public who cares to inquire. I can provide the Minister with
the names of people who telephoned and obtained the information, although their local
member was denied that information. [ take strong exception to that. The Government will
be caught out.
Mr D.L. Smith: Letters have been sent to people in response to your attitude.
Mr BLAIKIE: On which issue?
Mr D.L. Smith: On the Curtis Bay issue. The shire has written to every member of
Parliament saying that it disagrees with your position on both counts.
Mr BLAIKIE: I am not talking about the class A reserve. I think the Minister had better go
back and have another shower.
Mr D.L. Smith: You had better look at the letters received by members from the Shire of
Busselton.
Mr BLAIKIE: I am talking about the Curtis Bay development; I am not talkng about the
class A reserve.
Once I received the information, what concerned me was that, first, the Minister for
Transport advised that a call for public expressions of interest in the development of a boat
harbour at Exmouth was advertised on 18 September, and a call for public expressions of
interest in a feasibility study for a proposed marina was advertised in The West Australian on
9 October 1991. The reply went on to say that expressions of interest were being called for
by placing advertisements in relevant newspapers and property journals, and the following
print media were being used: For the Exmouth project. The Australian Financial Review,
The Weekend Australian, Asia Week, South China Morning Post, Business Times, European
Wall Street Journal, The Financial Times, Investors Chronicle, The Economist, and The West
Australian. It was indicated there would be two insertions in each newspaper. The Exmouth
project was being advertised around the world. However, the Curtis Bay proposal was
advertised in The West Australian, The Australian Financial Review, The Weekend
Australian, The Australian, the Augusta-Margaret River Mail, and the Busselton -Margaret
River Times. The project was advertised simply within Australia.
I want to have these newspapers left on the Table of the House. I draw to the attention of
members the size of the advertising placed in both instances. The advertisements for the
Curtis Bay project were relatively small, and the project coordinator was the Department of
Marine and Harbours. However, the advertisements for the Exmouth project were double the
size, and the agents were Jones Lang Wootton. If the Government were being dinikum and
honest in trying to secure the best sont of development - I do not support a marina
development for Curtis Bay - it should ensure that any development in Curtis Bay is not a
Mickey Mouse scheme; we should go for a world class operator. Why the Government has
not advertised around the world only the Government can answer. Here are two projects
running side by side, parallel with each other. On the one hand we have a small, nondescript
advertisement appearing only in Australian newspapers, and running paralel with it -
Mr D.L. Smith: Including The Australian Financial Review, The West Australian and The
Australian.
Mr BLALKIE: A small advertisement nonetheless; on the other hand) running parallel with
that is an advertisement of double the size which has been run in all the newspapers,
including The Australian and The Australian Financial Review, and other newspapers around
the world. What I and the people want to know is why the Government did not allow Curtis
Bay to be advertised internationally. Something stinks about why it did not. During the
Budget debate I asked questions of the Minister and Dr Paul. I asked Dr Paul why Curtis
Bay was limited to Australia- He replied that Curtis Bay was a somewhat modest
development compared with the Exmouth project, which is very much related to the
development of an international resort. He also indicated that the Curtis Bay facility was
more likely to be utilsed by people from within the State to provide facilities for the fishing
industry and recreational boating in the region, and that people would come from the
immediate region and from the Perth metropolitan area. I asked Dr Paul whether, that being
the case, there was still the opportunity to call for international expressions of interest.
Dr Paul's reply indicated that many of the local expressions of interest would have
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international connections. That is simply not good enough. We have here a pristine area of
land. It is one of die prime areas of Western Australia.
Mi- Ut. Smith: Two former rubbish dumps and a golf course is hardly pristine.
Mr BLAIKIE: The Minister should shut up and let me finish my speech. The Minister is the
person who called the shire president a liar at the public meeting; and he has been reported to
the Premier for what he did. There must be an opportunity for Cturtis Bay to be advertised
internationally. If the Government does not do that, it will be asked why is it advertising it
so narrowly. I do not want to see yet another Burswood Casino fiasco.
[The member's time expired.]
Question put and passed.
Bill read a third time and transmitted to the Council.

House adjourned ai 11.03 pm
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QUEST[ONS ON NOTICE

BILLS - UNPROCLAIMED AND PART PROCLAMATION
1195. Mrs EDWARDES to the Premier:

With reference to question 1129 of 1991, will the Premier list all Bills passed
by the Parliament in the years 1989, 1990 and 1991 to date which have been
assented to, but have -

(a) not been proclaimed to; or
(b) only been partially proclaimed; and
the reason why each of those Acts have not been proclaimed or have only
been partially proclaimed?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:
Act No Year Title To be proclaimed

15 1989 Prisoners (Release Act
for Deportation) Act

17 1991 Prisoners (Release Operative on
for Deportation) commencement of
Amendment Act No 15 of 1989

The 1989 Act contained a cross reference to the Commonwealth Migration
Act. The latter Act was subsequently amended resulting in the need to amend
the State Act and that occurred with Act 17/91. Regulations are currently
being drafted and when finalised proclamation will occur.

36 1989 Companies and Operative on
Securities and commencement of
Futures Industries, Part 9 of No 92
L~egislation (Acts of 1989 of the
Amendment) Act Commonwealth.

To be proclaimed.
The Commonwealth has not proclaimed its Act; it is envisaged that this Act
will be repealed following the introduction of new legislation.

24 1990 Guardianship and Act
Administration Act

Cabinet approved proclamation to operate from 1 July 1992.
35 1990 Western Australian Act

Marine Amendment Act
The Act abolishes the Safety Manning Committee and before it can be
proclaimed amendments are required to the Western Australian marine
certificates of competency and safety manning regulations. These
amendments are currently being prepared.

57 1990 Debits Tax Part 4
Assessment Act

The Debits Tax Assessment Act and corresponding legislation in other States
was introduced in 1990 to facilitate the transfer of the debits tax from the
Commonwealth to the States. With the exception of part 4, dealing with
objections and appeals by taxpayers. the Act essentially mirrors the
Commonwealth legislation.
Part 4 was revised for consistency with objection and appeal provisions
common to other Western Australian taxation legislation, which are
significantly different to those in the Commonwealth debits tax legislation.
However, in the transitional period during which the Australian Taxation
Office is effectively administering the State legislation an the State's behalf, it
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was decided that the Commonwealth objection and appeal provisions would
continue to apply.
The Commonwealth objection and appeal provisions are provided for in Pant
3 of schedule I of the Debits Tax Assessment Act, entitled "Transitional
Provisions". The part is to expire when part 4 of dhe Act comes into
operation, which would coincide with the Commissioner of State Taxation
taking over administration of' the Act.

74 1990 Education Amendment Act
Act (No 2)

The Education Amendment Act (No 2) 1990 (No 74 of 1990), which relates to
school decision making groups, will be proclaimed as soon as the regulations
required to give effect to the provisions of the Act have been finalised. The
regulations are in the final stages of preparation.

82 1990 Child Welfare Section 9
Amendment Act (No 2)

The Child Welfare Amendment Act (No 2) has only partially been
proclaimed. Section 9 is yet to be proclaimed because regulations are being
drafted. These regulations will set out the information which has to be
provided when an application for a licence is made for a child under 15 to be
employed in the entertainment industry. They will also provide for the
administration of the licensing scheme. There will be some further delay as
the Department for Community Services is anxious to ensure through
consultation that the regulations are acceptable to the industry representatives.

85 1990 Mines Regulation Act
Amendment Act

In January 1991 the Department of Mines sought to have the amendment Act
proclaimed, but was advised by parliamentary counsel that all of the
regulations to the Mines Regulation Act would have to be reviewed and
consequential amendments made to accommodate the am~endnment AcL
Additional regulations were drafted to maintain consistency with those of the
Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare Act. A final draft is expected before
the end of September- This will be put to the Commission of Occupational
Health, Safety and Welfare for recommendation and endorsement to the
respective Mfinisters, after which proclamation can be made.

87 1990 Government Railways Act
Amendment Act

Proclamation of the Government Railways Amendment Act has been delayed
pending clarification with Treasury of some of the accounting and
administrative details necessary to give effect to the consolidation of bank
accounts and associated requirements of the amendment Act. It is anticipated
that the Act will be proclaimed for implementation on 1 December 1991.

91 .1990 Soil and Land Section 4(c) "the Trust"
Conservation the '"Trust Fund" and
Amendment Act items I1(b), 2 and 3 of

the schedule
The Act has only been partially proclaimed because consultation has been
necessary with the corporate sector and the national company Landeare
Australia Ltd, which is developing a strategy for raising trust funds and
deciding on administrative arrangements for such funds. This consultation
was required before proclamation could be sought for a land care trust. It is
anticipated that proclamation will be sought by the end of this year.

99 1990 Industrial Relations Section 14
Amendment Act

This amendment enables the Minister to determine an upper classification
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limit for Government officers who may lodge a promotion appeal. The
Government and the Civil Service Association have arranged a trial period for
the resolution of promotions appeals outside the WA Industrial Relations
Commission. Until the tal is complete and the results analysed, an upper
limit of promotions appeals will not be determined.

104 1990 Tobacco Control Act Section 5(l) operative
8 February 1992

Section 5(l) of the Tobacco Control Act 1990 will be operative as from
8 February 1992 because the banning of all outdoor/public tobacco
advertising has a major impact on local industry and sports promotion. After
consultation with community and business groups, and considering the large
financial impact of that section, it was agreed that there would be a "phase
out" period to allow for community and business interests to adjust
accordingly. To have enforced that particular section of the Act when the rest
of the Act was proclaimed would have caused significant financial hardship to
outdoor advertisers, loss of employment for their staff, and significant
difficulties for community and sporting bodies which relied on the revenue
generated from such outdoor signage.

1 1991 Retail Trading Hours Act Section 12
The section relates to the appointment of members of an advisory committee.
Proclamation was delayed to allow nominations from industry, employee,
employer and consumer groups for the committee. Proclamation is expected
before the end of October.

5 1991 State Supply Act
Commission Act

The State Supply Commission Bill was passed through Parliament and
assented to on Tuesday, 11 une 1991. The Act was proclaimed by His
Excellency the Governor on Tuesday, 17 September 199 1.

6 1991 State Energy Commission Act
Amendment Act

I am advised by SECWA that by-laws and regulations be gazetted at the same
rime as the proclamation of the Act so that the two come into effect on the
same date. At this stage it is envisaged that the changes will take place in
December 1991.

10 1991 Miscellaneous Repeals Act Section 4
The Therapeutic Goods Regulations under the Health Act have not yet been
finalised. When they are proclaimed the Contraceptives Act will be repealed.

11 1991 Local Courts Act
Amendment Act

The scale of costs is to be determined by the Legal Costs Committee prior to
proclamation.

12 1991 Director of Public Act
Prosecutions Act

The Act will be proclaimed after the appointment of a Director of Public
Prosecutions has been finalised.

19 1991 Video Tapes Classification Sections 4 to 12
and Control Amendment Act

The Video Tapes Classification and Control Amendment Act No 19 of 1991
was assented to on 25 June 1991. Sections 4 to 12 are interrelated and will
not be effective until the amendment Act is proclaimed. The regulations need
to be amended before clauses 9, 10, 11 and 12 can be: proclaimed and these
regulations cannot be amended until determinations required under sections
23A and 24 are issued. The determinations which relate to standard markings
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for advertisements and consumer advice are required to be issued by the Chief
Censor of the Commonwealth Film Censorship Board. Their issue is part of
the uniform classification scheme and is a requirement for all Australian
States and Territories. The Chief Commonwealth Censor has been advised
that the amendment Act cannot be proclaimed until the determinations have
been issued and his early attention requested.

20 1991 Conservation and Section 51 and items
Land Management 1, 2 and 6 of the
Amendment Act schedule.

Section 51 and items 1, 2 and 6 of the schedule of the Conservation and Land
Management Act relate to the establishment of the Nature Conservation Trust
of WA. The Crown Law Department has advised that for the trust to be
established it is necessary to have members appointed so that the trust can
come into operation immediately those sections are proclaimed. CALM
sought extra time to give consideration to the membership of the trust. In
view of its role of fundraising, in the present economic climate, it is not
proposed to bring the trust into operation at present.

HOSPITALS - ARMADALE KELMSCOTrr HOSPITAL
Beds Closure

1214. Mr MINSON to the Minister for Health:
(1) Have any beds or wards been closed in the Armadale Kelmscott Hospital?
(2) If so, what beds or wards and when?
(3) Are any bed or ward cuts planned for the Armadale Kelmscott Hospital?
(4) If so, what beds or wards and when?
(5) Are any bed, ward or hospital closures planned for the southern corridor?
(6) If so, what beds, wards or hospitals are to be affected?
Mr WILSON replied:
(l)-(2)

1 am advised that during the 1990-91 financial period six beds in the
maternity/gynaccology ward were closed for nine months without any adverse
effects on patient care.

(3)-(4)
As part of a revised, more flexible bed management strategy, six
niaternity/gynaecology beds will be closed. Services will be maintained by
making use of available beds in the medical and surgical wards should the
need arise. In this way the level of admissions and quality of care will be
preserved. No other modifications to bed management are planned.

In the south metropolitan health region the following 1990-91 bed closures
will continue during 1991-92 -

Bentley Hospital - 10 medic al/non-urge nt elective surgical beds;
4 psychogeriatric beds.
Rockingham Kwinana District Hospital - 12 non-urgent elective surgical beds.
The continuance of these strategies will have little effect on service levels as
alternative strategies in better theatre usage, reduced length of stay and
promotion of day surgery have been successfully introduced. A plan has been
devised at Bentley Hospital for more effective case management of
psychogeriatric clients which will limit the current complement of available
beds without affecting the service level. In this plan additional beds will be
provided for general geriatric clients, many of whom have a chronic
confusional state and would have previously been admitted to psychogeriatrie
beds. Mount Henry Hospital is currently devising a plan for a more efficient
allocation of staffed beds related to its average occupancy. The rationalisaron
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of available beds will result in a possible reduction in bed complement from
348 to 333.

HOSPITALS - COUNTRY HOSPITALS
Beds Closure

1224. Mr BRADSH-AW to the Minister for Health:
(1) Are there directives to country hospitals to reduce or close beds?
(2) What is the budget for 1991-92 for the Murray District Hospital, Yarloop

Hospital, Harvey and Districts Hospital and Bunbury Regional Hospital?
(3) How do the budgets compare to the actual expenditures for 1990-91 ?
Mr WILSON replied:
(1) No. However there is an expectation on management that hospitals will be

staffed and managed in the most cost effective manner to meet specific local
need. If it were established that need can be met from a reduced number of
beds, it would be expected that appropriate action would be instigated to
achieve this end.

(2) The budget for Murray District Hospital, Yarloop Hospital, Harvey District
Hospital, and Bunbury Regional Hospital are being negotiated at a local level
between the hospital managements and the regional director. Indicative
budgets have been provided, and comments invited regarding strategies
required to meet targets.
199 1-92 base indicative expenditure budgets - $
Murray District Hospital 6484 000
Yarloop Hospital 939 400
Harvey District Hospital 1 809 700
Bunbury Regional Hospital 14394 300

(3) Early indications are that budgets will be marginally lower than expenditure
levels for 1990-91.
1990-91 actual expenditure - $
Murray District Hospital 6636700
Yarloop Hospital 976 000
Harvey District Hospital 1 947 100
Bunbury Regional Haspital 14718 800
Care should be taken with comparisons between 1990-91 actual expenditure
and 199 1-92 budget allocations because of the impact on large single items in
1990-91 expenditure and exclusion of provisions far long service leave and
for alterations, equipment, maintenance and repairs in base budgets for
1991-92.

TAFE - CUSTOMISED TRAINING AGENCY AUDIT
Trustees of the Self Supporting Trust Concern

1258. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister representing the Minister for Education:
(1) Has Technical and Further Education Customised Training Agency Director,

Dr Jeanette Hartz-Karp, been given an ultimatum by the Trustees of the Self
Supporting Trust in that they will not approve the CTA Financial Report or
approve further fund disbursement unless a satisfactory audit is carried out?

(2) What is the nature of, and extent of, the concern by the trustees?
(3) Is the audit to be an internal TAFE process or is State Audit involved?
(4) Will the results of the audit be made available to this House?
(5) What was the extent of the deficiency for the financial year 1989-90?
(6) Will the Minister please provide a list of all the CrA courses by title, delivery

locations, student enrolled hours, and teaching hours for the 1991 academic
year?
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(7) In respect of the above course -

(a) which have been given official advanced standing in formal TAPE or
industry award courses;

(b) what proportion in teaching and student enrolled hours were delivered
to companies with fewer than 10 people employed?

Dr GALLOP replied:
(1) No.
(2)-(4)

Not applicable.
(5) There was no deficiency.
(6) An extensive compendium will be available at the beginning of 1992 and can

be made available to the member should he wish.
(7) (a) The accreditation of courses of this nature is the responsibility of the

Skills Standard and Accreditation Board of SESDA, and initial
discussions have taken place regarding accreditation.

(b) Individual customers participating in TAPE courses on a fee for
service basis do not supply details of their personal employment.
Hence these statistics are not recorded and are not available.

TAPE - MOTOR VEHICLES
1260. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister representing the Minister for Education-

(1) What was the total number of Government and private plated vehicles
financed in Technical and Further Education in the 1987-88 financial year?

(2) What was the total number of government and private plated vehicles
financed in TAPE in the 1990-91 financial year?

Dr GALLOP replied:
(1) 94 vehicles.
(2) 121 vehicles-

TAPE - TUITION FEES
1272. Mr BRADSHAW to the Minister representing the Minister for Education:

(1) Does the Minister intend, or is the Minister considering introducing tuition
fees for Technical and Further Education students?

(2) If so, when will the new fees apply and what level will the fees be set?
Dr GALLOP replied:
(1) Fees will be introduced for short vocational courses. These are intensive

training courses aimed at employed persons seeking to upgrade their
vocational skills.

(2) The new fees will apply from I January 1992 at a rate of $4 per hour. The
short duration of these courses and the fact that they are always part time
results in the overall course charge being relatively low.

WEST ED MEDIA - CLOSURE
1330. Mr TUBBY to the Minister representing the Minister for Education:

(1) When is West Ed Media Services to be closed down?
(2) Why is this service to be closed?
(3) What effects will this closure have on the provision of educational services to

country and remote students?
(4) (a) What are the functions which have been carried out by this service

during the last 12 months;
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(b) how will these services be provided in future years;
(c) if they are to be contracted out what is the estimated cost for providing

each of these services in 1992-93;
(di) will schools and other sections of the Ministry receive increased

budgetary allocations to meet the cost of contracting these services?
(5) (a) What is the current value of all equipment and fittings at West Ed

Media Services;
(b) what is to happen to this equipment;
(c) if it is to be sold, what is the anticipated resale value given the

depressed state of the economy in general and media services in
particular?

(6) (a) What is planned for the purpose built facilities currently occupied by
West Ed Media Services;

(b) if these facilities are to be sold, what is the estimated resale value
given the current economic conditions?

(7) (a) Has any consideration been given to providing other Government
departments with access to West Ed Media Services' facilities;

(b) if so, what additional income could be generated for the Education
budget and what savings could be expected to other departmental
budgets;

(c) if not, why wasn't this possibility given proper consideration before
the decision was taken to close down this service?

Dr GALLOP replied-
(]) 31 December 1991.
(2) This service is being closed as part of the Government's policy to ensure most

efficient use of State Government resources for education. The State
Government's priority is teaching and learning processes in the classroom.

(3) None. Curriculum related audio visual and print materials will continue to be
provided to all students, including those in country and remote areas by means
of videotape.

(4) (a) West Ed Media has provided the following main functions -

(i) publishing services;
(ii) audio visual services;
(iii) EdTV broadcasting service trough GW"N;
(iv) information and sales for ministry products.

This will continue to be undertaken through the Ministry of
Education.

(iii) EdTV will continue to be broadcast on GWN.
(iv) Publications will continue to be supplied through a retail oudlet.

(c) Tender prices will depend upon market conditions at the time.
(d) Under the present arrangements West Ed Media services are paid for

by schools' existing financial allocations. This will continue.
(5) (a) The Ministry of Education estimates the depreciated value of the

equipment at $600 000.
(b) This matter is being examined by the Ministry of Education.
(c) As the facilities are purpose built the price would depend on the

anticipated usage.
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(6) (a) This matter is being examined by the Ministry of Education.
(b) As the facilities are purpose built the price would depend on the

anticipated usage.
(7) (a) Yes.

(b) None in excess of expenditure; no savings.
(c) Not applicable.

ONE PARENT CENTRE, EAST FRLEMANTLE - GOVERNMENT FUNDING
1336. Mr STRICKLAND to the Minister for Community Services:

(1) With respect to the One Parent Centre located at 193 Canning Highway in
East Fremantle, what funding has been made available from Government
sources in each of the last five years?

(2) What have been the maximum staffing levels in each of these years in terms
of full time equivalent?

(3) Has a decision been made not to fund this One Parent Centre in 1991-92?
(4) When will the centre,'s operational funding cease?
(5) On what basis was this decision taken?
(6) What consultation occurred with the One Parent Centre users prior to this

decision?
(7) Has any assessment been made on the impact of the decision on the centre's

clients and if so, will the report be made available to me as Opposition
spokesman for my information?

(8) What alternatives will be offered in any replacement strategy and what is the
level of funding and funding source for these proposals?

(9) How many equivalent FTE staff will be available under an alternative
program?

(10) Will there be a decline in the level of care and counselling given to existing
and new clients and how does the Government propose to monitor this
situation?

Mr RIPPER replied:
(1) 1986-87 staff salaries plus $12 732 for operating costs.

1987-88 staff salaries plus $62 063 for operating costs.
1988-89 staff salaries plus $50 514 for operating costs.
1989-90 staff salaries plus $55 319 for operating costs.
1990-91 staff salaries plus $51 342 for operating costs.

(2) The maximum staffing level in each of the last five years has been 8.125
FrEs.

(3) Yes.
(4) 31 October 1991.
(5) The closure of the One Parent Centre is the result of the Government ensuring

an equitable distribution of services throughout the Stare. It is a very resource
intensive pilot service and therefore has not been duplicated in other parts of
the State. Instead, the Government has funded the development of
community and neighbourhood houses which are locally managed services to
support families under stress and assist parents in their parenting role.

(6) The One Parent Centre is a part of the Department for Community Services
and the decision to close it was considered in the 199 1-92 Budget process.
Since the decision was made staff at the One Parent Centre have assisted
clients to determine their options when the service closes including assisting
with referral to alternative services.

(7) All clients are being dealt with on a case by case basis.
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(8) A neighbourhood house service will be initiated in the greater Fremantle area
in 199 1-92. This service will receive an annual level of funding of $43 000.
The funding is provided by the Department for Community Services. As the
service will be an incorporated non-Government organisation, other private
and Government funding will be available to the management committee.

(9) Not applicable.
(10) The Department for Community Services will ensure that disadvantaged

families access all relevant services for families such as child care,
community and neighbourhood houses, family support programs and family
centres.

ORGANOCHLORINES - GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS
Treatments

1346. Mr TRENORDEN to t Minister for Health:
Are organochlorines used to treat -

(a) existing Government buildings;
(b) pre-treat new Government buildings?

Mr WILSON replied:
(a) No. Under a Health (Pesticides) Regulation amendment dated 9 August 1991.

the treatment of any existing building with organochlorines - including
Government owned or occupied buildings - has been disallowed except with
the written authority of the Executive Director, Public Health.

(b) Buildings such as Government housing are treated as for any other house.
However, large office buildings are not usually treated as the nature of
construction is not readily amenable to termite attack.

TAFE - CENTRES
Budget Allocations - Staff, Students, Courses Statisdics

1347. Mr TRENORDEN to the Minister representing the Minister for Education:
(1) What is the total budget for each Technical & Further Education centre, listed

by locality, within the State?
(2) What is the breakdown between State and Federal funds for the budgets of

each of the above TAFE centres?
(3) For each of the above listed TAFE centres, what is -

(a) their total administrative support staffing;
(b) their total lecturing staff;,
(c) their full time student numbers;
(d) their part time student numbers;
(e) the number of full time courses available and the title of the courses?

Dr GALLOP replied:
(1) In the restructured Department of TAFE, the responsibility and accountability

for regional resource deployment is devolved to the colleges and to the north
west centres of Broome and IKununurra. Resources are allocated to these
institutions on the basis of identified administrative costs and anticipated
program delivery and in accordance with budgetary requirements and
parameters. These resources are then dispersed within each region at the
discretion of the college or north west centre to meet local labour marker and
community education and training needs. The budgets allocated ame as
follows -

(a) South East Metropolitan College - $15 421 500 to include Bentley,
Carlisle, Thornlie and Victoria Park.

04248-5
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(b) South Metropolitan College - $13 100 500 co include Fremantle,
Rockingham, Applecross and Rossmoyne.

(c) Central Metropolitan College - $27 424 700 to include Perth,
Leederville, Wembley and Mt Lawley.

(d) North Metropolitan College - $12 154 600 to include Carine, Balga,
Churchiands, Subiaco, Scarborough, Craigie and Woodsome Street.

(e) Great Southern Regional College - $3 716 900 to include Albany and
Esperance.

(f) Geraldton Regional College - $3 267 300 to include Geraldton and
Carnarvon.

(g) South West Regional College - $5 726 700 to include Bunbury, Collie,
Manjirnup, Darkan, Augusta and Margaret River.

(h) Midlands Regional College - $7 215 800 to include Midland,
Northam, Wagin and Kellerbernin.

(i) Regional services - $7 555 800 to include TAFE external studies
college, Br me and Kununurra.

(2) Commonwealth programs are individually negotiated and operated by the
colleges according to their capacity in terms of available space and expertise
at any given time. Once the program is approved, the Commonwealth
resources for the program are allocated to the college.

(3) Staffing in terms of full time equivalent -

(a)-(b) Administrative Lecturing
Support Staff Total

South East Metropolitan College 121.6 241.46 363.06
South Metropolitan College 100.50 214.94 315.44
Central Metropolitan College 189.75 434.68 624.43
North Metropolitan College 110.65 181.16 291.81
Gi Southern Regional College 33.10 51.93 85.03
South West Regional College 45.46 85.70 131.16
Geraldton Regional College 24.24 46.89 71.13
Midlands Regional College 49.29 110.73 160.02
Regional Services MV 15.4 192.45

755.58 1482.95 2238.53
(3) (c)-(d)

Student enrolments for 1991 can be provided only for semester one as
the academic year is incomplete.

STUDENT ENROLMENTS
Centre Full Time Part Time TOTAL

South East Metropolitan College 1 385 14 878 16263
South Metropolitan College 1 520 15 416 16936
Central Metropolitan College 3 207 15 567 18 774
North Metropolitan College 1 162 21 819 22981
Gt Southern Regional College 423 2 571 2 994
South West Regional College 618 3 627 4 245
Geraldton Regional College 412 2 164 2 576
Midlands Regional College 807 6 312 7 119
Regional Services __z .6410f ..6431

9555 88764 98319
(3) (e)

NUMBER OF FULL TIME COURSES AVAILABLE BY LOCATION
Centre Number

South East Metropolitan College 53
South Metropolitan College 53
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Central Metropolitan College '74
North Metropolitan College 40
Ut Southern Regional College 25
South West Regional College 36
Ceraldton Regional College 27
Midlands Regional College 42
Regional Services 31

353

The cities of the full time courses available in TAPE centres are identified by
location on the printout tabled 22 October 1991.

ALBANY COMMUNITY RELEASE PROGRAM - BUDGET ALLOCATION
1348. Mr WATT to the Minister for Justice:

I refer to the Minister's comments in response to my grievance on
12 June 1991 regarding the Albany community release program -

(a) Has any Budget allocation been made this year to assist the group to
continue its work?

(b) Is the Lotteries Commission not willing to provide interim funding
unless permanent follow-up funding is provided?

(c) If no specific Budget allocation has been made this year, will the
Minister request the "Outcare" organisation for a share of its budget
allocation to be passed on to the Albany post release scheme?

Mr D.L. SMITH replied:
(a) No, although I am advised that the Great Southern Development Authority

organised assistance through relevant Government agencies as follows -

1. The Department of Employment and Training is to provide short term
clerical assistance, and also assist in ACRP accessing employment
training grants administered through the Albany employment
development committee ($2 000).

2. Adult Worklink is willing to continue free office accommodation.
3. Homeswest is willing to provide a house for short term

accommodation for newly released prisoners.
4. The Federal Department of Employment, Education and Training will

provide training grants.
5. The Department for Community Services has given a one-off grant of

$1 000.
6. USDA has matched the Department for Community Services' cash

contribution.
In addition, the new Narrogin Aboriginal and Tonres Strait Islander Council recently
provided approximately $22 000 for 199 1-92.

(b) I am advised that, as a matter of policy, the Lotteries Commission will not
provide funding to meet recurrent costs where alternative funding
arrangements at a future date are not confirmned.

(c) In response to the debate on 12 June 199 1, the president of Outcaam, Mr Peter
Fitzpatrick, wrote to me outlining the endeavours his organisation had made
to support services in Albany and Kalgoorlie.
Unfortunately, he later advised me that its existing budget could not be
stretched to provide funds for Albany.
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PERPETUAL FINANCE CORPORATION LTD - GOVERNMENT PAYMENT
1990-9 1

135 1. Mr BLAIKIE to the Premier:
(1) Would the Premier provide full reasons and details of the payment made to

Permanent Finance Corporation Ltd of $1 095 092 in year ending 1990 -91?
(2) What was the total debt and what amount of interest, if any, was charged to

this debt; and at what interest rate?
Mr TAYLOR replied:

[ respond on behalf of the Premier -
(1) It is assumed the question contains a typin ro and refers to

"Perpetual" and not "Permanent" Finance Corpoion Ltd. The
payment related to the settlement of a debt owing to Perpetual Finance
Corporation Ltd in respect of the financing of a floor plan to fund the
marketing of the Acremaster four wheel drive tractor. The debtor,
Glenfern Holdings Pty Ltd, was associated with Western Australian
Exim Corporation which held a 50 per cent interes t in the company.
As members would be aware, Exim Corporation is being wound up,
with proceeds credited to the Consolidated Revenue Fund. In 1989-90
and 1990-91 amounts of $11 100 000 and $1 028 125, respectively,
were brought to account.

(2) The total debt paid was $1 095 091.75 comprising $552 625.28
principal and $542 466,47 accrued intcerest. The interest rate charged
and other details of 'the loan cannot be released without the prior
consent of Glenfern Holdings Pty Ltd under the common law principle
of customer confidentiality. However, I am advised that the interest
rate was a normal market rate for accounts of the nature involved.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT HOLDINGS LTD - GOVERNMENT
PAYMENTS

1353. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister assisting the Treasurer:
(1) What is the breakdown of all costs relative to the payment of $24 870 034

made in 1990-91 over debts of Western Australian Government Holdings
Limited?

(2) Of the $53 000 000 estimated expenditure in year 1991-92, how much is to be
allocated to -
(a) interest repayments;
(b) capital repayments;
(c) anticipated legal costs;
(d) stamp duty costs;
(e) administrative costs?

(3) Are there any further payments to be made to finalise this matter and, if so,
what are the details?

Dr GALLOP replied:
(1) Interest payments: $24 325 000

Legal costs: $545 034
(2) (a)4(b) $50 000 000

(c) $2200000
(d) $700 000
(e) $100000

(3) The question is not clear.
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SUBIACO OVAL - FACILITIES EXTENSION
Capital Works Support Requests

1360. Mr MacKINNON to the Premier:
(1) Is the Government considering requests from any party or group to support

capital works for extension of facilities at Subiaco Oval?
(2) If so, by whom has the request been made?
(3) What is the nature of the request?
(4) Has the Government responded to that request?
(5) If so, what has been the Government's response?
Dr LAWRENCE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The West Australian Football Commission has had discussions with the

Government concerning the establishment of a major stadium at Subiaco
Oval. A working party has been established by the Minister for Sport and
Recreation to Lest the feasibility of construction at that location. No specific
or final Proposal has been considered by the Government.

(3)-(5)
Not applicable.

STRATA TITLES ACT - AMENDMENTS
1361. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Lands:

(1) Does the Government intend to introduce a Bill in the current session to
amend the Strata Titles Act?

(2) if not, why not?
Mr D.L. SMITH replied:
(1) Yes. A strata titles consultative committee was established in February 1991.

This is evaluating proposals for reform in a number of areas which were
identified in submissions during an earlier consultation process.

(2) Not applicable.
CAPE PERON STUDY - COMPLETION DATE

1363. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Planning:
(1) Has the Cape Peron study been completed?
(2) If not, when is it expected to be completed?
(3) When will the report be released for public comment?
Mr D.L. SMITH replied:
(1) No.
(2) The final report is expected to be completed during late 199 1.
(3) The report has already been released. Submissions have been received and

the report is currently being reviewed in the light of comments received.
RURAL ADJUSTMENT SCHEME - PART B FUNDS

State Allocation
1369. Mr OMODE! to the Treasurer:

(1) What is the Western Australian proportion of the Commonwealth allocation
of funds for Part B of the Rural Adjustment Scheme and when was the
package announced by the then Minister for Primary Industries and Energy,
John Kerin?

(2) Does the State Government intend to match the Commonwealth allocation for
Part B of the Rural Adjustment Scheme?
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(3) If so, where will State funds came from and have funds been budgeted for and
under which ministry?

(4) With reference to the rural crisis, will the Premier initiate changes to the State
Rural Adjustment Scheme to allow more farmers access to Rural Adjustment
and Finance .Corporation funds and if not, why not?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:
(1) $1.768 million, which represents 13 per cent of the allocation. The package

was announced by the then Minister for Primary Industries and Energy, the
Hon J.C. Kerin, on 17 April 1991.

(2) The State is required to match the funds provided by the Commonwealth for
Part B. on a dollar for dollar basis under the rural adjustment scheme.

(3) The source of State funds has yet to be determined.
(4) The State does not operate a State rural adjustment scheme.

PARLIAMENT HOUSE - STAFF DISPUTES
Industrial Relations Act 1979 Amendments - Administrative Arrangements

1378. Mrs EDWARDES. to the Minister for Productivity and Labour Relations:
Further to question on notice 786 of 1991, what administrative arrangements
are being refered to; and has a date been set by which these administrative
arrangements need to be put in place, so that amendments to the Industrial
Relations Act 1979 will be made to enable disputes of the staff working in
Parliament House to be heard at the Western Australian Industria Relations
Commission?

Mrs HENDERSON replied:
The administrative arrangements relate to the identification of an employer
and related matters. These arrangements will come into operation as soon as
possible.

LQNGMORE - JUVENILE STATISTICS
Kimberley, Pilbara, Mid West, Great Southern Remand Statistics

1384. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister for Community Services:
(1) IHow many juveniles were sent from the Kimberley; the Pilbara; the mid west;

and the great southern on remand to Longmore pending section 28 reports; or
on remand for other purposes for the years -

(a) 1988;
(b) 1989;
(c) 1990Oand 1991?

(2) Are the juveniles escorted?
(3) If so, by whom; and how many escorts are provided for any one juvenile?
(4) What is the cost for each of those years for each of these districts relating to

those remands including the cost of escort?
(5) What are the average number of days that a juvenile was remanded on, in the

years mentioned?
Mr RIPPER replied:
(1) Section 28(2)(b) remands -

(a) 1988 - figures not available.
(b) 1989 - figures not available
(c) 1990-91 - financial year -

- Kimberley 4
-Pilbara 8
- Midwest 8
- Great Southern I11
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Total country remands -

(a) 1988 - figures not available.
(b) 1989-90 - financial year -

- Kimiberley 37
- Pilbara 32
- Murchison 100
- Central 87
- Southern 73
- Goldilds 95

(c) 1990-91 - financial year -
- Kimberley 32
-Pilbara 17
- Murchison 74
- Central 90
- Southern 88
- Goldfields 129

(2) Yes.
(3) By police. Ratios vary according to numbers, gender and style of transport.
(4) Costs are incurred by police, not by the Department for Community Services

(DCS). DCS has no access to cost figures.
(5) 1988 - Figures not available.

1989-90 - 7.79 days.
1990-91 - 4.54 days.

The above figures are for metropolitan and country remands combined. Separate
figures are not available for each.

CHILDREN'S COURTS - MEDIA REPORTS PROHIBITON
1387. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister representing the Attorney General:

Which States and/or Territories prohibit through legislation and/or policy, the
media from reporting proceedings conducted in the Children's Courts?

Mr D.L. SMITH4 replied:
The Attorney General has been advised that the jurisdiction of Children's
Court as to both age and nature of offences varies from State to State. In most
States, homicides and some other serious matters are dealt with in the
Supreme Court. A brief summary follows -

New South Wales The media is permitted to report proceedings,
but not the identification of the child except
with consent of the Attorney General if under
16 or the child if over 16.

Victoria The media is permitted to report proceedings
but except with the permission of the Senior
Magistrate is not permitted to include any
particulars that may lead to the identity of
any involved party or witness or the venue of
proceedings.

Queensland No reports are permitted at all, unless
authorised by the court.

South Australia Unless otherwise ordered by the court the
media is permitted to report "a brief summary
of the circumstances of the offence" but not
the identification of the child.*

Tasmania No reporting is allowed. However, the
Attorney General may release information for
publication.
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Australian Capital Territory The media is permitted to report, but not the
identification of the child.

Northern'Tenizory Unless otherwise ordered by the court the
media is permitted to report and identify
children.

PETROCHEMICAL INDUSTRIES LTD - LIQUIDATION
Assets Sale

1394. Mr COURT to the Minister assisting the Treasurer:
(1) What progress has been made by the liquidator of Petrochemical Industries

Ltd in selling the company's assets?
(2) When is it anticipated that the liquidation of Petrochemical Industries Ltd will

be completed?
Dr GALLOP replied:

It is more appropriate far questions about Petrochemical Industries Ltd (in
liquidation) to be addressed to its official liquidator, Mr K.G. Karison, who
was appointed by the Supreme Count of Western Australia to wind up its
affairs.
However, I understand that an 22 August 1991 The West Australian reported
that in his capacity as liquidator of PRL, Mr Karlson had finalised an
agreement with JOC Corporation of Japan 10 clear the way for the sale of the
Kwinana petrochemical project assets and that interested panics were
expected to commence due diligence studies shortly. These studies were
expected to continue until late next year.

SCHOOLS - COOROW PRIMARY SCHOOL
Asbestos Roof Replacement

1397. Mr McNEE to the Minister representing the Minister for Education:
When will Coorow Primary School have its asbestos roof replaced?

Dr GALLOP replied:
It is anticipated that the asbestos roof at Coorow Primary School will be
replaced during the current financial year.

HOSPITALS - BICYCLE ACCID)ENTS
Serious and Fatal Injuries - Pedestrian Injuries

1407. Mr KIERATH to the Minister for Health:
(1) Further to question on notice 802 of 199 1, in the case of serious or fatal

accidents, can it be established which pant of the body sustained the serious
injury, e.g. the head or some other pant of the body?

(2) If so, what is the breakdown of these figures for the years concerned?
(3) Can the Minister provide a breakdown of figures on pedestrian injuries similar

to those obtained for cyclists?
(4) How many of the pedestrian injuries are in the head injured category?
Mr WILSON replied:
(1) The accidents which resulted in serious or fatal injuries were sustained in the

head, the spine, the legs and internal organs.
(2) Bicycle Accident Injuries 1989-l990**

1989
Serious Fatal

Head Injuries 46
Spinal Injuries 2 1
Leg Injuries 71
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Internal Injuries 14
Other Fractures,
Lacerations, etc 116
Total 2491

1990*
Serious Fatal

Head Injuries 41 4
Spinal Injuries I1I1
Leg Injuries -59
Internal Injuries 18
Other Fractures,
Lacerations, etc 137
Total 2.66 4

Pedestrian Injuries 1989-1990**
1989

Minor Serious Fatal Total
Head Injuries 82 47 8 137
Spinal Injuries - 8 - 8
Leg injuries 2 116 I 119
internal Injuries - 15 3 18
Other Fractures,
Lacerations, etc 131 59 1 191

Total 215 245 13 473
1990*

Minor Serious Fatal Total
Head Injuries 81 30 12 123
Spinal Injuries - 6 1 7
Leg Injuries 8 102 1 111
Internal Injuries - 7 2 9
Other Fractures,
Lacerations, etc 116 58 - 174

Total 205 203 16 424
*1990 Hospital Morbidity files are 99 per cent complete.
**The above data only reflect accident victims admitted into hospital.

POLICE - RESTRAINT ORDERS
Victoria Park, Bentley, Canningron, Brentwood Police Stations

1408. Mr KIERATH to the Minister representing the Minister for Police:
For each of Victoria Park, Bentley, Cannington and Brentwood Police
Stations for the years 1981-91 -

(1) How many restraint orders were issued each year?
(2) On average how many visits were required to serve each restraint

order?
(3) Overall how much of the policeman's time was spent in dealing with

restraint orders?
(4) How much total time was spent each year in serving and delivering the

restraint orders?
(5) What is the total cost each year of serving these restraint orders?

Mr GORDON HILL replied:
(1) Data requested unavailable. Separate index for restraint orders not maintained

at police stations and central polie register provides name index only.
(2)-(5)

Information requested is not separately recorded at police stations.
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SCHOOLS - ADVISORY COUNCILS
New Regulations Gazettal

1409. Mr COWAN to the Minister representing the Minister for Education:
When will the new regulations relating to school advisory councils be
gazetted?

Dr GALLOP replied:
Final briefings on the new regulations relating to school decision making
groups will be held with interest groups shortly, and the regulations will be
gazetted as soon as possible after these briefings have been completed.

CHILDREN'S COURT - MAGISTRATES
1410. Mr COWAN to the Minister representing the Attorney General:

Who are the current magistrates of the Children's Court and when do their
terms of office expire?

Mr D.L. SMITH replied:
To service the metropolitan and outer metropolitan area - including
Mandurah - four permanent, two part-time and four casual magistrates are
attached to the Perth Children's Court. These are as follows -

Permanent - Mrs S. Gordon
Ms J.G. Musk
Mr S.N. Vose
Mr T.G. Schwass

Part-Time - Mr E.J. Myers
Ms H.L. Syme

Casual - Ms L.A. McComish
Ms S.B. Paton
Mrs P.S. Thomson
Mr N.C. Pillay

Part-time magistrates were appointed for a five year term from September
1990 and casual magistrates for a three year term from the same date. Outside
the metropolitan area, stipendiary magistrates conduct Children's Courts.

FAMILY, OFFICE OF THE - FAMILY VALUES AND PARENTAL AUTHORITY
COMM ITMENT

1413. Mr COWAN to the Minister for The Family:
(1) Is the Government committed to the promotion of family values and parental

authority in its education and welfare policies?
(2) If so, what specific policy initiatives have been undertaken since the

establishment of the Office of the Family to achieve these goals?
Dr LAWRENCE replied:
(1) The State Government clearly demonstrates a commitment to Western

Australian families. The establishment of Australia's first independent
portfolio for the Family, and the Office of the Family gives an indication that
the importance of the family is recognised by the Government. This
commitment to Western Australian families is further demonstrated by the
Government's honouring of the Family Pledge as outlined in the 1989-90
Budget Outlook, and the fact that significant progress is being made to
implement family policies through a range of programs outlined in this year's
Budget Outlook.

(2) The Office of the Family was established in 1988 to assist in the coordination,
development and implementation of policies, liaise with community agencies
and other Government depat ents, conduct research and give advice on
issues affecting families. Initially, the Family Ministry sought to gather and
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analyse facts and information on families in Australia. With the assistance of
the Australian Bureau of Statistics and the Australian Institute of Family
Studies report "Families in Focus in Western Australia" was produced. This
unique project gave WA more accurate information on families than was
available in any other State.
The two main program areas of the Office of the Family are the Western
Australian Family Foundation and the Family Policy and Development
Program. Both program areas have a direct impact on policy development
and implementation. Through the parenting program grants were issued to
groups such as the Koorda P & C to run an assertive discipline workshop.
The Nedlands parish of the Uniting Church received a grant to conduct a
STEP - Systematic Training for Effective Parenting - course and the Lake
Grace Family Care Group was funded co conduct a project on parenting and
problems in rural areas.
The Parent Education Program has also completed an extensive review into
parent education services in WA. Assistance was also given to the production
of the Directory of Parent Support Services.
The Sumfun program provides grants to community groups to assist with
providing low cost holiday activities.
The Marriage Education Program seeks to strengthen and support marriage
relationships. Programs supported through this scheme build on family
strengths to increase harmony, happiness and fulfilment within families.
Marriage and Family Week was not only recognised, but funds were also
made available to 20 community groups to expand marriage and education
services throughout WA. The recipients of these grants were listed in
Parliament as a response to a question asked by the Leader of the Opposition
in May of this year. A series of brochures on the various developmental
stages, crisis points of relationships and ways of effectively resolving conflict
was funded.
The WA Family Fellowship was initiated last year. With an objective of
stimulating debate on policy issues, contributing additional expertise to WA
projects, generating new information and research and providing a resource to
the WA community, the awarding of a fellowship to renowned author of
Family: The Vital Factor and The Magical Power of Family proved to be of
enormous value to WA.
Family Fellows Professors Ann and Rud Turnbull also made a significant
contribution to families with disabled members, through a series of lectures
and workshops.
Last August the Community and Family Commission was initiated to ask the
people of WA their concerns and visions for the future. Too often we in
Government assume we know what people want, or base these assumptions
on outdated, irrelevant information. The commission's Statewide consultation
will be a powerful influence in the development and implementation of
relevant policy, which will reflect the thoughts of the "silent majority" as well
as the more organised "vocal minority" in the WA community.
The Family Centre Program, coordinated by the Office of the Family is a joint
project between the Office of the Family, Department for Community
Services, Ministry of Education -and the Building Management Authority.
Not only will this program provide places for up to 3 900 four year old
children by the end of 1992, it also provides a venue for community and
family activities.
The Domestic Violence Policy and Research Unit oversees the development
of Government policy on domestic violence, as well as administering a
community grants program to assist community groups who seek to prevent or
deal with the effects of domestic violence on individuals and their families.
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The Youth Policy Program works to encourage coordinated policy
development and program delivery affecting young people, across the tinee
levels of government. Emphasis is placed upon supporting young people
within their families, and being represented on, as well as providing
secretariat support to, a number of committees; for example, juvenile crime
task force, Citysafe, youth suicide steering committee, WA youth work
training, to name just a few - to further the State Government's objectives in
response to the needs of young people.
Grants are also provided to programs which will enhance participation in
youth policy development, coordination and service delivery, such as the WA
Federation of Rural Youth, and the WA Municipal Association. There are
many more.
Assistance has been given to produce brochures dealing with budgeting and
monetary matters. Community and Government consultations are under way
to provide information towards the development of a State youth strategy.
Western Australian Family Foundation seeks to support families and
strengthen community links through the provision of grants to community
groups and organisations. These grants assist in the implementation of family
policy through the activities and programs offered by these community
groups. In the past year there has been a noticeably high demand for
parenting courses. Clearly, this is only the tip of the iceberg. To list the
ministerial liaison, support services to advisory bodies, representation on
committees, research and information role and implementation strategies and
outcomes would take far too long, for this is obviously a complex area.

CHILD CARE CENTRES - STATE AND PRIVATE HOMES
Government Funding

1414. Mr COWAN to the Minister for Community Services:
(1) In relation to the provision of day care services, does the Government give

priority to the provision of institutionalised day care rather than family day
care in private homes?

(2) Do many parts of the metropolitan area now have a surplus of day care
places?

(3) How many new day care places are to be created in the metropolitan area,
other than places at family day care in private homes, in the current financial
year?

(4) Are the regulated fee for family day care and the limit placed on the number
of children that may be cared for in a licensed private home, sufficient to give
the caregiver a reasonable income?

(5) What is the current means test threshold below which a family may receive
subsidised day care?

(6) What is the total amount to be spent by the State in providing child care in
State owned day cam centres, and how many places does this expenditure
provide?

(7) What is the total amount spent by the State in subsidising and administering
family day care centres in private homes, and how many places are provided
by the private sector?

Mr RIPPER replied:
(1)-(2)

No.
(3) There will be an additional 299 child care places allocated in the current

financial year.
(4) The regulated fee for family day care is set by the Commonwealth

Government. A caregiver attached to a scheme would receive $400 per week,
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whereas those caregiver's not attached to a scheme - private sector - have no
limit set on what they can charge parents.

(5) Child care fee relief is provided by the Commonwealth Government. The
means test thresholds below which a family may receive subsidised care are
as follows -

for one child in care - $56 000 per annum or $1 078 per week
for cwo children in care - $66 700 per annum of $1 283 per week
for three children in care - $96 768 per annum or $1 784 per week
The fee relief income threshold for maximum benefit is $20 756 per annum
and from 1 April 1992 will be $22 056.
The fee relief withdrawal races are 100 in the dollar for one child and 2N( in
the dollar for two or more children.

(6) The State does not own any child care centres. The State will block grant the
Commonwealth $215 465 in 1991-92 far 416 new long day care places which
will provide in 1991-92 238 full time equivalent places.

(7) The State does not subsidise or administer family day care. The State does
have licensing responsibility.

SUDDEN INFANT DEATH SYNDROME - HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Monitoring Device Tes

1416. Mr MINSON to the Minister for Health:
(1) Has the Health Department conducted rests on the various types of monitoring

devices for sudden infant death syndrome?
(2) If yes, what monitors does the Health Department recommend?
Mr WILSON replied:
(1) Princess Margaret Hospital technical services reviewed all available

monitoring devices in 1982.
(2) The home monitoring unit at Princess Margaret Hospital recommends the

following monitors -

I Healthdyne - cardio-respiratory
2 Coremetric monitors
3 Grasby - respiratory monitor only
4 Densa monitor

There is no proof that home monitoring for S IDS has ever saved a baby's life.
However, it may be used where there could be an indication that SIDS may
occur, even though the etiology of SIDS is unknown. The Sudden Infant
Death Syndrome Foundation of WA is the only other source of monitors in
WA.
SUDDEN INFANT DEATH SYNDROME - STATISTICS

1417. Mr MINSON to the Minister for Health:
(1) What is the incidence of sudden infant death syndrome in each Australian

State?
(2) Are follow up records kept of children who have been proved to have stopped

breathing in infancy and are at risk from SIDS5?
(a) If yes, for how long are records kept?
(b) Are there any indications as to a particular medical disorder appearing

as common to these children?
Mr WILSON replied:
(1) The incidence of sudden infant death syndrome in 1989 for all Australian

States/Territories is as follows -
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Number Rate per 1 000
Live births

New South Wales 178 2.07
Victoria 137 2.14
Queensland 57 1.35
South Australia 31 1.58
Western Australia 44 1.76
Tasmania 25 3.67
Northern Territory 8 2.37
Australian Capital Territory 5 1.21
Australia 485 1.93

(2) Children who have been proved to have stopped breathing in infancy may be
cared for by a variety of health care provides; for example, general
practitioner, child health nurse, paediatrician, Princess Margaret Hospital.
These providers all maintain records.
(a) Health care providers keep their records for variable periods of time,

but generally for several years at least. Some medical records axe also
maintained by parents. Princess Margaret Hospital keeps records
indefinitely.

(b) It is not necessarily the case that children who have had an episode of
stopping breathing are at increased risk of SIDS. There is no
particular medical disorder common to children who have had an
episode of stopping breathing.

ASTHMA - STATISTICS
1418. Mr MINSON to the Minister for Health:

What is the incidence of asthma in each Australian State?
Mr WILSON replied:

Accurate figures on the incidence; that is, the number of new cases, and
prevalence; that is, the number of cases at any one time, of asthma in the
Australian States are not available, Incidence and prevalence data for most
conditions are not available, the exceptions being conditions for which a
registry is kept; for example, cancer, birth defects, AIDS. An estimate of the
prevalence of asthma in Australia is 15 to 18 per cent in children and eight to
10 per cent in adults. Thus, asthma is a common disease in Australia, as it is
int New Zealand- Accurate figures for mortality attributed to asthma in each
Australian State ame available, and figures for hospital admissions are
available for some States. Neither incidence nor prevalence can be derived
from these figures.

SPORT AND RECREATION, DEPARTMENT OF - GRANTS
Application Guidelines

1421. Mr McNEE to the Minister representing the Minister for Sport and Recreation:
(1) Have the guidelines for applications for grants from the Department of Sport

and Recreation been announced?
(2) If so, what are they?
(3) If not, when will they be announced?
Mr GORDON HILL replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Copies of the guidelines are already available at all local government

authorities offices or regional offices of the Ministry for Sport and Recreation.
(3) Not applicable.
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WATER - KIMBERLEY-PERTH PIPELINE
Maximumn Capacity

1423. Mr McNEE to the Minister for Water Resources:
(1) With reference to question on notice 1267 of 1991, what is the maximum

capacity of the Kimberley pipeline currently the subject of a study of options
for financing?

(2) How was the decision to study the pipeline alone, rather than any other
option, arrived at?

Mr BRIDGE replied:
(1) 300 million cubic metres of water per year.
(2) In view of the project's cost, together with the potential impact on the State's

future water supplies and because of environmental issues and the effect on
the north west and inland development, a review of finance options outside
established procedures is required.

RAILWAYS - ELECTRIC TRAIN DRIVERS
Wages

1424. Mr LEWIS to the Minister for Transport:
(1) Are Transperth electric train drivers paid in accordance with a special

agreement or award?
(2) What is the normal gross weekly pay, without overtime, of the drivers of the

new electric trains?
(3) Are there any additional allowances, inclusive of minimum overtime to be

worked, for the electric train drivers; and if so, what are these allowances in
dollar terms on a weekly basis?

(4) What is the expected gross weekly pay inclusive of all allowances that an
electric Train driver will average over a 12 month period?

Mrs BEGGS replied:
(1) Westrail electric train drivers are paid in accordance with the locomotive

enginemen 's award and the Accord Mark VI agreement between the State
Govrnment and the Trades and Labor Council.

(2)-(3)
The normal gross weekly pay of a driver on the suburban electric service is
$516.30 plus an all purpose suburban electric railcar allowance of $26.60. A
shift work allowance of $1.53 per hour or $1.79 per hour may be payable
depending on the shifts worked.

(4) This information cannot be calculated because staff rosters being developed
for the new electric services will change as the stages toward full introduction
are reached in the transition period.

COCKBURN SOUND - LOCATION 2738
Reserve Land

1426. Mr NICHOLLS to the Minister for Lands:
(1) Is the portion of land Cockburn Sound location 2738 part of a reserve

previously designated as land for Mandurah municipal use?
(2) What are the reserve number/s applicable to this land since the original

rezoning and the specified usage?
(3) Is this land currently available to Mandurah City Council to use for municipal

use, should it desire?
Mr D.L. SMITH replied:
(1)-(2)

Cockbumn location 2738 is designated as reserve No 30471 which has a
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purpose of "municipal purposes". The reserve has always been unvested since
its creation in 1970 for the purpose of "school site' and is therefore not under
the cam and control of the Mandurah City Council.

(3) No. While the reserve purpose was changed in 1979 to allow for possible use
by the city, this was subject to completion of full development of council's
nearby Cockburn Sound location 2572 and also subject to there being no more
urgent need for the land by the State. The State has since earmarked the
reserve for future office accommodation.

SUPERANNUATION - LIABILITIES
Actuarial Rule - Government Employees Superannuation Act,

Superannuation and Family Benefits Act
1430. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister assisting the Treasurer:

Was an actuarial rule run aver the liabilities for superannuation under the
Government Employees Superannuation Act 1987 and the Superannuation
and Family Benefits Act 1938 as at 30 June 1991?

Dr GALLOP replied:
The Government Employees Superannuation Act and the Superannuation and
Family Benefits Act require an actuarial investigation of the Government
Employees Superannuation - GES - fund as at 30 June 1991. The GES
Board's consulting actuary is currently carrying out the necessary
investigation.

KOONDOOLA REGIONAL OPEN SPACE - NORTH MORLEY, MALAGA
REGIONAL OPEN SPACE

Review
1434. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister for Planning:

(1) Further to question on notice 1951 of 1990, has the Government completed its
review of the planning and regional open space needs of the northern suburbs
and an examination of Koondoola, North Morley and Malaga regional open
space?

(2) If so, what are the recommendations in relation to the Koondoola regional
open space?

(3) If not, when will the said review be completed and recommendations made?
Mr D.L. SMITHI replied:
(1)-(2)

Planning for the north west corridor has been completed to structure plan
stage and released for public comment. Submissions have been received. The
draft structure plan includes overall region open space provision for that
corridor. This does not include the Koondoola area. Planning for the
Koondoola area has not been completed and it involves Homeswest and the
Department of Planning and Urban Development.

(3) Homeswest is managing the planning study and has contracted consultants to
prepare a report. A draft report has been received which outlines
development and regional open space options. The Department of Planning
and Urban Development has not received a copy of the consultant's report
from Homeswest. Thierefore a report has not been prepared for the State
Planning Commission. It is most likely that Homeswest and the Department
of Planning and Urban Development will recommend a high level meeting -
senior staff and Ministers - to discuss the proposed rezoning and issues.
YOUTH SERVICES PROGRAMS - FUNDING DETAILS

1438. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister for Community Services:
Will the Minister list each of the projects and respective amounts of each of
the youth services programs funded to 31 December 1990; and 1991 payments
as recorded to date?
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Mr RIPPER replied:
Youth Services Program - Funding Details

1990 1991
Name of Project Total Total
North Metro Region -
Koondoola/Clirrawheen $41 490 $43 488
Warwick 24 877 24 877
Balga Service Link 10 000 10 000
Balga 26 977 26977
YMCA StreecSyde 14513 14513
YMCA Northern Suburb 14513 14513
Wanneroo 11500 11500
Whitfords 22 400 22 400
PICYS 108 780 0
Step!I Inc. 79244 217 560
Youth Legal Service 79 347 84 247
East Metro Region -
Bassendean 42 227 33 894
Langford 15 845 0
Swanview 26 977 26978
Lackridge 50 977 42 644
NERYC - Midland 7000 6 000
South Metro Region -
YMCA Southern Suburb 14519 14513
SERYC 23 988 23 988
Coolbellup 42 035 42 035
Fremantle 26 977 26 977
Kwinana 26 977 26977
Rockinghami 36 452 27 285
Northern Country Region -
Karratha 53764 53764
Hedland 28310 28310
Paraburdoc/Tam Price 30 330 30 280
East Country Region -
Carnarvon 42782 42762
Cunderdin 26 890 2 259
Esperance 30112 30112
Kambalda 28 522 28 522
Laverton 36788 27611
Northam 28 522 28 522
Norsemnan 28000 28000
South Country Region -
Albany 29 602 29 602

DRUGS - PERTH TEENAGERS
Drug Use Data Analysis Report Tabling

1439. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister representing the Minister for Education:
Referring to question on notice 825 of 1990, and question on notice 1449 of
1990, when is it expected that the report of the analysis of 1987 data on drug
use by Perth teenagers will be tabled?

Dr GALLOP replied:
The report titled "Drug Use by Perth Teenagers" has now been completed and
I have asked the Minister for Health to forward a copy to the member. Copies
will be made available to other members upon request to the Minister for
Health.
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EXMOUTH - CURTIS BAY
Boat Harbour Development - Expressions of Interest

1441. Mr BLAIKIE to the Minister for Transport:
(1) What is the anticipated date for calling of public expressions of interest in the

development of a boat harbour at -

(a) Exmouth;
(b) Curtis Bay (Dunsborough)?

(2) Would the Minister detail the method of calling for expressions of interest?
(3) What print media is to be used and how often?
(4) Would the Minister detail what -

(a) interstate;
(b) international;
newspapers and/or publications will be used to advertise for expressions of
interest?

(5) What is the -

(a) anticipated date of closure;
(b) anticipated date when successful applicants will be advised?

Mrs BEGGS replied:
(1) Public expressions of interest in the development of a boat harbour at

Exmouth were advertised in The West Australian on 18 September 1991.
Public expressions of interest in a feasibility study for a proposed marina
development at Curtis Bay wvere advertised in The West Australian on
9 October 1991.

(2) Expressions of interest are being called by placing advertisements in relevant
newspapers and property journals.

(3)-(4)
The following print media is being used -

(a) Exmouth
The Australian Financial Review - 2 insertions
The Weekend Australian
Asia Week
South China Morning Post
Business Times - 2 insertions
European Wall Street Journal
Financial Times
Investors Chronicle
The Economist
The West Australian

(b) Curtis Bay
The West Australian -2 insertions
The Australian Financial Review
The Weekend Australian
The Australian
Augusta-Margaret River Mail
Busselton-Margaret Times

(5) (a) The date of closure for expressions of interest in the Curtis Bay
feasibility study is 10 December 1991. A three month period is
allowed for the Exmouth Boat Harbour.

(b) it is anticipated that successful applicants will be advised of the
intention to proceed further with negotiations within three months of
the closure of expressions of interest.
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TRANSPORT - PROGRAM STATEMENTS VOLUME 2
Private Sector Transport System - Improvement Proposals

1442. Mr BLAIKIE to the Minister for Transport:
With reference to Program Statements Volume 2, which states "The objective
of the Private Sector Transport Program is to improve the quality, level and
price of private sector transport within the State" -

(1) How does the Government propose to improve the -

(a) quality;
(b) level;
(c) price;
of private sector transport within the State?

(2) Further to (1), does this include passenger and freight transport; and if not,
why not?

(3) Does the Government intend to further deregulate passenger and freight
transport and is it proposing an 'open road, open sky, open sea" policy?

(4) Further to (1), will the Minister advise whether this will impact on
Government transport services; and if not, why not?

Mrs BEGGS replied:
(1) The objective of the private sector transport program is achieved through the

following processes -

By evaluating, developing, reviewing and coordinating private sector
transport services in terms of social need, quality, level of service and
infrastructure,
By undertaking financial evaluations of private sector transport
services to determine the level of fares, freight rates and service
viability, and the need for subsidies.
By formulating, and implementing, policies, guidelines and criteria in
relation to the provision, operation, financial performance and funding
of private sector transport services.
By providing a consultancy/advisory service on these matters to the
transport industry, other Government agencies and user groups.

If required I could arrange the member to be briefed on specific
initiatives/outcomes relative to the program.

(2) Yes.
(3) The Government will maintain an open mind on these issues and seek to

introduce competitive pressures through lessening or removal of regulations
when it is convinced that the community will benefit from such changes. The
current review of land freight transport policy exemplifies the Government's
approach of consultation and careful assessment prior to deciding on any
changes in policy.

(4) Improvement in the quality, level and price of private sector transport services
does not necessarily impact on Government transport services. However,
when impacts are identified, they are taken into account before decisions are
made on program implementation.

TRANSPORT - HEAVY VEHICLES
Regulation Changes - Road Safety Improvements

1443. Mr BLAIKIE to the Minister for Transport:
(1) What changes to heavy vehicle regulations and practices does the Government

intend implementing to improve road safety?
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(2) Will this involve legislative change and when will the changes be
implemented?

Mrs BEGGS replied:
(1) There are a number of changes proposed that are specifically targeted at heavy

vehicles and these include -

(a) A requirement to fit speed limiters to heavy vehicles.
(b) A proposal to limit the blood alcohol levels for heavy vehicle drivers

to 0.02 per cent.
(c) Changes to vehicle licensing classifications that will require drivers to

undergo testing prior to driving some larger classes of vehicles.
(d) Mechanical inspections of heavy vehicles will be enhanced in line

with the provisions of national uniformity.
(e) A crackdown on the holding of more than one driver's licence, as this

has the effect of allowing heavy vehicle drivers to continue to drive
when they have accumulated more than 12 demerit points.

(f) Consideration is being given to an Australia-wide driving hours
regime for heavy vehicle drivers, as a means of combating fatigue.

(g) Transport industry accreditation is under active consideration, and this
will provide for industry self-regulation in many areas. Many of these
areas relate to safety issues and should result in improvement in heavy
vehicle safety.

(h) A proposal is under consideration to provide for an offence for heavy
vehicle drivers found with traces of certain nominated drugs in their
system.

(i) Other road safety initiatives are being considered, or will continue,
that affect the whole of the driving community, and are not targeted
specifically at the heavy vehicle industry.

(2) In most cases the initiatives outlined will require legislative changes -
amendments to the Road Traffic Act, or in the case of (f) the Transport
Co-ordination Act - but some can be implemented by regulation or
administrative action. These changes will be implemented when the
necessary legislative processes have been completed. It should also be noted
that other road safety initiatives will arise from the requirement for national
uniformity, and will come from discussions at the special Premiers'
Conference in Perth in November 1991, and actions of the soon to be
established national road transport commission. Some of these initiatives
could be in the form of Commonwealth legislation applying to the States.

CROWN RESERVES - UPGRADING AND PROTECITION POLICY
1444. Mr BLAIKJE to the Minister for Lands:

(1) What progress is being made on Government policy to upgrade the status and
protection of Crown reserves?

(2) Does the Government have a timetable to meet its policy; and if so, what are
the details?

Mr D.L. SMITH replied:
(1) The status of all reserves is being progressively reviewed with a view to

upgrading many of them.
(2) No. It is a continuing process.

VIETNAM LAND MANAGEMENT SYSTEM - OFFICERS
1445. Mr BLAIKI to the inister for Lands:

(1) Who are the officers involved with preparation of the tender for the Vietnam
land management system and what are the general details?
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(2) Are any private persons and/or companies involved in the preparation; and if
so, what are the details?

(3) Further to (2), have any of the persons involved been previously employed or
worked under contract with the Government; and if so, what are the details?

Mr D.L. SMITH replied:
(1) I have signed a memorandum of understanding on behalf of the Western

Australian Government, with the Republic of Vietnam which is an agreement
to conduct a feasibility study for that Government, to be used as a basis for
developing specifications for a global tender for the establishment of a
modern land management system for Vietnam. The officers involved in
preparing the project document for submission to the Vietnamese Government
are -
Department of Land Administration
Mr David Mulcahy - Director, Land Titles - Project Director
Mr Henry Houghton - Director, Mapping and Survey - Alternate Director
Mr Max Van Weert - Manager, Land Parcel Services - team member
Ms Thu Van Lat - Client Services Branch - team member
Mr Steve McFadzean - Legal Officer - team member
Mir Geoff Sach - Manager, Client Services - team member
Mr Barry Cribb - Manager, New Title Services - team member
Department of State Development
Mr Brian Humphries - Consultant, State Development
In addition, the following agencies will be assisting with the completion of the
feasibility study -

Valuer General's Office
Mr John Duncan, Valuer General
Department of Technical and Further Education
Mr Trevor Gallagher, Director, TAFE International Division
Curtin University of Technology
Dr Graham Ladwick, Professor and Head, School of Surveying and
Cartography.

(2) Yes.
The Institute of Land Management of Australia - ILMA
Mir Ed McKinnon - Director, ILMA - Project Director
Mir Kevin Phillips - Director, ILIM - Alternate Director
Mr Tim Reinhold - Company Secretary, ILMA - team member.

(3) Yes. Mr McKinnon was employed by the former Department of Lands and
Surveys approximately 20 years ago, when he resigned to join a pnivate
survey practice. Both Mr McKinnon and Mr Phillips, along with Western
Australia's other survey practices, regularly compete, in an open tender
situation, for contract survey work from various Government departments
including DOLA.

FISHERIES DEPARTMENT - BUSSELTON OFFICER REMOVAL
1446. Mr BLAIKIE to the Minister for Fisheries:

(1) Why did the Government '"move" the resident Fisheries officer from
Busselton?

(2) When did this action take place and for what reasons?
(3) How does the Government intend to ensure the region has satisfactory

surveillance?
(4) When does the Government intend relocatfing an officer to Busselton on a -

(a) short term basis;
(b) long term basis?
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Mr GORDON HILL replied:
(1) The officer concerned applied for and was promoted to a higher level.
(2) The officer was transferred from Busseiron on 19 August 1991..
(3) Action is currently in band to transfer another officer to Blusse lion.
(4) The officer will probably be appointed to Busselton on a permanent

arrangement as front November 199 1.

CURTIS BAY - BOAT HARBOUR DEVELOPMENT
Land Valuation System

1447. Mr BLAIKIE to the Minister for Lands:
(1) With the Government intending to call for expressions of interest in the

development of a boat harbour at Curtis'Bay, Duasborough, how does it
propose to determine "fair market value for the land" should the project
proceed and an are-a of adjacent Crown land is to be "sold off'?

(2) Can the Minister assure the House that a valuation system, as applied in the
case of the sale of Midland Abattoirs and saleyard, will not be used on this
occasion?

Mr D.L. SMITH replied:
(1) "Fair market value for the land" will be assessed by the Valuer General's

Office and/or an independent valuer taking into account appropriate zoning
and development potential for the subject broadacre holding.

(2) (1) above indicates the source of valuation. The "method" of valuation will be
subject to normal valuation practices assuming highest and best use.

JOONDALUP GOLF CLUB - SALE
1448. Mi- CLARKO to the Minister for Planning:

(1) Did the then Minister for Housing, Hon Pam Beggs, on 22 September 1988,
state in a letter to a citizen of Con nolly that she was unable to attend a
meeting of residents, but that "The State Government's policy is not to
approve a sale of the Joondalup Golf Club and I will be conveying this to the
Chairman of the Joondalup Development Corporation. Mr David H-att", and
further that, "The commitments made to residents of the estate will be
honoured and they should not fear a loss of golfing privileges"?

(2) If yes, is this still the intention of the Government?
(3) Is the Minister aware that the Joondalup Golf Club has submitted a tender for

the golf course section of the land put out to tender by the Joondalup
Development Corporation, which includes four lots of land zoned for a resort
and condominiums and the golf course?

(4) Will the Minister take action to ensure that the Joondalup Golf Club acquires
the golf course as per the commitment made in September 1988?

(5) Will the golf course not be sold to foreign interests, thereby breaking the
commitment made to the local residents in 1988?

MrD.L. SMITH replied:
(1) It is understood that the thcn Minister for Planning, Hon Pam Beggs, did issue

such a letter which conveyed the policy of the Government at that time.
(2) No. The understanding of the Government at the time was that it would be

possible to -

(i) operate the golf course at break even level;
(ii) sell the development sites at fair value independent of the golf course.
Neither has proved possible and the- Joondalup Development Corporation
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currently subsidises every member of the golf club by meeting a substantial
part of the maintenance costs involved. This changed the Government's
position.

(3) Yes.
(4) No commitment was made to sell the golf course to the golf club at less than

proper value. The club's tender has been considered alongside all others
submitted.

(5) The proposed sale of the golf course, whether it be to Australian or foreign
interests, will rake account of the rights and privileges of existing residents
and golf club members and the subsidies presently being made to them by the
Government.

SCHOOLS - OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE ACT'
Outstanding Improvement and Prohibitive Notices

1449. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister for Productivity and Labour Relations:
(1) Are there any Government schools which have outstanding improvement and

prohibitive notices pursuant to the Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare.
Act issued against them?

(2) If so, which schools and for what reason?
Mrs HENDERSON replied:
(1) Yes, two schools have outstanding improvement notices. There are no

outstanding Prohibition Notices against any Government schools.
(2) Balcatta Senior High School and Mt Tarcoola Primary School. The reasons

for the issue of these notices are as follows -
(i) ensure during wet weather there is no build up of water over walk

areas;
(ii) uneven surfaces and pant of thoroughfare nor free from obstructions;
(iii) inadequate guarding on stairways and platforms:,
(iv) slope of stairway from demounrable too steep and not wide enough.

SCHOOL CROSSINGS - REVIEW TASK FORCE
Review and Recommendations

1450. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister for Transport:
(1) Has the school crossings review task force completed its review and made

recommendations to the Ministers for Transport arnd Police?
(2) If so, when will the recommendations be made public?
(3) If not, when is it expected that the recommendations will be made public?
Mrs BEGGS replied:
(1) No.
(2) Answered by (1).
(3) It is anticipated that the committee will report to the Ministers in November.

Decisions on when to publish the committee's recommendations will be made
after consideration of the report by the Min isters.

MOTOR VEHICLES - USED MOTOR VEHICLE CONTRACTS
Formal Complaints

1451. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister for Consumer Affairs:
How many formal complaints have been made in respect of contracts for used
motor vehicles for the financial year ending 30 June 1991, and the financial
year ending 30 June 1990?
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Mrs HENDERSON replied:
The number of formal complaints must be taken in the context of the numbers
of inquiries regarding motor vehicle contracts, which averaged 75 per week -
3 900 per annum - in the year ending 30 June 1991, accounting for 28 per cent
of all telephone inquiries about motor vehicles. In many cases the Ministry of
Consumer Affairs is presently unable to take any further action on behalf of
consumers and no formal complaint can be lodged. A total of 76 formal
complaints about contractual matters relating to motor vehicles were received
by the Ministry of Consumer Affairs in the financial year ending 30 June
1990. 134 such complaints were received in the year ending 30 June 1991.
Problems of a contractual nature accounted for 25 per cent of all motor
vehicle complaints in 1989-90 and 20 per cent in 1990-9 1. These figures
include complaints about new and used vehicles. I am unable to provide
statistics on used vehicles separately, as information about the age of the
vehicle is not recorded.

INTEREST RATES - FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
Ministry of Consumer Affairs' Advertisement

1452. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister for Consumer Affairs:
Given the recent closure of some financial institutions and the Ministry of
Consumer Affairs' advertisement in The West Australian of 29 November
1989, does the Minister still stand by the statement that if you don't shop
around to get the best interest rate, you're not getting the best deal and it will
cost you money?

Mrs HENDERSON replied:
In lodging bond money, as in any dealings with financial institutions, the level
of interest paid should be an important consideration.

REAL ESTATE AND BUSINESS AGENTS' SUPERVISORY BOARD - MEMBERS
Director of Finance

1453. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister for Consumer Affairs:
(1) Who are the members of the Real Estate and Business Agents' Supervisory

Board?
(2) Of the members, who is the board's director of finance?
Mrs HENDERSON replied:
(1) D.C. Miller - Chairperson

W.M.S. Godard
D.M. Hutchinson
J. Scudds.
D.D. Newman

(2) None. Investments are made by officers of the board in accordance with the
board's policy in categories of institutions stipulated under the Act.

RALLY AUSTRALIA - POLICE HELICOPTER
Landing Approval

1454. Mr COURT to the Minister representing the Minister for Police:
During the recent Rally Australia, what approvals were required for the police
helicopter to land in the small enclosure surrounded on three sides by
buildings adjacent to William Street?

Mr GORDON HILL replied:
All operations were conducted in accordance with the conditions laid down in
the instrument of authorisation of places as aerodromes for helicopters issued
by the Civil Aviation Authority pursuant to Civil Aviation Regulation 89 and
the full approval of the owners of Wilson Car Park.
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PARKER. MR DAVID - DEPUTY PREMIER'S RESIGNATION
Special Assistance

1455. Mr MacKINNON to the Premier:
(1) Is the Government continuing to make payments today for the special

assistance, outside the determination of the Salaries and Allowances Tribunal,
which she as Premier authorised for farmer Deputy Premier David Parker
following his resignation?

(2) Precisely what special assistance was granted to Mr Parker following his
resignation?

(3) What has been the total cost to taxpayers of providing chat special assistance?
Dr LAWRENCE replied:
(1) No.
(2) Assistance was provided for a specific period being 27 April 1990 to

31 August 1990, to finalise certain business matters with which he was
involved on behalf of the Government. The following assistance was
provided -

(a) Office and Staff -
Mr Parker had use of a shared office facility located at the Fremantle
Parliamentary Electorate Office. A secretary was provided for this
period. Mr Parker was provided with a telephone line, and the cost of
calls was met by the Ministry of the Premier and Cabinet.

(b) Vehicle -
Access was granted to Mr Parker to use a Government Garage pool
vehicle.

(c) Telephone at Private Residence.-
Costs associated with Mr Parker's telephone at his private residence
were met by this Ministry.

(d) Security -
The cost of monitoring ank existing security system at Mr Parker's
private residence for this period were met by this Ministry.

(3) $13 328.09.
SHIPPING - RESTRICTIONS

Western Australian Coast - Geraldion-Perth
1456. Mi- MacKINNON to the Minister for Transport:

(1) What restrictions, if any, apply to the operation of vessels in shipping lanes
along the Western Australian coast?

(2) What specific restrictions apply to the operation of those vessels between
Geraldton and Perth?

Mrs BEGGS replied:
(1) No restrictions apply.
(2) Not applicable.

FISHING - JAPANESE FISHING VESSEL LICENCES
Western Australian Coast

1457. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Fisheries:
(1) How many Japanese long line fishermen are licensed to operate off the

Western Australian coast?
(2) Are there any other than Japanese/foreign fishing vessels licensed to operate

in the area?
(3) In each case what are the conditions applying to those licences for their

operation?
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Mr GORDON HILL replied:
(1) Currently 40 Japanese long line vessels are licensed by the Australian

Fisheries Service to operate in the Australian fishing zone adjacent to Western
Australia. The State Government has no control over these matters; it is a
Commonwealth fishery.

(2) One Taiwanese and three Korean and long line vessels have also been
licensed under a joint venture arrangement with Australian partners.

(3) Not all Japanese long line vessels authorised to operate in the Australian
fishing zone actually fish the area. They have only a limited time access of
usually three months. They are not permitted to operate -

(a) within 12 nautical miles of the mainland or adjacent islands;
(b) within 50 nautical miles of North West Cape;
(c) south of latitude 34 0S.

OUTCARE PROGRAM - ALBANY COMMUNITY POST RELEASE PROGRAM
Budget Allocation

1458. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister representing the Minister for Corrective Services:
(1) What funds have been allocated to the Outcare program in the 1991-92

Budget?
(2) What support has been given from this program or any other section of

Government for the Albany community post release program in the 1991-92
Budget?

Mr D.L. SMITH replied:
Treasury has provided the following information -

(1) $400 000 as a direct grant by way of Division 12, Miscellaneous Services,
Consolidated Revenue Fund. In addition Outcare will receive funding
totalling $235 080 from various State and Commonwealth departments and
agencies in respect of specific programs. The major portion of these grants
represent funding for 199 1-92. However, $54 360 is a carryover on a calendar
year basis from 1990-91. Details of these grants are listed hereunder -

Department of Community Services
-Fremantle/Casuarina Family Support

Centres (part cost)
-Occasional Care Program

Department of Employment and Training
Homeswest
- Crisis Accommodation Program (rent

(reimbursement)
Office of the Family (Sum Fun Program)

$ $

40000
9 370

125 000

4 700
LM.5 180720

Unexpended funds relating to 1990-91 State grants advanced for the 1991
calendar year which will meet specific program costs for the first six months
of the 1991-92 financial year -

Department of Employment and Training
Lotteries Commission

(Alterations - Canning Vale Visitors Centre)
WA Women's Trust - Self Awareness Program
TAPE - Basic Literacy Program
Offender Development Program

Lotteries Commission
Employment and Training
Community Services
Corrective Services

29 000

9 800
2 260

800

2500
5 000
2 500

$
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(2) Outoare itself does not expect to contribute to the Albany community post
release program except in respect of a $25 membership fee. The Great
Southern Development Authority and Department for Community Services
will each be contributing $1 000 and the Department of Employment and
Training $500 to the Albany community post release program. In addition the
Commonwealth, through the Aboriginal Torres Strait Islander Commission,
will be contributing $22 000 during the first six months of the 1991-92
financial year.

MOTOR VEHICLE DEALERS ACT 1973 - AMENDMENTS
Motor Vehicle Contracts - Cooling Off Period

1459. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Consumer Affairs:
Is it the Minister's intention to introduce into the Parliament this session an
amendment to the Motor Vehicle Dealers Act 1973 to extend the cooling off
period for motor vehicle contracts?

Mrs HENDERSON replied:
Yes. It is my intention to introduce into Parliament this session a package of
amendments to the Motor Vehicle Dealers Act which, taken together, will
benefit both consumers and traders. This package will include provision for a
cooling off period for motor vehicle contracts.
SPINA BIFIDA ASSOCIATION - BUDGET ALLOCATION

1460. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Health:
(1) Has the Government provided in the 1991-92 Budget any funding support for

the Spina Bifida Association?
(2) If so, in what form has that support been given?
(3) What form of support has been given in previous years by the Government to

the association?
Mr WILSON replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The Spina Bifida Association will receive recurrent funding of $23 360 under

the Department for Community Services Family Support Program. Princess
Margaret Hospital has allocated $28 800 to provide 27 hours per week
occupational therapy to children with spina bifida.

(3) The Spina Bifida Association has received funding under the Department for
Community Services Family Support Program since 1987. Princess Margaret
Hospital had previously funded nine hours of occupational therapy per week
to children with spina bifida.

SPENT CONVICTIONS ACT 1988 - PROCLAMATION
1462. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Justice:

(1) Has the Spent Convictions Act 1988 yet been proclaimed?
(2) When was the Act passed through the Parliament?
(3) If the Act has yet to be proclaimed, why is this so?
Mr D.L SMITH replied:
(1) No.
(2) December 1988.
(3) The Act was passed on the basis that it not be proclaimed until such time as

the Law Reform Commission had received submissions on, and reported on,
exceptions under the Act. That has been completed but there are
administrative matters with the police still being resolved in order that the Act
can be properly implemented. I am hopeful these will be resolved very
shortly.
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MOTOR VEHICLES - GOVERNMENT
Private Use Policy

1464. Mr MacKINNON to the Premier:
What is the Government's policy relating to employees using Government
vehicles for private use?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:
Government vehicles can be used privately only where an officer has a salary
packaging arrangement providing for the private use of an ordinary plated
Government vehicle or where an officer is eligible to contribute to the
executive vehicle scheme. The executive vehicle scheme is primarily
restricted to officers covered by the senior executive service and is being
conducted on a 12 month pilot study basis. The accountable officer may also
approve the taking home of a vehicle at the end of the working day due to a
lack of security at work sites or for operational reasons such as being on call,
early morning or late afternoon meetings, site or client visits. However,
vehicle use is restricted to commuting only.

HILLSTON CENTRE - CLOSURE
Present Use

1465. Mr MacKINNON to the Premier:
(1) What is the former Hillston Child Remand Centre now being used for?
(2) What facilities are at the centre?
(3) When was the centre closed?
(4) Why was it closed?
Dr LAWRENCE replied:

The following answer has been supplied by the Minister for Community
Services -

(1) Hillston was never used as a remand centr. At the present time some
of the buildings are being used for a day care centre/kindergarten and
the main ball is used by a number of local community groups and the
police for Operation Turnaround.

(2) Cell block;
administration building;
farm buildings and workshops;
kitchen;
classrooms-,
gymnasium;
small houses.

(3) September 1983.
(4) To allow for change to community based programs as recommended

by the Edwards report commissioned in 1982 by the then State
Government.

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSIONER - PUBLIC SERVANTS
Retirement Powers Regulation Tabling

1466. Mr MacKINNON to the Premier:
(1) Has the regulation removing the Public Service Commissioner's power to call

upon public servants over the age of 5510o retire, yet been tabled?
(2) If not, why not?
Dr LAWRENCE replied:
(1) Yes. Paper 851 - tabled in the Legislative Assembly on 21 December 1990 -

and paper 883 - tabled in the Legislative Council on 27 December 1990 -
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documented the amendment of Public Serice regulation 10 to effect the
removal of the commissioner's power in this regard.

(2) Not applicable.
ABORIGINES - CROCODILE WATER HOLE MEETING

Ministers' Attendance
1467. Mr COURT to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs:

(1) Did any Government Ministers attend the meeting of Aboriginal groups at
Crocodile Water Hole on 11, 12 and 13 September 1991?

(2) If so, which Ministers attended and in what role did they participate in the
meeting?

Dr WATSON replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Mr Ernie Bridge as Minister for North-West and in his capacity as the

member for Kim berley.
HEALTH DEPARTMENT - BREAST MILK SURVEYS

Organochiorine Pesticide Residues
1468. Dr ALEXANDER to the Minister for Mines:

(1) Further to question on notice 1109(2) of 22 August 1991, what were the limits
of detection, precision and accuracy for organochiorine Pesticide residues in
breast milk for each survey year?

(2) To what degree do the new techniques and procedures enhance the cent's
analytical capacity in detecting trace organochiorine Pesticide residues?

Mr CORDON HELL replied:
(1) Limits of detection for the breast milk samples were variable between samples

depending on sample size and fat content. In the 1991 survey, limits of
detection varied between aoi1 and 0.03 milligrams pesticide per kilogram
milk fat. In the 1990 survey, limits of detection were of the same order.
Accuracy and precision varied between pesticide residues determined. The
following pesticide residues were tested for Aidrin, dieldrin, DDT and
metabolites, chlozdanes and oxyclordane, heptachior and its epoxide.
hexachlorobenzene - HCB - and lindane. In the 1991 survey, analytical
recoveries for the range of pesticides found in the breast milk varied between
90 per cent and 100 per cent. Coefficients of variation varied between four
percent and eight per cent when calculated at 0.4 milligrams pesticide per
kilogram milk fat. In the 1990 survey, recoveries varied between 70 per cent
and 100 per cent and coefficients of variation were of the order of 10 per cent.

(2) The new procedure permits more automated processing of samples, results in
cleaner extracts with less interfering substances and improves analytical
recoveries.

HEALTH DEPARTMENT - BREAST MILK SURVEYS
Hexachlorobenzene

1469. Dr ALEXANDER to the Minister for Health:
Further to question on notice 1194(4) of 12 September 1991, and the
Minister's claim that the Health Department has nor misled women whose
breast milk was sampled for pesticide residues, even though it caused them to
believe there is a World Health Organisation health-based guideline for
exposure to the pesticide hexachlorobenzene (HCB), when there is no such
guideline -

(1) Has the Health Department identified the sources of MCD which are
responsible for higher I-CB levels in Western Australian fat samples
than in recent studies from other parts of the world, as published in the
Health Department's Occasional Paper No. 38 - Waddell, McFarlane
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and Ebell (1989), Organochlorine Pesticide Residues in the Adipose
Tissue and Blood of Western Australians?

(2) If so -
(a) what are the sources;
(b) what has the department done to reduce the exposure of

Western Australians to HCB?
(3) If not -

(a) why not;
(b) when will the Health Department address the problem?

Mr WILSON replied:
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.
(3) (a) The sources of HCB are unknown.

(b) When and if the sources become known.
PESTICIDES - PRORATE

Arsenic Trioxide -Strychnine
1470. Dr ALEXANDER to the Minister for Health:

(1) With regard to pesticides registered for use in Western Aunrali
contain the active ingredient phorate, what is -
(a) the trade name;
(b) the manufacturer of each product?

(2) What are the approved uses of each product?
(3) What is the acute oral LD 50 for rats of phorate (please

source/reference)?
(4) What is the acute oral LD 50 for rats of -

(a) arsenic trioxide;,
(b) strychnine (please specify source/reference)?

(5) How many times more toxic than arsenic trioxide is phorate?
(6) How many times more toxic than strychnine is phorate?
(7) For each phorate product what is its poison schedule?
(8) For each phorate product what is its availability to the general public?
(9) What is -

(a) the poison schedule;
(b) the availability to the general public of -

a which

specify

(i) strychnine;
(ii) arsenic trioxide?

Mr WILSON replied:
(1) (a) (i) Thimet 1000 systemic granular insecticide.

(ii) Thimet systemic insecticide.
(b) (i) Cyanamid Australia Pty Ltd.

(ii) David Cray & Co Pty Ltd.
(2) Thimet 1000 systemic granular insecticide is registered for control of certain

insect pests in potatoes, cabbages, cauliflowers, broccoli, brussel sprouts,
azaleas, roses and other woody ornamentals, chrysanthemums, dahlias, lily
bulbs and carnations. Thimet systemic insecticide is registered for control of
certain insect pests in shrubs and roses including seedlings.
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(3) 1.1- 3.2 mgkg.
Hayes, S.J. - 1982. Pesticides studied in man. Williams & Wilkins.
Worthing, C.R. & Hance, RiJ. - 199 1.
The Pesticides Manual 9th edition. British Crop Protection Council.

(4) (a) 20 mg/kg.
Sax, N.!. and Lewis, R.J. - 1989.
Dangerous Properties of Industrial Materials. 7th edition. Van
Nostrand Reinhold. NY.

(b) 1-30 mg/kg.
Worthing & Hance - 1991 - ibid.
Sax & Lewis - 1989 - ibid.

1 am advised that this comparison is not possible because each compound
presents different hazards; for example, arsenic causes cancer. With respect
to acute toxicity, a comparison of the LD50 values will provide an indication
of the relative toxicities of (he compounds, provided consideration is given to
the possible differences which may arise because the studies have been
conducted by different laboratories under non-identical conditions,
particularly in terms of mode of administration.
A further qualification to be added is that LD50 values are determined using
the technical grade active constituent. The marketed products may contain
only a few per cent of the active constituent. Thus, the acute toxicity of the
end use products is not reflected accurately by LD5O values.

(7) Thimet 1000 systemic granular insecticide is a seventh schedule product.
Thimet systemic insecticide is a sixth schedule product.

(8) Thimet 1000 systemic granular insecticide is not available to the general
public. Thimet systemic insecticide is available to the general public.

(9) (a) (i) Strychnine is in the fourth schedule in preparations containing
1.5 per cent or less of strychnine for the treatment of animals,
otherwise it is in the seventh schedule.

00i Arsenic trioxide is in the seventh schedule.
(b) (i) Strychnine could be available to the general public via

veterinary prescriptions for animal treatment, otherwise it is
not available to the general public.

(ii) Arsenic trioxide is not available to the general public.

HEALTH DEPARTMENT - ORGANOCI-LORINE PESTICIES
Criteria for Assessing the Use of an Organochiorine Pesticide on

Existing Buildings - "Exceptional Circumstances"
1471. Dr ALEXANDER to the Minister for Health:

With regard to the document Criteria for Assessing the Use of an
Organochiorine Pesticide on Existing Buildings, what specifically are the
"exceptional circumstances" under which the Executive Director, Public
Health, can exercise his discretion and permit organochlorine pesticides to be
used on existing buildings?

Mr WILSON replied:
The exceptional circumstances cannot be predicted. If these circumstances
were known beforehand they would have been included in the criteria. While
very few such situations are expected to arise it is considered prudent to make
allowance for unforeseen circumstances.
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HEALTH DEPARTMENT - PESTICIDES
Pest Control Companies - Misleading Claims

1472. Dr ALEXANDER to the Minister for Health:
(1) With reference to an article in The West Australian of 18 September 1991

reporting the successful prosecution of Mr Tim Tutungis, Managing Director
of Economic Pest Control, for making misleading claims about the pesticide
Citricide to the effect that it was "harmless", "natural, and chemical-free", is
the Minister or his department aware of other pest control companies which in
the last six months have made similar claims in advertisements or publicity
material relating to the pesticides they use; for example, that the substances
ame-
(a) non-toxic;
(b) environmentally-friendly;
(c) environmentally-caring;
(d) sate?

(2) If so -
(a) which are the companies;
(b) what precisely were their claims and in relation to what compounds

were the claims made;
(c) are any of the claims incorrect;
(d) if so, do any of the claims appear to breach the Health (Pesticides)

Regulations;
(e) if so, will the Health Department lay charges and prosecute the

offending companies;
(f) if not, for each instance, why not?

Mr WILSON replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) (a) Ailpest WA; Safeway 2000; Bug Busters.

(b) Alipest WA - 'environmentally caring chiorpyrifos'.
Safeway 2000 - 'are environmentally friendly and have ecology
conscious applications' - there is a safe alternative -

We use chemicals chat -

won't build up in the food chain
won't build up in body fat
won't persist in the open environment

No specific chemical identified.
Bug Busters - only environmentally friendly products used. No
specific chemical identified.

(c)-(d)
Yes.

(e) Yes, provided the Crown Solicitor advises there is sufficient evidence
and a prosecution is likely to succeed.

(f) Not applicable.
SCHOOL CROSSINGS - REVIEW TASK FORCE

Members and Terms of Reference
1473. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister for Transport:

Who are the members of the school crossings review task force;, and what are
its terms of reference?
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Mrs BEGGS replied:
Members of the school crossings review task force -

Nick Catania, MLA Chairman
Mescal Brand Office of the Minister for Transport
Len Thickbroom Police Department
John Moore Main Roads Department
Peter Metropolis Main Roads Department
Gail Bonser Ministry of Education
Ray Tame WA Municipal Association
John Chords Department of Planning and Urban

Development
Hugh Rogers WA Council of State Schools Organisations
Terms of reference -

(1) To undertake a review of the current criteria and procedures for
implementing road safety measures at schools. This shall include
guard controlled school crossings but is not limited to this treatment.

(2) To investigate ways that school area road safety can be improved
around schools including physical treatments, speed restrictions,
education, safe school moute plans, etc and provide guidelines on their
use.

(3) To examine the proposed policy on school area road safety for new
schools.

(4) Review the role of the school crossings advisory committee.
THOMSONS LAKE - URBAN DEVELOPMENT

Ministerial Approval

1474. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Water Resources:
(1) Does the Minister support the decision by the Minister for Planning to

approve of urban development east of the Kwinana Freeway in the Thomsons
Lake area?

(2) If so, when was his approval given?
(3) Does the Water Resources Council also support this proposed development

approval?
(4) If so, when was that approval given?
Mr BRIDGE replied:
(1) 1 am opposed to any urban development on priority 1 source areas. Thomsons

Lake is located within a priority 2 area and conditions as proposed by the
Minister for the Environment are acceptable.

(2) These conditions are referred to various departments/agencies for comment
and in this particular case were not opposed.

(3) Yes. Subject to stringent safeguards to minimise any potential ground water
contamination.

(4) Council is not a decision making body. It provided advice to me in December
1988.

ROYAL COMMISSION INTO COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES OF GOVERNMENT
AND OTHER MAT-MRS - LEGAL REPRESENTATION

Government Payment
1475. Mr MacKINNON to the Premier:

How much has the Government expended on legal costs to assist
representation of the following people before the Royal Commission up to dhe
end of September 1991 -

(a) David Parker
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(b) Peter Dowding
(c) Brian Burke
(d) Tony Lloyd
(e) Kevin Edwards

(f) Julian Grill
(g) Gordon Hill?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:
The member is referred to my answer given in response to a question without
notice on this matter on Thursday, 26 September 1991. It is not the
Government's practice to quantify payments to individual contractors and
provision of the information on the basis requested would violate that
practice.

MINISTERS OF THE CROWN - PREMIER
Ministerial Expenses Tabling

1476. Mr MacKINNON to the Premier:
(1) Will the Premier ensure that full details of ministerial travel and other

expenses such as entertainment for the period since she became Premier until
now, are either tabled in the Parliament or made public?

(2) Will the Premier also give a commitment following this release that this
information will then be provided for public information on a regular basis?

(3) If not, why not?
Dr LAWRENCE replied:
(1)-(3)

I refer the member to the ministerial code of ethics which I tabled in
Parliament on 17 May 1990.

PERMANENT BUILDING SOCIETY - ADMINISTRATOR APPOINTMENT
Governent Agency Deposits

1477. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister representing the Attorney General:
(1) What Government agencies had deposits with the Permanent Building Society

at the time of the appointment of the Administrator?
(2) What Government agencies ceased any arrangements they had with the

Permanent Building Society within four weeks of that date prior to the
Administrator being appointed?

Mr D.L. SMITH replied:
(1) Government Employees Housing Authority - Carnarvon; Lotteries

Commission; Real Estate and Business Agents Supervisory Board.
(2) The administrator has advised this information is not readily available and to

obtain it would require a substantial deployment of resources which would
slow his efforts to provide investors with an early return of their funds.

RESIDENTIAL TENANCIES ACT - REVIEW
1479. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Consumer Affairs:

(1) Is the Residential Tenancies Act review yet completed?
(2) If not, when is it expected to be completed?
(3) When will legislation resulting from that review be introduced into the

Parliament?
(4) Will the review document be made public?
(5) If not, why not?
(6) Who is conducting the review?
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Mrs HENDERSON replied:
(1) No.
(2) Before the end of the year.
(3) As soon as practicable in 1992.
(4) Yes, in accordance with section 90(2) of the Residential Tenancies Act the

report based on the review will be tabled in the Parliament.
(5) Nat applicable.
(6) The Ministry of Consumer Affairs.

BUILDING SOCIETIES ACT - AMENDMENTS
1481. Mr MacKINNON to the Premier:

(1) Does the Premier recall releasing a Press statement dated 29 November 1990
indicating that the Government would amend the Building Societies Act 1976
to strengthen controls over the State's societies?

(2) Why did the Government not proceed with the legislation as announced on
that date?

(3) When will the Government proceed with those amendments?
Dr LAWRENCE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2)-(3)

The amending legislation is being held pending consideration at the special
Premiers' Conference in November 1991 of draft uniform legislation for
permanent building societies and credit unions now being prepared by the
special Premiers' Conference working group on non-bank financial
institutions.

DISABILITY ADVISORY COUNCIL - ESTABLISHMENT DATE
1483. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Disability Services:

(1) When will the Disability Advisory Council be established?
(2) Who are to be the members of that council?
(3) What will be the role of the council?
Mr RIPPER replied:
(1) Nominations for membership to the council have been called from interested

persons. These nominations close on 21 October 1991 and the advisory
council will be established as early as practicable.

(2) Membership of the council will be representative of people with disabilities,
their families, service providers, care givens and others with relevant
expertise. Each member will be appointed for their individual skills,
experience and knowledge. They will not represent any particular
organisation or committee.

(3) The role of the council is to provide advice to the Minister on issues
concerning people with disabilities and their families. The council will
contribute to the process of developing policies and strategies for the
provision of services to people with disabilities.

SCHOOLS - PRIMARY SCHOOLS
Library Needs and Funding

1484. Mr HOUSE to the Minister representing the Minister for Education:
(1) Which primary schools were listed as being in the need of a library in 1990?
(2) Which of those schools received funding for a library in the 1990-91 Budget?
(3) Which primary schools were listed as being in need of a library in 1991?
(4) Which of those schools received funding for a library in the 1991-92 Budget?
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Dr GALLOP replied:
(1) All schools with an enrolment of over 100 students have same form of library

facility. However, the library facilities at a number of schools require
upgrading.

(2)-(3)
In 1990-91 as part of this upgrading process new libraries were built at -

Sorrento Primary School
Halidon Primary School
Beldon Primary School
East Waikiki Primary School
Kununurra District High School
Gingin District High School
Owynne Park Primary School
Broome High School
Fairview Primary School
Coodanup Senior High School
Australind Senior High School
Pemberton District High School

(4) In 1991-92 libraries will be built at -

Dongara District High School
Tranby Primary School
Samson Primary School
High Wycombe Primary School
Greenmount Primary School
Toodyay District High School
Lakeland High School

STATE ENERGY COMMISSION OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA -COAL PLANT,
KWINANA

Sulphur Dioxide Contribution
1489. Mr MINSON to the Minister for the Environment:

(1) What was the percentage contribution of sulphur dioxide from coal burned at
the State Energy Commission of Western Australia's Kwinana plant to the
total budget for sulphur dioxide emissions in the Kwinana area in the years -

(a) 1988-89;
(b) 1989-90;
(c) 1990-91?

(2) What is the forecast contribution of sulphur dioxide to the Kwinana area fronm
SECWA coal use based on anticipated SECWA coal use for years 1991-92
and 1992-93?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1)-(2)

The Environmental Protection Authority does not have historical records of
sulphur dioxide emissions from Kwinana industries, but have been made
based on the known status of operations of the major contributors, notably the
HP Refinery, together with records and projections provided by SECWA. On
the basis of average tonnes per day of sulphur dioxide the percentage
contributions of the SECWA Kwinana power station are as follows -

1988-89 14%
1989-90 32%
1990-91 47%
1991-92 46%
1992-93 40%

5618



[Tuesday, 22 October 1991] 51

The increase in percentage contribution between the first and second years is
largely due to the decrease in emissions from BP refinery, due to the
installation of a sulphur recovery unit.

CONSERVATION AND LAND MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT - TREE FARM
SCHEME

Vacant Crown Land Plantings
1498. Mr OMODEI to the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Will the Minister consider applying funds set aside for the Department of
Conservation and Land Management tree farming annuity scheme to a
program located on vacant Crown land?

(2) Is this suggestion more cost effective and will create far more jobs than the
present scheme?

(3) If not, why not?
(4) Has the Government assessed the viability of the CALM tree farm scheme

and are theme any shortcomings in the scheme?
(5) Has the Government assessed the final value of the tree farm scheme and will

the Government guarantee that there will be no shortfall in funds as a result of
this scheme?

(6) Will the Government initiate a scheme based on plantings on vacant Crown
land should such a scheme prove to be more cost effective?

(7) If not, why not?
Mr PEARCE replied:
(1)-(3)

As vacant Crown land is predominantly unimproved land which is generally
significantly less productive for tree farming than pastured sites and would
have substantially increased establishment costs, the cost effectiveness of such
a proposal is doubtful.

(4) There is an ongoing analysis of the CALM program which indicates that the
scheme is operating within the initial feasibility targets. This is reflected on
the interest in CALM's integrated tree planting program by the major
overseas companies with forestry interests.

(5) Future final values depend on future markets. These are being monitored.
Payments to landowners are protected by contract agreements.

(6) Answered by (2) above.
(7) Not applicable.

SWAN VALLEY - FUTURE POLICY
1503. Mr OMODEI to the Minister for Planning:

(1) Has the Government a policy on the future of the Swan Valley?
(2) If so, has this policy been released?
(3) If it has been released, where was it released and was the Member for Swan

Hills, Hon. Gavan Troy, in attendance at the launch?
(4) How many people were at the launch of the Swan Valley policy and to what

extent did the Government canvass local landholders in relation to the policy?
(5) Were local government authorities and local interest groups invited to the

launch of the policy?
(6) If not, why not?
(7) If so, which organisations attended the launch of the policy?
Mr D.L. SMITH replied:
(1) Yes. The Swan Valley policy 1985 (currently under review).
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(2) Yes. In 1985.
(3) 1 am not aware of the details of the policy release which took place some six

years ago. However, I understand the Hon Gavan Troy - at that time the
member for Mundaring - was in attendance.

(4) 1 understand several hundred people attended the launch. The preparation of
the 1985 policy was preceded by the release of a repont for public comment
during the early part of 1984 and an extensive programn of public consultation.

(5) Yes.
(6) Refer to (5) above.
(7) I understand that all local interest and industry groups were invited to the

1985 launch.
RURAL ADJUSTMENT AND FINANCE CORPORATION - FUNDING

Weckert Letter
1504. Mr OMODEI to the Treasurer:

(1) Has the Premier received a letter from Dascia Weckert of Grasspatch, in
relation to Rural Adjustment and Finance Corporation funding?

(2) If so, has the Premier responded to Mrs Weckert's questions in relation to -
(a) the viability criteria of RAFCOR to be broadened;
(b) drought affected farmers and RAFCOR;
(c) RAFCOR money into welfare;
(d) Board Members' expertise on RAFCOR;,
(e) moratorium of involuntary farm sales;
(f) debt set-aside scheme;
(g) debt write-down scheme,
(h) moratorium on risk margins charged;
(i) interest freeze for limited time?

(3) If the Premier has responded to these questions, will she advise as to her
response, and if not, why not?

(4) If the Premier has not responded to Mrs Wecken, why has she not responded?
Mr TAYLOR replied:

I respond on behalf of the Treasurer -

Yes. Mrs Weckent has been advised her submission will receive due
consideration in future assessment of the Rural Adjustment and
Finance Corporation.

SWAN RIVER - EFFLUENT LEVELS
Boat Pump Out Facilities

150$. Mr BRADSHAW to the Minister for the Environment:
(1) Does the Waterways Commission or the Swan River Trust test the Swan

River for effluent levels from either boats or leaching septic systems?
(2) If so. what are the results?
(3) Are there plans to provide sewage pump out facilities for boats?
Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) The Swan River trust monitors the river and drains primarily for nutrients and

some potentially toxic substances. Bacteriological monitoring in swimming
areas is carried out by the Health Department.

(2) The river is generally very healthy although nutrient levels need to be
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reduced, as I have stated a number of times. Bacteriological levels are
occasionally elevated near major drains anid in the upper part of the river after
the first rains. This comes from a variety of sources in the catchment,
including animals, and is not directly correlated with either boats or leaching
septic systems.

(3) Pump out facilities already exist for commercial boats but I am not aware of
any plans to extend these to private crafts.

WOMEN'S INTERESTS, OFFICE OF - FULL-TIME EQUIVALENTS
Positions and Classifications

1511. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister for Women's Interests:
What are the positions and classifications of the 19 full time equivalents
within the Office of Women's Interests?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:
The Office of Women's Interests is currently reviewing its structure following
the appointment of a new director. Many of the current position descriptions
and classifications are those which existed in the three sections which
combined to make the office - Women's Interest Branch, Women's Advisory
Council Executive and the Women's Information and Referral Exchange.
With the amalgamation of these three sections, a number of functions have
changed and this is reflected in the list of positions below. Those marked
with an asterisk represent positions with substantive occupants.

* Director Level 8
Personal Assistant Level 2

* Manager Community Initiatives Level 5
* Librarian Level 2/4

Policy Officer Level 6
* Senior Policy Officer Level 6

Policy Officer Level 4
Executive Officer Level 4
Senior Project Officer Level 6

* Administrative Assistant Level 3
* Officer Level I
* Officer Level!I
* Officer Level I
* Information Officer Level 3
* Information Officer Level 3
* Information Officer Level 3

Information Officer Level 3
Information Officer Level 3
Finance and Budget Officer Level 4

ROADS - EAST PERIMETER ARTERIAL ROAD PLAN
Alternative Plan

1512. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister for Planning:
When will the Minister make a decision in respect to scrapping the original
East Perimeter Arterial Road plan and announce an alternative plan, if there is
to be an alternative?

Mr D.L. SMITH replied:
A decision on the north west corridor structure plan will be announced this
week following the public consultation process and the outcome of a
community working group's deliberations.
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BOONANARRING RESERVE - CONSERVATION RESERVE GAZETFAL
Gravel Reserves

1514. Mr MeNEE to the Minister for the Environment:
(1) Is it the Government's intention to gazette Boonanarring Reserve as a

conservation reserve?
(2) If so, when will the gazettal take place?
(3) If so. will the gravel reserves needed by the Shire of Gingin be excised from

the reserve?
Mr PEARCE replied:

The majority of the area covered by the recommendation C9 in the System 6
report was gazetted as a nature reserve on 9 August 1991.

(3) The shire's interest in the gravel resource in the reserve is acknowledged and
it is expected that there will be further discussions regarding this matter.

CONSUMER PRODUCTS SAFETY COMMITITEE - MOTOR VEHICLE DEALERS'
LICENSING BOARD

Finance Brokers' Supervisory Board, Land Valuers' Licensing Board, Settlement Agents'
Supervisory Board - Members

1522. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister for Consumer Affairs:
Who are the members, their positions and where applicable their terms of
appointment, of the following bodies -

(a) Consumer Products Safety Committee;
(b) Motor Vehicle Dealers' Licensing Board;
(c) Finance Brokers' Supervisory Board;
(d) Land Valuers' Licensing Board;
(e) Settlement Agents' Supervisory Board?

Mrs HENDERSON replied:
(a) Consumer Products Safety Committee -

Chairperson - Mr M. Coughlin
Deputy Chairperson - Mr W. Morgan
Members - Mr A.K. Russell

Dr N. Forgione
Mrs C. Ozturk
Mr D. Allen
Dr P. Psaila-Savona
Mr H. Blizzard

Deputy members - Mr M. Renshaw
Dr A. McKellar
Mr D. Perkins
Mr J. Boulton
Dr 3.W. Felgenhaur
Mr 0. Jefferies

The term of office of members of the Consumer Products Safety Committee is
12 months.

(b) Motor Vehicles Dealers' Licensing Board -
Chairperson - Mr R.J. Cooper
Members - Mr C.W. Houghton

Mr D.R. Pitcher
Mrs R.J. Okely
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Deputy members - Mr T.P. Hancock
Mrs V.M. Cripps
Mr N. Harrison
Mr R.P. Rodriguez

The term of office of members of the Motor Vehicle Dealers' Licensing
Board is three years.

(c) Finance Brokers' Supervisoty Hoard -

Members - Mr R.J. Weir
Mr E.W. Brunton
Ms P. Hogan
Ms J. Schiller

Deputy members Mr ].B. Bell
Mr H.R. Fisher

The term of office of members of the Finance Brokers' Supervisory Board is
four years.

(d) Land Valuers' Licensing Board -
Chairperson - Mr D.M. Watt
Members - Mr P. Beeson

Mr R.J. Priest
Mr l.J.V. Sanderson
Mr B. Hubble

The term of office of members of the Land Valuers' Licensing Board is two
years.

(e) Settlement Agents' Supervisory Board -

Chairperson - Ms M. Kiely
Deputy Chairperson Ms R. Stanton
Members - Mr K.F. McKenzie

Mr T.D. McKenna
Ms J.E. Eckert

Deputy member - Ms L. Kenyon
The term of office of members of the Settlement Agents' Supervisory Board
is four years with the exception of the chairperson who is appointed for a term
of one year.

FISHING - NET FISHING
New Regulations

1524. Mr OMODEI to the Minister for Fisheries:
(1) Is the Minister aware that some 12 000 amateur net fishers are about to have

their traditional activities severely curtailed by the new regulations about to be
enforced on net fishermen?

(2) If so. will the Minister further advise as to why amateur net fishing is to be
curtailed when commercial net fishing will continue?

(3) Will the Minister acknowledge that the majority of mullet caught by
professional fishermen are caught for bait and pet food when many families
regard mullet as an excellent table fish?

(4) Is the Minister aware that the extent of amateur net fishing in the southern
inlet is minuscule when compared to the many kilometres of nets set by
professionals?

(5) Is the Minister aware that the decision to curtail net fishing in southern inlets
will mean that many people of all ages, including pensioners, will be denied
what has been a traditional pursuit in those inlets for many years?
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(6) Has the Minister made his decision on net fishing based on reports from the
Molloy Island area of the Blackwood River and if so, is this area a true
example of netting activities in all southern inlets?

Mr GORDON HILL replied:
(1) Cabinet has recently agreed to a closure of the majority of small estuaries in

the south west of Western Australia to recreational net fishing to take effect
from I July 1991. Seven of the larger estuaries will remain open to
recreational netting. These include the Peel Harvey, Lesehenault, Irwin,
Wilson, Princess Royal Harbour, Beaufort and Welistead Estuaries.

(2) The recent review of recreational fisheries management in Western Australia
has shown that for the vast majority of Western Australian recreational
fishermen, recreational netting is an unacceptable method of fishing. In
inexperienced hands the use of mullet nets is not selective. It can result in an
incidental take of fish species other than mullet and on occasions leads to
excessive takes of fish and wastage. Keen recreational net fishers will, of
course, still have some opportunity to catch fish in waters remaining open to
net fishing. The closures are expected to benefit fish stocks in the smaller
estuaries and this is anticipated to result in a better quality of angling for the
greater number of recreational fishers. Commercial fishing has not been
impacted by these changes. However, commercial net fishing in estuaries is
in the process of being reduced.

(3) 1 accept commercial fishers sell a significant proportion of their catch as bait.
(4) A rationalisation of commercial net fishing within the southern estuaries will

be one of the objectives of a working group established to review
management arrangements for the southern estuaries. This could include a
reduction in both gear and number of commercial fishers.

(5) People are affected by changes in fishing rules. Theme axe still opportunities
for recreational net fishers to fish in southern waters remaining open to net
fishing. Unless measures are taken to address the increasing levels of
exploitation by both commercial and recreational fishers, there is a risk that
the whole community loses through the loss of fish stocks from overfishing.

(6) No.
FISHING - LEEUWIN PROFESSIONAL FISHERMEN'S ASSOCIATION

Newsletter No 12
1527. Mr OMODEI to the Minister for Fisheries:

(1) Has the Minister received the Leuwin Professional Fishermen's Association
Newsletter No. 12?

(2) If not, will the Minister seek a copy of the newsletter and respond to items
therein?

(3) If yes to (1), what is the Minister's response to the following items contained
in the newsletter -

(a) shark fishery;
(b) artificial reefs;
(c) labelling law;
(d) Kirki incident?

(4) If the Minister will not respond to these items, why will he not do so?
Mr GORDON HILL replied:
(1)-(2)

A copy has been brought to my attention.
(3) (a) On the question of Japanese longlining and the taking of shark, drawn

to my attention at the time of the Kirki incident, I wrote to the Federal
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Covernment seeking specific action for proper monitoring procedures.
Technical advice indicates that bronze whaler shark do not represent a
major part of the oceanic shark catch taken by these vessels. The
Federal Government has made a commitment towards more effective
monitoring of the shark catch by the Japanese long line vessels.

(b) Following an approach from the Western Australian Fishing Industry
Council, I have agreed to equality of access around artificial reefs on
the basis of gear controls.

(c) The labelling laws are the responsibilities of shire health officers and
the Health Department. Government officers within the Health
Department axe fully aware of the Western Australian Fishing Industry
Council's views on this matter.

(d) I have written to the Hon Bob Collins, MP, Minister for Shipping and
Aviation, and the Hon Kim Beazley, M.P. Minister for Transport,
within the Federal Government, supporting Western Australian
Fishing Industry Council's request for oil tankers and large trading
vessels to travel along the coast at a distance of 50 nautical miles or
more from the shore line. This will assist in reducing the risks to
inshore fish populations and the environment from major oil spills.

(4) Not applicable.
DRINKSAFE - COST

153 1. Mr MINSON to the Minister for Health:
(1) What has been the total cost of all Drinksafe campaigns to date?
(2) Have further Drinksafe campaigns have been planned?
(3) If yes -

(a) when is it anticipated these campaigns will run;
(b) what is the estimated cost of these anticipated campaigns?

Mr WILSON replied:
(1) Since its launch in February 1988 the total cost of the Drinksafe campaign has

been $2 991 702, which includes salaries for personnel, advertising,
publications and community education activities.

(2) Yes.
(3) (a) The next phase of Drinksafe's Respect Yourself campaign, aimed at

young people, will be conducted in March 1992.
(b) Approximately $350 000.

SELECT COMMITTEES - JOINT SELECT COMMITITEE ON PAROLE
Report Recommendations Implementation

1536. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister representing the Attorney General:
(1) I refer to the Joint Report of the Select Committees on Parole dated August

1991 and ask, are the recommendations made in the Report currently under
examination by the Government in order to be implemented?

(2) When can a response to the recommendations be expected?
(3) In particular, when can a response be expected to Recommendation No. 27

relating to a new process for the imposition, collection and enforcement of
fines?

Mr D.L. SMITH replied:
(1) Yes.
(2)-(3)

The Government hopes to be in a position to provide a comprehensive
response to all recommendations early in 1992.
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KIMBERLEY - WORLD HERITAGE LISTING
Geological Society Application

1542. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for the Environment:
(1) Is the Minister aware of an application by the Geological Society to World

Heritage to list large portions of the Kimberley?
(2) Does the Government support that application?
Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) No. I understand that a consultant to the Commonwealth Department of Arts,

Span., Environment, Tourism and Territories has recommended to the
UNESCO Task Force Global Inventory of Geological and Fossil Sites that
significant Australian geological landmarks be included on the inventory of
the world geological reference sights. The Geological Society of Australia
was not involved in the making of the recommendation.

(2) Not applicable.
PASTORAL INDUSTRY - LAND TENURE LEGISLATION

1543. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Lands:
(1) Is the Government planning to introduce legislation in this session of

Parliament granting security of land tenure to Pastoralists?
(2) If so, when is it anticipated that this legislation will be introduced?
(3) If it is not to be introduced during this session, why not?
Mr D.L. SMITH replied:
(1) Yes.
(2)-(3)

The Bill will be introduced as soon as practical following redrafting as a result
of the most recent negotiations with industry and community groups.

BAIL - JUVENILE OFFENDERS
Ages 10-12 Years

1563. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister representing the Attorney General:
Referring to question on notice 1386 of 1991, are child offenders aged
10 to 12 years being given bail on their own undertaking from police, justices
or judicial officers?

Mr D.L. SMITH replied:
Bail is dealt with on a case by case basis by persons authorised to consider
bail. All children have a qualified right to bail subject to the Bail Act
provisions. It is not possible to genetalise about particular aspects of the
process. Further, no statistics are kept either as to particular decisions made
in respect of bail or as to the officers who make the decision - be they police,
justices or judicial officers. To obtain this information would require
significant research, the cost of which would be prohibitive.

MINES DEPARTMENT - DANGEROUS GOODS ACT
Inspectors

1566. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Mines:
(1) How many inspectors are currently employed within the Mines Department to

oversee the legislation and regulations contained within the Dangerous Goods
Act?

(2) How many inspectors have been employed in the department to carry out
these duties as at 30 June -
(a) 1985;
(b) 1986;
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(c) 1987;
(d) 1988;
(e) 1989;
(1) 1990;
(g) 1991?

Mr GORDON HILL replied:
(1) Twelve. This figure includes the Chief Inspector, Director, Deputy Chief

Inspector, Deputy Director, Senior Inspector and Safety Coordinator who
have functions more aligned to management. The number commonly quoted
refers to field inspectors and normally averages and currently stands at eight.

(2) (a)-(b)
Twelve.

(c) Ten.
(d) Thirteen.
(e) Twelve.

(f) Fourteen.
(g) Thirteen.
GRAVEL - MT LESUEUR NATIONAL PARK PROPOSAL

1569. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for the Environment:
(1) Has the question of the gravel pit raised with the Minister by the Dandamgan

Shire Council in the proposed Lesueur National Park yet been resolved?
(2) If not, why not?
Mr PEARCE replied:

See answer to questions without notice No 386.
PARLIAMENTARY COMMISSIONER ACT - AMENDMENTS

1574. Mr MacKINNON to the Premier:
(1) Is the Government intending to amend the Parliamentary Commissioner Act?
(2) If so1 when is it expected to be amended?
(3) What will be the nature and intent of the amendments?
Mr TAYLOR replied:

I respond on behalf of the Premier -
This question is exactly the same as question 1090 answered on Thursday,
22 August 199 1.

KOONDOOLA REGIONAL OPEN SPACE - GOVERNMENT STUDY
1575. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Planning:

(1) What is the current status of the study the Government is underaking into the
Koondoola Regional Open Space?

(2) When will the study be completed?
(3) Who is conducting the study?
(4) What is the purpose of the study?
Mr DiL. SMITH replied:
(1) Honieswest has received proposals for a planning study for the Koondoola

regional open space and is currently reviewing the scope of the study. It is
intended that this be done in consultation with senior officers of the
Department of Planning and Urban Development.
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(2) Upon appointment of a consultant, it is expected that the study will take three
to six months.

(3) A consultant has not been appointed yet.
(4) The purpose of the study is to determine the appropriate balance between

urban land uses and regional recreation requirements in relation to Koondoola
regional open space.

CHILDREN'S COURT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - PRESIDENT, JUDGE,
MAGISTRATES

Names and Terms of Appointment

1583. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister representing the Attorney General:
(1) Referring to question on notice of 1991 what are the names of the President

and Judge of the Children's Court of Western Australia and their specific
terms of appointment?

(2) What are the names of the Magistrates and their specific terms of appointment
whether for three or five years?

Mr D.L. SMITH replied:
(1) The President and Judge of the Children's Court is Judge H.H. Jackson.

Appointment to this position is for an indefinite period.
(2) To service the metropolitan and outer metropolitan area - including

Mandurah - four permanent, two part-time and four casual magistrates are
attached to the Perth Children's Court. These are as follows -

Permanent - Mrs S. Gordon
Ms J.G. Musk
Mr T.G. Schwass
Mr S.N. Yose

Pant Time - Mr ElJ. Myers
Ms H.L. Syme

Casual - Ms L.A. McComish
Ms S.B. Paton
Mr N.C. Pillay
Mrs P.S. Thomson

Permanent magistrates are appointed on a full time basis in the same way and
on the same terms as stipendiary magistrates. Part-time magistrates were
appointed for a five year term from September 1990. Casual magistrates were
appointed for a three year term from September 1990.

LAND - CANNING VALLEY COUNTRY CLUB ESTATE PROJECT,
ROLE YS TONE

Hosing and Golf Course Development Proposal - Zoning Status

1585. Mr LEWIS to the Minister for Planning:
(1) Is the Minister aware of a development proposal to build 300 houses or

thereabouts and a golf course, known as the Canning Valley Country Club
Estate project in aoydon Road, Roleysrone?

(2) What is the current status of the zoning of the land, both in the metropolitan
region scheme and in the local district scheme?

(3) If the land is zoned rural will this development be the subject of an
amendment to the metropolitan region town planning scheme, and if so, wUi it
be dealt with as a major amendment or otherwise under the minor amendment
33A clause?

Mr D.L. SMITH replied:
(1) Yes.

5628



[Tuesday, 22 October 199 1] 52

(2) The land is presently zoned rural under the metropolitan regional scheme and
under the local authority's district scheme.

(3) There has been no request to initiate an amendment to the metropolitan region
scheme.

LAND - MURDOCH SALE
St John of God Hospital - Sta~mp Duty, Land Tax, Municipal Rages

1590. Mr LEWIS to the Treasurer:
Is the sale of land at Murdoch by the Government to St John of God Hospital
for hospital purposes, subject to the assessment of -
(a) normal stamp duty as payable on property transfer,
(b) future assessment and the payment of land tax under the Land Tax

Assessment Act;
(c) future assessment and payment of municipal rates to the City of

Melville under the Local Government Act?
Mr TAYLOR replied:

I respond on behalf of the Treasurer -

(a) Yes.
(b) Land tax would be assessed while the land was not actually being used

for a hospital but an exemption would apply once it was so used.
(c) Unless the Governor grants an exemption under section 532(10)(b) of

the Local Government Act, a hospital which is not a public hospital is
subject to local government rating.

JURIES - REMUNERATION
1592. Mr BRADSHAW to the Minister for Justice:

(1) Are jurors paid the same amount regardless of where they serve in Western
Australia?

(2) What is the rate of remuneration?
(3) Do jurors receive meals when serving on juries?
(4) Will car parking facilities be made available to people serving on juries in

Bunbury?
Mr D.L. SMITH replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Half day $10. Full days (I - 3) - $15 per day; (4 - 10) - $20 per day. Over

10 days as fixed by the Attorney General. In specific cases application can be
made for reimbursement of loss of income.

(3) Yes.
(4) No.

HEALTH PROMOTION FOUNDATION - GRANTS
Approval Criteria - Organisations List

1593. Mr WAIT to the Minister for Health:
(1) What are the criteria to be met for a grant to be approved from the Western

Australian Health Promotion Foundation?
(2) Will the Minister provide a list of organisations which have received or been

approved for grants, the amount of the grant and the purpose for which it was
intended?

Mr WILSON replied:
(1) Criteria are well documented in the foundation guidelines which ar widely
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publicised through spans, arts, health, local government and other agencies. I
have arranged for copies to be forwarded direct to your office.

(2) I am advised that details of organisations which have received or been
approved for grants are listed in the quanterly newsletter published by the
Western Australian Health Promotion Foundation. I understand that die first
edition, which was published in July, was sent to all members. The next
edition, which is due for publication later this month, will also be distributed
to members.

MUNICIPAL BUILDING SURVEYORS QUALIFICATIONS COMMITITEE -
APPLICATIONS

Local Government (Qualification of Municipal Officers)
Regulations, Regulation 12(2)(b)

1595. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister for Local Government:
Referring to regulation l2(2)(b) of the Local Government (Qualification of
Municipal Officers) Regulations 1984, how and upon what basis does the
municipal building surveyors qualifications committee determine its
applications?

Mr D.L. SMITH replied:
Where an applicant has satisfactorily passed the TAFE subjects, powers and
duties lA/lB and 2A12B. the municipal building surveyors qualifications
committee considers this in conjunction with other qualifications specified in
regulation 12(2)(a). Where an applicant has not obtained these subjects, the
municipal building surveyors qualifications committee seeks advice from the
building and construction services section of TAFE on the comparative value
of the relevant subjects obtained by the applicant.

MUNICIPAL BUILDING SURVEYORS QUALIFICATIONS COMMITTEE -
APPLICATIONS

Members - Appointment

1596. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister for Local Government:
In respect of the municipal building surveyors qualifications committee -

(1) Who are the present members of the committee?
(2) Who appoints these members and what is the form of appointment?

Mr D.L. SMITH replied:
(1) Mr John Lynch

Cr Terry Holton
Ms Elizabeth Karol
Mr Terry Coman
Mr Warren Jones - Deputy
Mr David Standen - Deputy

(2) Each member is appointed by the Governor, from time to time, and holds
office at the Governor's pleasure. Each member is nominated by a specific
group, as outlined in regulation 11 (1) of the Local Government (Qualification
of Municipal Officers) Regulations 1984.

PARLIAMENT HOUSE - INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY PLAN TABLING
Legislative Assembly, Hansard

1598. Mr TR.ENORDEN to the Speaker:
Will the Speaker table the information technology plan for die Legislative
Assembly and Hansard?

The SPEAKER replied:
The information technology plans of the Legislative Assembly and Hansard
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form part of the overall parliamentary information technology plan which is at
present undergoing a comprehensive review. When the review is completed I
will be pleased to cable the plan and invite comments from members.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

LAND TAX - ASSESSMENTS AMEND)MENT
Cost

416. Mr MacKINNON to the Acting Premier:
(1) How will the Government's amendments to land tax assessments, as

announced today, be financed?
(2) What will be the estimated financial cost to Government of these changes?
(3) Will the non-adoption of these valuations affect the assessments issued by

local authorities?
(4) Will the changes as announced require legislative change; and, if so, when

will chat amendment be introduced into the Parliament?
Mr TAYLOR replied:
(I1)-(4)

The announcement made today about land tax was a very good one.
Mr Lewis: Why didn't you make it in here? This was the place to make it.
Mr TAYLOR: I made the announcement just outside the door. Why should I have

made the announcement in this place rather than outside? The Leader of the
Opposition has asked me a question about it and now I will give him the
answer. We quite regularly announce decisions we make in Cabinet and in
Caucus outside the Parliament rather than inside.

Mr Pearce: They do not appear to be happy about the reduction.
Mr TAYLOR: No, I do not think members opposite are very happy about it. This is

an important issue. The total cost of the changes, taking into account the loss
of revenue, some interest forgone, and the costs associated with introducing
the change for both the Valuer General and the Commissioner of State
Taxation, will be in the vicinity of $20 million. We will consider the
financing of this measure over the remainder of this budgetary year which, as
the Leader of the Opposition knows, ends on 30 June 1992.
We hope that some of the other revenue measures in the Budget may yield a
little more than expected, and we will keep a very close eye on that. We have
absolutely no intention of saying that, because we are losing that revenue, we
will take it from other areas such as health or education. We believe it is
appropriate to forgo this revenue in this time of high unemployment and when
firms in Western Australia face particular difficulties as a result of the
recession this nation faces. We will not make it more difficult for them.
To introduce the measure, firstly, the Commissioner of State Taxation will
lodge an advertisement in tomorrow's newspaper giving some details of it.
We will say to people who have already received their taxation assessment
that they should not pay it yet but should wait until they receive a new
assessment. Also, legislation will have to pass through the Parliament before
the end of the session to allow the measure to be undertaken, and I hope the
Leader of the Opposition supports it. As to the effect of the measure on local
government authorities' valuations, it is up to them to decide whether to work
on the existing valuations or the revalued ones. The measure I have
announced is a very good one which already has the support of the business
community, and quite rightly so.
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MARANDOO PROJECT - CURRENT SITUATION
417. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for State Development:

The Premier previously gave commitments in the House with regard to the
required approvals for the Marandoo, mine in the Pilbara. Will the Minister
advise of the current situation?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
I am pleased to do so. I must say that, having walked in towards the end of
the member for Nedlands' comments on mining and mining development in
Western Australia, I think it sticks right in his craw to know that the
Government has had the matter resolved, as it said it would. I pay tribute to
the member for Pilbara, who has worked very hard indeed with all of the
parties involved to try to ensure that it was properly resolved. That is exactly
what he has done, and it really contrasts with the role of the Opposition in this
kind of issue. Members opposite sit there and snipe but do not have anything
constructive to put forward; whereas we sat down with the anthropologists
involved in this case and enabled that work to get under way, with the
cooperation and support of the Karijini people, and ensured that when
Hamersley Iron Pty Ltd's environmental review and management program is
put forward and judged the company will be in a position to get on with the
work. As well as that, I-amersley Iron will be in a position to do some of the
other work it is seeking to do in order to delineate the nature of the ore body
and do sampling for the markets. That is a positive move and a good step
forward, and it certainly contrasts with the jackboot approach this Opposition
would take in respect of these issues. We have brought together parties who
have clearly said they are now prepared to work together. The other critical
issue, and one which I am sure Hamersicy Iron will now address, is that of
employment and training for Aboriginal people in the Marandoo area. I have
said in this House on a number of occasions that it cannot be ignored, and it
will not be ignored by Hamnersley Iron or the State Government, and certainly
not by the Karijini people.
Over the course of the past week, with the support of the Minister for
Aboriginal Affairs, we have made big steps forward in this matter - steps that
have been taken in a cooperative and supportive way rather than in a way
which would see a clash between those people who have a good and proper
vested interest in this issue.
DAYLIGHT SAVING LEGISLATION - REFERENDUM

Cost
418. Mr COWAN to the Minister for Parliamentary and Electoral Reform:

With regard to proposals to support legislation to introduce daylight saving in
Western Australia this summer, followed by a referendum, what is the
estimated cost of conducting the referendum if such a proposal is accepted by
the Parliament, and from which source will those funds be obtained?

Dr GALLOP replied:
I am perfectly happy to obtain the information from the Western Australian
Electoral Commission. I have seen a figure but because I am not quite sure
that I remember it properly I will provide that information to the member
either late tonight or tomorrow. The source of the funding will be a matter for
the Government's overall Budget.

PRIVATE MEMBERS' BILLS - NON-PROCLAMATION ALLEGATIONS
Government Record

419. Mr KOBELKE to the Leader of the House:
lie Leader of the House would be well aware of allegations that the
Government will not agree to the assent to or proclamation of private
members' Bills passed by the Parliament. What is the Government's record
on this matter?
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Mr PEARCE replied:
I was a bit surprised to see some speculation in the Press which suggested that
the Government may not proclaim Bills which had been properly passed by
both Houses of Parliament but which had been opposed by the Government in
the Parliament.

Mr D.L. Smith: They do not know their constitutional law very well.
Mr PEARCE: No, they do not, and neither do they know the historical record very

well; because since the days of the Tonkin Government eight private
members' Bills have been passed by the Parliament, three during the time of
Labor Governments, all of which were proclaimed, and five during the time of
Liberal Governments, none of which was proclaimed. I might add that none
of those passed during the time of Liberal Governments required
proclamation, so that probably weakens the argument a little. However, the
simple fact is that, where Bills require proclamation and they have been
passed by the Parliament properly, during times of Labor Governments they
have always been proclaimed. If a private member's Bill or an Opposition
sponsored Bill were to be properly passed by both Houses of Parliament, it
would be proclaimed by the Governor on the advice of this Government
irrespective of the position taken by the Government in the Parliament. That
is only the proper thing to do. I suppose it is theoretically possible for the
Government to advise the Governor not to proclaim a Bill with which the
Government disagreed, but in our view that would be a subversion of the role
of the Governor, equivalent to the subversion of the role of the Governor
General which we saw in 1975 and other constitutional subversions of the
kind which are occasionally supported on the grounds of political expedience
by members opposite.

Mr Clarko: It was the right thing to do.
Mr PEARCE: There we have it! We may feel that a Bill moved by an Independent

might be improper, and the Opposition may have supported it in an attempt to
embarrass the Government or in an attempt to score political points - as we
saw today regarding the One Parent Centre - and we may feel that we should
not support the Bill, but we would never do that because to subvert the role of
the Governor is constitutionally dangerous and should not be done. If a Bill is
properly passed by both Houses of the Parliament, irrespective of its sponsor.
and that Bill requires proclamation, this Government will advise the Governor
that the Bill should be proclaimed. I would like to hear from members
opposite a clear commitment that they will behave in the same way in similar
circumstances.

Mr Clarko: Put it on notice.
Several members interjected.
Mr PEARCE: There we are; members opposite are not in Government, yet they still

cannot give a commitment that they will behave properly!
PETROCHEMICAL INDUSTRIES CO LTD - ROYAL COMMISSION

Former Minister for Fuel and Energy - $25 million Government Payment Evidence
420. Mr LEWIS to the Acting Premier:

Does he agree with the former Minister for Fuel and Energy, the member for
Eyre, who in evidence to the Royal Commission stated that the Government
paid only $25 million for its share in the failed petrochemical development?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
Mr Speakcer -

Dr Gallop: He was never the Minister for Fuel and Energy.
Mr TAYLOR: That is right; however, he certainly did a very good job in his time as

a Minister.
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I have not had the opportunity to read the transcript of the discussions which
took place at the Royal Commission. Before I even attempt to answer
questions such as chat asked by the member for Applecross, I will carefully
read the transcript of the Royal Commission proceedings. I would rather give
my judgment and comments on this matter at a more appropriate time.

JUVENILE OFFENDERS - PERTH GInY COUNCIL PROGRAM
421. Mrs WATKINS to the Minister for Community Services:

Can the Minister comment on the report in today's The West Australian
outlining the intention of the Perth City Council to employ juvenile offenders
to repair vandalised property under a community-based program?

Mr RIPPER replied:
I thank the member for her question which draws attention to the valuable
work being done by hundreds of local community organisations, including
local councils, in supervising young offenders undertakdig work on
community service orders. This is an important role that local government
and community groups play which prevents juveniles from reoffending. I
note that the important national local government conference scheduled for
Thursday. 7 November includes an agenda item involving community law and
order, with an emphasis on the provision of support services for young
offenders.
The effectiveness of local government and community involvement in these
issues has been clearly demonstrated in the north west of this State. Recently
the State Government advisory committee on young offenders visited the
Pilbara and Kimberley regions where it discovered that the rate of juvenile
offending had decreased by 25 per cent in recent times. This was largely
attributed to local involvement in local offender programs. The local offender
programs bring together Government agencies and non-Government groups to
work to provide recitation, employment and training options for people who
might otherwise be at risk of offending. The fact that the communities are
working together in those areas is creating a favourable situation with a
reduction in juvenile offences. This also involves community policing and a
community development approach by key agencies, including the Department
for Community Services, with a focus on the involvement of Aboriginal
people.
With the reduction in juvenile offending in the north west, our task now is to
emulate those achievements in the metropolitan area; that can be done on the
basis of the north west experience. Local government will play a key role in
this development by working in cooperation with the Department for
Community Services to make young offenders repair the damage they have
caused to council and ratepayers' property. The success in the north west was
due to community groups working closely with local government and
Government agencies to reduce local problems; this can also work in the
metropolitan area if we give it a chance.

PARKER, MR DAVID - KONG KONG COMPANY
Government Paymenr

422. Mr COURT to thie Acting Premier:
(1) Has the Government paid any money to Mr Parker's consulting firm in Hong

Kong for assistance given to the Western Australian Government in Asian
countries?

(2) If yes, what services were provided?
Mr TAYLOR replied:

How does the member expect me to know the answer to that question off the
top of my head? Speaking as the Minister for State Development, and about
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my department's involvement in this area, the answer is no. If the member
really wants such information he should put his question on notice and I
would be more than happy to see that it is answered.
I take this opportunity, Mr Speaker, to report on the progress of the Premier: I
spoke to her a while ago, and I am sume that the House would like to know that
she is well. She had her operation last night and she hopes to be out of
hospital as soon as possible. For the information of a couple of people of the
media, the Premier went to the Mount Hospital because she was asked to enter
hospital as soon as possible. The Premier does not have private health
insurance, and she is paying her own way in the Mount Hospital; also, by
going to that hospital she ensured that she did not block up the waiting list for
those who may want to use the public hospitals.

The SPEAKER: On behalf of members, I thank the Acting Premier for that
information. I am sure that all members will join me in wishing the Premier a
speedy recovery.

Members: Hear, hearl
MANUAL HANDLING REGULATIONS - WEIGHT LIMITS

423. Mr READ to the Minister for Productivity and Labour Relations:
Can the Minister advise what weight limits are contained in the new manual
handling regulations, and is it intended that these regulations will apply
restrictive limits on manual handling activities in the future?

Mrs HENDERSON replied:
The new manual handling regulations contain no weight limits. Some four
years ago the weight limits were removed from the national documents, and
have not since been pant of the national and State documents. I am aware that
the member has a particular interest in this matter because the Opposition
spokesperson on labour relations has been deliberately spreading
misinformation about these regulations. This spokesperson was reported in
the Mandurah Telegraph on Tuesday, 8 October as categorically informing
people that the Government's manual regulations contained weight limits
which placed an undue burden on employers because the limits were
impossible to implement. This is a good example of the way in which the
Opposition goes around the countryside spreading false information about
regulations in an attempt to secure community support for the various motions
which come before this Parliament to disallow regulations. Regulations are a
key component in our fight to reduce the number of people hurt in the
workplace. This can involve the pushing, pulling and carrying of weights
which are inappropriate for the person doing the job. The regulations give
guidance to employers in overoming this problem and do not contain
mandatory limits. I call on the Opposition spokesperson to take care in his
statements to the public to convey the truth of the matters about which he
speaks.

UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME AUSTRALIA - PARKER, MR DAVID
Governent Assistance Undertakings

424. Mr DONOVAN to the Minister for State Development:
(1) Will the Minister confirm to this House whether any undertakings were

agreed by his predecessor, Hon David Parker, for Government assistance with
the establishment of the University of Notre Dame?

(2) If so, what form did they take, and were they agreed to by the Cabinet of the
day?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
(1 )-(2)

A couple of months after I became involved with this issue I made it very
clear to the University that the best way to tackle the matter, and the way in
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which we have continued to tackle it, is to agree to wipe the slate clean and
decide on the best form of Government assistance, if any, to be given to
support the university. The university certainly agreed with that stand. We
have moved on from there with a good degree of support from many parts of
this community.

CRIMINAL CODE AMENDMENT BILL - PROCLAMATION
Pri vate Member's Bill Provisions

425. Mr COWAN to the Acting Premier:
(1) Is it the Government's intention to progress the Criminal Law Amendment

Bill, to be introduced into another place, through both Houses of Parliament
before the session ends?

(2) Can the Acting Premier confirm that the legislation contains chose provisions
that were included in the private member's Bill introduced by my colleague,
the deputy leader of the National Party?

(3) Can he also confirm it is the Government's intention to proclaim this
legislation as soon as is practicable?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

fle Government certainly believes chat the contents of chat Bill, which is to
be introduced in the Legislative Council, are very important in addressing
some of the problems associated with crime in Western Australia, which have
been quite rightly brought up by the deputy leader of the National Party. The
Bill contains some components of the Bill put forward by him, plus more.
Although the Government does not have control of the Legislative Council, it
intends that that legislation will come into the Assembly in order that it can be
put through the Parliament this session and be proclaimed as an Act.

CURTIS BAY - BOAT HARBOUR DEVELOPMENT
Expressions of Interest - Endangered Species

426. Mr BLAIKIE to the Minister for Transport:
With the Minister's department calling for expressions of interest to develop a
boat harbour at Curtis Bay, Dunsborough, and the subsequent possibility of
the Government's developing an adjoining 70 hectares of Crown land, does
the Government proposc any action to protect the rare and endangered plants
and yet unnamed species of Caladenia which have been recognised in the area
and identified by the Department of Conservation and Land Management?

Mrs BEGGS replied:
The same environmental protection rules will apply to this project as apply to
every other project throughout Western Australia.

RURAL ADJUSTMENT AND FINANCE CORPORATION - MATCHING GRANTS
427. Mr OMODEI to the Acting Premier:

(I) When does the State Government intend to announce its commitment to
match, dollar for dollar, the $1 .768 million allocated to Western Australia by
the Federal Minister for Primary Industries, Mr Kerin, on 17 April 1991 for
part B of the Rural Adjustment and Finance Corporation?

(2) Why has this not yet occurred, and does the Government intend to change the
guidelines of RAFCOR to spread the funds among more farmers who are in
financial difficulty as a result of the rural recession?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
(1 )-(2)

If my memory serves me correctly, a similar question was asked of the
Premier before the Estimates Committee debates last week.

Mr Onodei: The question was without notice and the Premier responded regarding

5636 [ASSEMBLY]



[Tuesday, 22 October 1991] 63

the total amount, but not about when the State will make the allocation of the
matching funds. I requested that information be provided an notice.

Mr TAYLOR: I will take that question on notice and provide the member with an
answer.

JUVENILE OFFENDERS - "LAWS FOR PEOPLE" REPORT
Parents' Information - Bail Granting

428. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister for Community Services:
(1) 1 refer to the report of the legislative review, "Laws for People". Does the

Minister agree with the statement on page 67 relating to juvenile offenders
that parents must be informed and involved at all appropriate stages of the
justice process?

(2) If so, would he be concerned to learn that child offenders, even those aged
from 10 to 12, can be given bail on their own undertaking and, despite
questions on notice 1386 and 1563 of 1991. 1 cannot get an answer to say they
are not being given bail. That would indicate that parents or guardians are not
present at that stage of the judicial process.

(3) If the Minister is concerned, what action is he taking to ensure that the
standard minimum rules for the administration of juvenile justice are
implemented?

Mr RIPPER replied:
(l)-(3)

This is a somewhat complex question which relates to a report that I do not
have in front of me. Nevertheless, it is important that parents of alleged
juvenile offenders are involved as much as possible in the resolution of the
case. In that regard, the Government has established, through the Department
for Community Services, the Killara after hours justice and welfare unit. That
is now available until one o'clock in the morning to look at the welfare
problems which might be underlying juvenile offences. For example, if the
police find a young person offending in the streets very late at night, they
contact the Killara unit and it will transport that child home and counsel the
family about any circumstances existing within the family which may be
contributing to the lack of supervision of that young person's offending
behaviour.
Regaing the question about young children being granted bail without
information being given to their parents, I would have to examine that matter.
I am happy to talk to the member or write to her about the matter when I have
examined it.
The Government is now considering public response to the "Laws for People"
report and in due course will determine its final position and give drafting
instructions for legislation arising from the report. Some of those matters are
still to be finalised.
Regarding action we are taking at present, the general principle is to involve
parents as much as possible. Killar adds to that capacity for involvement. I
will investigate whether children are being bailed without their parents being
advised; how many, and why.

NATIONAL VEHICLE REGISTRATION SCHEME - CHARGES INFORMATION
429. Mr COWAN to the Minister for Transport:

(1) With reference to the national vehicle registration scheme, can the Minister
advise what changes to the proposed scheme have been recommended by the
overarching committee established at a previous Premiers' Conference.

(2) Can the Minister* give specific details of changes which may involve the
registration or recording fee, fuel tax, mass/distance charge or the
responsibility for collection of charges?
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Mrs BEGGS replied:
(0)-2)

1 cannot give the member chat information. The overarching committee
charged with that responsibility is continuing to meet, The situation is still
very fluid and nothing has been agreed to by any of the States or parties
involved. The commission has been established and Western Australia will
be Tepresented on that three person commission by Dr John Taplin, about
which I am very happy. That commission will be charged with the
consultation which will be necessary prior to submitting a firm proposal. That
is not to say that the committee set up uinder the auspices of the Premier's
department as a result of the Premiers' Conference, will not continue to
negotiate and reach a satisfactory situation. I am very concerned that the
original principle has now been eroded somewhat.
I met today with officers of the Department of Transport, Westwail, the Main
Roads Department and ocher State Government transport officials about the
issue. I have asked for a full report which will outline to me exactly what is
the current position so that that can be compared with the original principle of
a national road user charge which I supported. It must be determined now
whether the proposals being developed are in keeping with thac principle and
whether those proposals are satisfactory to me and to all road transport
operations of this State. I am not convinced at this stage that that is the case.
As soon as I have that information, I will be happy to consult with all
members about this matter, just as I will be consulting with everybody in the
industry, and also informing Dr Taplin, who will be taking an active role in
this matter, about the direction the State should go to protect its interests.
During the Estimates Committee hearings it was put to me several times by
the Opposition spokesman on transport that I was abdicating my
responsibility. I assure the House that I am not abdicating my responsibilities
to this State in any way. This is an important issue. It has ramifications for
Western Australia that must be given very serious consideration. In any
event, legislation will have to be introduced into the Parliament and the
Parliament must appmove the changes eventually because they involve State
and Federal constitutional powers. There are no secrets; I am not hiding
anything from anyone. The issue is very confusing because it is so fluid and I
have nothing to discuss with members at this stage. Once I have information
from my officers about the stage we have reached, I will be happy to give
members that information.

The SPEAKER: Order! I will leave the Chair until approximately 7.30 pm. Order!
A member just took it upon him self when I said that I would leave the Chair
to quickly beat me to the door. That member has already gone. I consider
that to be the height of bad manners. If members treat this place like that,
how can they expect the general public to treat it with respect?
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